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A PRINTER BY OCCUPATION, TO WHOM I AM 
GKBATLT INDEBTED FOB THE FAITHFUL 
PUBLICATION OF THIS WOBX; 

AND TO THE 

j[!)lTlZENS OF p£ORGETOWN, 

I respectfully: dedicatk 

THIS VOLUME. 



PREFACE. 

-f- 

***o compile this book, during my leisure hours, has 
been more a hxbor of love than an expectation of 
gain ; to snatch from oblivion what otherwise 

would be lost, and to refresh the memories of our citi- 
zens of the facts and events that liave transpired in a 
lifetime, and leave to the rising generation a history 
of the town (though imperfect) to which reference can 
be made to learn how our aneestoi*s struggled amidst 
adversity to l)uild a citv, wdth cluu'ches and institutions 
of learning, tliiit should be a credit to themselves and 
a benefit to pojsterity. 

What little knowledge I possess I have gleaned 
from the citizens of Geori^etown, amonff whom I was 
born and reared; and what little property' I enjoy I 
owe to their patronage. The older citizens of the 
town were well acquainted with the father of the 
Chronicler. — He was no general; he never com- 
manded an army and slew thousands of men and 
gained a victory ; neither w^as he the governor of a 
province, and starved the peasantry to feed an idle 
conrt, bnt a peaceable, quiet citizen, a store-keeper by 
occupation ; and when he died, he left the Chronicler, 
then thirteen years of age, an heir to his good repu- 
tation. 

To the Lady Superior of the Academy of the YUor 
. tation, and to General Humphreys and Major Weiss 
of the Engineer Department; to Colonel Theodore 
Samo, of the Washington Aqueduct; to Benjamin 
Fawcett, clerk of tlie Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Com- 
pany; to Eev. J. S. Sumner, S. J., editor of the College 
Journal; to Josiah Dent, president of the Linthicum 
Institute, and Charles M. Mattliew\s, Joseph Libbey, 
William Shoemaker, M. D., William W. Winship, 
secretary to trustees of Presbyterian Church, and other 
citizens, I feel grateful for their kind assistance to me 
while compiling this book. 

The Cheoniclek. 
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CHAFTBB I. 

Indiav Histobt— Hov thb Town was laid out— Copt prom a 
Land Patbnt^Tbst Oath— Ditisions op the Town and Bnf- 

EBENCB TO THC DeBD BoOKS IN WHICH THET ARE RECORDED — 

Charter as Amended, and in Force prom 1780 to ih71 — 

Sketch op the Town and its Surbovndinos — Who Framed 

THE OrIOIXAL CoKSTITUTION — WlLUAM WlRT — LrDICROUa 

Scenes — Duels — ^Detressiox i\ BrsiXESs and BEdiXNixr. of 
THK Canal — Channel of the Kiver, and Contest for the 
IJi'PKR and Lower Roads Leadixo to Fall's Bridck — The 
HoLij^ND Loan, and Opposition to the Alrxandiua Aque- 
duct — Basis of an Agreement for the Consolidation op 
Washinoton City and Georgetown — Sketch of its Lkcisla- 
TioN — Officers of the Corporation — Names of the Streets 
— ^Illuminating the Town — Ants from the West Indies — 
A Breeze in Town — ^Lono Bridge — ^Popttjition. 

The original inhabitantB of Maryland, out of which 
the District of Colnmbia was carved, were Indians. 

According to a letter written by Captain John Smith 
in 1626, to Queen Anne of Great Britian, who liad 
been sent to America to explore the Chesapeake Bay, 
and the coast of Maryland, reported that more than 
forty tribes of Indians inhabited the shores of Mary- 
land and Virginia. The principal tribes were the 
Manalioacs, the Powhatans, and the Monacans. It 
is generally believed that the Powhatans occupied 
that space of country between the Chesapeake Bay 
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INDIAN UISIDORY. 



and the l*atiixeut Kiverin Maryland; the tribes call- 
ed the ManahoacB and Monacans are supposed to 
have roamed the shores of Virginia, between York 
and the Potomac Rivers ; the Shawanees are supposed 
to have inluihited that tract of land lying between 
the Chesapeake Bay and the Alleghany Mountains. 
Mr. BUioty in his history of the District of Columbia, 
says: <'that the tribe called the Susquehanocks lived 
on the banks of the Susquehanna River; the Tock- 
wocks and otliers occii[»ied Kent, (^ueen Anne, and 
Talbot Counties; tlie Manahoacs and Monacans were 
in alliance with each other and waged perpetual war 
against the Powhatans.'' It is generally admitted 
that they were the occupiers of the territory which 
forms the District of Colunil)ia. 

Sir Walter Kaleigh and Captain Smith were the 
great navigators who visited the New World and 
made maps and charts of the same, especially of the 
Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River, and learned the 
habits of the Indians. One habit Raleigh carried 
with him to England was, the habit of smoking 
tobacco; he introduced it at court, and it became 
fashionable among all of the nobility. On one occa> 
sion Raleigh made a bet with Queen Elizabeth that 
he could tell the weight of smoke from his pipe of 
tobacco. The Queen covered his bet ; when Raleigh 
filled his pipe with to])acco. He then emptied the 
same into a pair of delicate scales, and after weigh- 
ing it, he returned it to his pijte, and, setting fire to 
the same, commenced smoking. After tlie tobacco 
was consumed, he emptied the ashes into the scales, 
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and substracting the weight of ashes from the tobacco, 
he told the Queen the weight of the smoke. The 
Queen remarked that she had seen many a man con- 
vert gold into smoke, but tbis was the lirst time she 
had seen smoke converted into gold. 

Frederick County, in Maryland, was formed by an 
act of the Legislature in 1748. Montgomery County 
in 1776, was carved out of Frederick. An act was 
passed by Congress, July 16, 1790, to establish the 
permanent seat of Government of tbe United Slates, 
and on the 30th day of March, 1791, President Wash- 
ington, then in G^rgetown, issued his proclamation 
concerning the permanent seat of Government of the 
United States as being located In the District of Co- 
lumbia. This proclamation closes as follows : 

" In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed to these presents, and 
sign the same with my hand. 

Done at Georgetown, aforesaid, the 30th day of 
Marcli, in tbe year of our Lord, 1791, and the Inde- 
pendence of tbe United States the fifteenth. 

By the President: 

GEUKGE VVASHliS^GTON." 

Thomas Jkffebsox. 

HOW THE TOWN WAS LAID OUT. 

The beginning of Georgetown was, by legislative 
enactment, of the then province of Maryland. 

The Legislators of Maryland, by act of May IS, 
1751, authorized Henry Wright Crabb, John Keedham, 
John Clagett, James Perry, and David Lynn, Com- 
missioners, to lay out and erect a town on ibe Toto- 
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mac River, above fhe mouHi of Bock Greek, in Fred- 
erick County, Maryland, and empowered them to pnr- 

chase sixty acres — part of the tracts of land belonging 
to George Gordon and George Beall, at the place 
aforesaid, where it shall appear to them to be most 
convei^ient — ^and to survey tiie same into eigh^ lots, 
to be erected into a town, and to be called George- 
town. 

The Comiuist^iouers met September 18, 1751, and 
chose Alexander Beall to be Clerk and Surveyor, and 
Josiah Beall, Coroner. 

Mr. Gordon and Mr. Beall refnong to sell to the Com- 
missioners the tract selected by them as " most con- 
venient ;" it was appraised, and two hundred and eighty 
pounds, currency, were awarded to the said Grordon 
and Beall as damages, by the following jury, viz : 
William Pritchett, Ionian Magruder, ITicholas Baker, 
James Beall, Nathaniel Magruder, Charles Clagett, 
Thoiiias Chigett, James Holman, Charles Jones, Zacha- 
riah Magruder, James Wallace, Basil Beall, William 
Williams, Alexander Magruder, William Wallace, and 
John Magruder, son of Alexander. 

The survey and plat was completed February 27, 
1752, and the Commissioners named the lots, streets, 
and lanes ; and the eighty lots were assessed at two 
hundred and eighty pounds, currency. 

To Mr. Gordon and to Mr. Beall was allowed the 
privilege of first selecting two lots each. Mr. Gordon 
chose lots 48 and 52, but Mr. Beall, having refused to 
recognize in any way the proceedings of the Commis- 
sioners, was notiiied that if he did not make his 
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choice within ten days from the 28th of February, he 
could only blame himself for the consequences," 
Whereapon, after a week's reflection, Mr. Beall sent 
the following answer : 

" If I must part with my property by force, I had 
better save a Jittle than be totally demolished. "Rather 
than have none, I accept these lots, — ^Nos. 72 and 79 — 
said to be Mr. Henderson's and Mr. Edmonston's. 

But I do hereby protest, and declare that my accept- 
ance of tlie said lots, wliich is by force, shall not debar 
me from future redress from the Commissioners or 
others, if I can have the rights of a British subject 
God save Elng George ! 

Uorek 1, 1762. GEORGE BEALL." 

■Many persons suppose that the name of Georgetown 
was given in honor of the commander of the army of the 
Revolation ; but this cannot be so, as General Wash- 
ington was bom on the 22d day of February, 1732, 
and when the town was laid out, he was quite a young 
man engaged in the profession of surveying under 
Lord Jb'airfax, and had not estabUshed his great reputa- 
tion as a military man. Others, again, suppose that 
the name came from George Beall, who was an able 
soldier and a great fighter of Indians in the province, 
but more likely it took its name from George 11, King 
of Great Britain, towards whom all the provinces in 
America were at that time loyal ; but let the name 
come from whence it may, the town has grown and 
prospered under that name, and if it had been named 
differently, its adversity and prosperity would have 
been the same. 
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The original land patent hmcd by Henry Darnell, 
keeper of the great seala of the State of Maryland^ 
l^ovember 18, 1703, to Ninian Beall tor seven hun- 
dred and five acres Bock of Dunbarton, which tract of 

land is now covered by a portion of the city of George- 
town, has recently been examined and authenticated 
copies made for reference. The papers recite that the 
patent is made in consideration of there being due to 
Beall five hundred acres, under a warrant of the 19th 
of May, 1702 , and the property is desc;ril)e(l as lying in 
said Prince George's County, ])eghunng at the south- 
east corner tree of a tract of land taken for Egbert 
Mason, standing by Potomac Biver side, at the mouth 
of Rock Creek, on a point running thence with said 
land West six hundred and forty perches, then 

east three hundred and twenty perches, thence soutli 
6i°, easterly four hundred and eighteen perches, then 
west twenty perches, then S. 8. West one hundred 
and seventy-five perches, thence with a straight line 
by the creek and river to the first bound containing, 
and there laid out for, seven hundred and ninety-five 
acres. 

TBST OATH. 

Wlien the town began to grow in size, and various 
offices were created, and citizens appointed to fill them, 
a test oath appears to have been required from all ofii- 
cers. Among the records of the town, now in the Sur- 
veyor's office of the District of Columbia, is a quaint 
old document, which the chronicler copies for the bene- 
fit of his readers. It relates to a meeting of the com- 
misdoners, February 24th, 1772, and appointing one 
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Thomas Branan as flour inspector ; when there was 
administered to him the several oaths of oifice, he re- 
peated and signed the following: 

"I, Thomas Branan, do declare that I do believe 
that there is not any transuhstantiation in the sacra- 
ment of the Lord's supper^ or in the elements of bread 
and wine, at or after the consecration thereof, by any 
person whatsoever. 

THOUAS BRANAN." 

Ko religious test is now required to fill the office of 
flour inspector, or any other office in the gift of the 
Government. 

DIVISIONS OP THB TOWN AND BEFBRENCB TO DBSD BOOKS 
IN WHICH THET ARB RBCORDBD. 

The town, as originally laid out, only consisted of 
sixty acres of land. Several additions have since been 
added, as follows: 

BealPs first addition, known by the name of the 
Rdek of Dunbai-ton, containing sixty-one acres, was 
added by act of Assembly passed at November ses- 
sion, 1783, and recorded in liber B, page 223, at Rock- 
ville, Md. Peter JBeatty, Threlkeld & Deakin's ad- 
dition at November session, 1784, containing twenty 
acres, and divided into sixty-five lots, and recorded 
in liber K, Xo. 10, folio 31, District of Columbia. 
Beall's second addition, supposed to be recorded at 
Hockville, Maryland. Deakin k Bailey's, and Threl- 
keld's addition, liber W. B ., No. 14, page 55 to 73 ; 
Deakin, LeeA; Cazanove's addition A. F., No. 31, page 
448 to 466 ; Holinead's addition, deed of partition 0, 
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liber 14, page 15 ; liber 13, No. 2, folio 702, original 
plan of Georgetown; liber K, Ko. 10, from page 8 
to 28, Beatty & Hawldns ; slip recorded in liber C, 
from 423 to folio 426 ; slip recorded in liber 18, liber 

S, Xo. 18, Corporation of Georgetown, to .lolm M. 
Beatty and Charles A. JBeatty ; liber T, No. 19, page 
146, map of water lots ; liber W. B., No. 59, Canal 
Condemnations ; liber W. B., No. 99, map of lots be- 
tween Bridge, Gay, High, and Congress Streets. 

The town was incorporated by act of Assembly of 
Maryland, passed at November session, 1789, to which 
additional powers were given in 1797, and 1799 ; also 
bj the act of Congress of 1802, chap. 52, March dd ; 
1805, page 310, vol. 2d ; also 1809, page 332 ; also 1813, 
vol. 3, page 1 ; also 1824, vol. 4, page, 75 ; also May 
81st, 1830, vol. 4, page 420 ; also 1826, vol. 4, page 
188; also March 3, 1826, page 140 ; also August 19, 
1841, vol. 5, page 449 ; also July 27, 1842, vol 5, page 
497 ; also March 3d, 1843, vol 5, page 629 ; also Jnne 
17, 1844, vol. 5, page 721 ; also August 11, 1856, vol. 
11, page 321 ; also May 21, 1862, vol. 12, page 405. 

This lastrelates tq the distribution of Potomac water 

in which all the citizens are deeply interested. The 
legal style of the Corporation was known by name of 
the " Mayor,Kecorder, Aldermen, and Common Coun- 
<nl of Georgetown," wMch charter was as follows: 



CHARTER. 



9 



CHARTER OF aEOKtJETOWX, AS AMEXUED, AND IN FORCE 

FROM 1789 TO 1871. 



I. OiiOANissmoK— II. JvRiSDicnoir— III. General Powers and 

DcTIEfl^rV. fiClSCBIXAKBOUS PROYIStONS. 

[Note. — ^All clauses in brackets are from the acts of Maryland.] 



I. — or<;ani/.ati(>n. 

[Georgetown shall be» and hereby is, erected, consti- 
tuted and made an incorporate town, oonBisting of a 
Mayor, Recorder,] and two branches; the first branch 

to be composed of five members and the Recorder, 
and to be called the Board ot" Aldermen; and the 
second branch to be composed of eleven members, 
and to be called the Board of Common Oouncilmen ; 
[which said Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Councilmen shall be a body incorporate and one 
community forever, m right and bv the name of the 
Mayor, Recorder, AMermen, and Common Council of 
the said town ; and shall be able and capable to sue 
and be sued at law, and to act and execute, do and 
perform, as a body incorporate, which shall have suc- 
cession forever, and to that end to have a commoi] 
seal, and the same to alter and change at their pleas- 
ure.] 

THK MAYOR. 

On the fourth Monday in February, 1831, and on 
the same day biennially thereafter, the citizens of 
Georgetown, qualified to vote for members of the two 

boards of the corporation, shall, hy ballot, elect some 

fit and proper person, having the qualifications now 
2 
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required by law, to be Mayor of the Corporation of 
Georgetown, to continue in office two years and until 
a successor is duly elected ; and the person having at 
said election^ which shall be conducted by judges of 
election appointed by the corporation, the gi'eatest 
number of legal votes, shall be declared duly elected; 
and in the event of an equal number of votes being 
given to two or more candidates, the two boai'ds in 
joint meeting, by ballot, shall elect the Mayor from 
the persons having such equal number of votes. 

In the event of the death or resignation of the 
Mayor, or of his inability to discharge the duties of 
his office, the two boards of the corporation in joint 
meeting, by ballot, shall elect some fit person to fill 
the office until the next regular election. 

No person shall be eligible to tlie office of Mayor 
unless he be a citizen of the United iStates, of the age 
of thirty years, a resident of the town for five years 
last past, and unless be shall have paid a tax to the 

corporation. 

Before he acts aa such, the Mavor shall make oath 
before some justice of the peace for the County of 
Washington, in the presence of both branches of the 

corporation, that he will well and faithfully discharge 
the several and respective duties of his office. 

POWERS AKD DUTIES OF THE MAYOR. 

The Mayor shall have power, upon the application 
of at least five members of the corporation, in writ- 
ing, to convene said corporation, giving reasonable 
notice of such intended meeting. 
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He shall have and exercise the powert^ of a justice 
of the peace in the said town. 

He ahall receive for his services annually, a just and 
reasonable compensation, to be allowed and fixed by 
the corporation. 

It shall be his duty to see that the hiws of the cor- 
poration are duly executed; to report the negligence 
or misconduct of any officer to the said corporation ; 
and to lay before the corporation, from time to time, 
in writing, such alterations in the laws as he shall deem 
necessary and [troper. 

He shall sign all ordinances duly passed by both 
branches of the corporation, unless he objects thei*eto, 
within forty-eight hours after the time the same is pre- 
sented to him for his signature ; and if he does so ob- 
ject, he shall immediately return the ordinance, with 
his objections, in writing, to the corporation. If it is 
. afterwards passed according to law, he shall sign the 
same. If he shall not return the same within the time 
aforesaid, he shall sign the same. 

No ordinance shall be piissod unless approved by 
the Mayor, or passed under the provisions made in 
case of his objecting thereto. 

[See also IV. Miscellaneous Provisions."] 

THE RECORDER. 

On the first Monday of January in every year, the 
corporation shall, by a joint ballot of the said two 
branches present, choose some fit and ])roj)er |»ei*8on 
learned in the law, to be Kecorder ot the said corpora- 
tion, to continue in office one year. 
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The Recorder, before he acts as such, shall make 
oath before some justice of the peace for the County of 
Washington, in the presence of both branches of the 

corpui ation, that he wiil well and faithfully discharge 
the several and respective duties of his ofiice. 

In the event of a tie vote upon any question in the 
Board of Aldermen, the Becorder shall have the cast- 
ing vote, and power thereby to determine the same to 
the same ctteet as if it had been determined by a ma- 
jority of the aldermen present. 

In case of vacancy in the office of Recorder, the cor- 
poration shall, within five days thereafter, proceed to 
the choice of a iit person, qualified as aforesaid, to fill 
his place, in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

The Keeorder of the corporation is hereby declared 
to be a member of the Board of Aldermen, to all in- 
tents and purposes whatever. 

THB TWO BRAKCHBS. 

On the fourth Monday in February, 180t>, and bien- 
nial thereafter, the free white male citizens of tiie 

United States, who shall have attained the age of 
twenty-one vears, and shall have resided in Geors^etovvn 
one year inmiediately preceding the day of election, 
and shall have been returned on the books of the corpo- 
ration during the year ending on the 81st of December 
next preceding the day of election, as subject to a 
school tax for that year — except persons kou compos 
mentis^ vagrants, paupers, and persons who shall have 
been convicted of any infamous crime — and who shall 
have paid the school taxes due from him, shall elect 
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by ballot five fit and proper persons, citizens of the 
United States, residents of the said town one year 
next before the election, above twenty-one years of 
age, and having paid a tax to the corporation, to com- 
pose the Board of Alderman; and the five persons 
voted for as Aldermen, who shall Imve the greatest 
number of legal votes on the final casting np of the 
polls shall be declared dnly elected for the Board of 
Aldemien, the aaid Board of Aldermen to continue 
two vears. 

On tlie fourth Monday in Februarv in every year, 
the free white male citizens of Georgetown, having 
the qualifications prescribed for persons to be entitled 
to vote for members of the Board of Aldermen, shall 
elect, l)y ballot, eleven fit and proper persons, having 
the qualifications prescribed for mciii})ers of the Board 
of Aldermen, to compose the Board of Common Coun- 
cil; and the eleven persons voted for as Common 
Council who shall have the greatest number of legal 
votes at the final casting up of the polls, shall be de- 
clared duly elected tortile B<mrd of Connnon Council, 
the said Board of Common Council to ecu tin ue for 
one year. 

In case of vacancy in either branch, a fit person or 
persons qualified as aforesaid, shall be elected by the 

people in the same manner, five days' notice being 
given of such election. 

Each member of the two branches, before he acts 
as such, shall, in the presence of the corporation, take 
an oath to discharge the duties and trusts reposed in 
bim with integrity and fidelity. 
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P0WBR8 AND DUTIBS OF THE TWO BRANcAeS, SEPARATELT. 

Four members of the Board of Aldermen aiui seven 
members of the Board of Common Coimcil shall form 
a quoram to do business. 

Each board shall hold two sessions in each year, one 
to commence on the first Monday of March, and the 
other oil the lirst Monday of Deeenil)er. 

Each board shall have power to adjourn from day 
to day ; and five members of either branch may canse 
the Mayor to convene the two boards^ by an applica- 
tion to him in writing. 

Each branch shiiU judge of the elections, quaHiica- 
tions, and returns of its own members ; and may com- 
pel the attendance of members by reasonable penal- 
.ties. 

The Common Cotmcil shall choose out of their own 

body a president. 

Eitlier branch shall have power to elect a president 
pro tempore in the absence of the one duly elected. 

Ordinances may originate in either branch, and shall 
be passed only by a majority of both branches daring 
the same session. 

If the Board of Alderman shall be equally divided 
on any (question before them, the Recorder shall have 
the casting vote, and determine such question to the 
same eliect as if the same had been determined by a 
majority of the Aldermen present ; and similar power 
is given to tlie president of the second brunch, in case 
of an ec^uai division therein. 

POWERS AVD DUTIES OF THE TWO BRAKCHES, TOGETHER. 

If any ordinance, duly passed by both branches, shall 
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be returned bv tbe Mavor with bis ol)iectioiis, in writ- 
ing, witbin forty-eight hours after the same ia presented 
to him for his signature, and if, on reconsideration of 
the same, two-tbirds of each branch shall be of opin- 
ion tbat tlie said biw should be passed, it shall become 
a law, the objections of tbe Mayor notwithstanding. 

The two branches maj i*emove from office, or take 
such other measures thereupon as shall be just and law- 
ful, any officer of the corporation, upon the report of 
the Mayor and satisfactory proof of negligence or 
misconduct on the part of such officer. 

On tbe first Monday in January, annually, tbe two 
branches by joint ballot shall choose some lit and 
proper person, learned in the law, to be the Recorder 
of the corporation. 

In the event of an equal nund:»er of votes being 
given to two or more candidates for Mayor at the 
regular election, the two boards in joint meeting, by 
ballot, shall elect the Mayor from the persons having 
such equal number of votes. 

In tbe event of tlie deatli or resiQ:nati()n of tbe 
Mayor, or of his inability to discharge tbe duties of bis 
office* the two boards of the corporation in joint meet- 
^i>g> by ballot, shall elect some fit person to fill the 
office until the next regular election. 

II. — ^JUBISOICTIOX. 

The following are hereby declared the limits of 

Georgetown, any law or regulation to the contrary 
notwithstanding: Beginning in tbe middle of Col- 
lege Street, as laid down in Fenwick'a map of the 
town, at or near the bank of the Potomac Kiver; 
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theuce by a straight line northerly through the middle 
of said street to the middle of First Street ; thence 
hy a line drawn through the middle of First Street to 
a point directly opposite to the termination of the 
eastern line of the lots now oncl(xsed as the property 
of the college; tlience uoi Lherly by the eastern line of 
said enclosure so far as the same extends ; thence in 
the same nordierlv direction to the middle of Fourth 
Street ; thence easterly by a line drawn along the mid- 
dle of Fourth Street to a point at the distance of one 
hundred and twenty feet westerly from the west side 
of Fayette Street ; thence northerly by a line drawn 
parallel to Fayette Street at the said distance of one 
hundred and twenty feet west, from the west side 
thereof, until it intersects a boundary line of Beatty 
and Hawkins' addition to Georgetown ; thence west- 
erly by said boundary line so far as it extends ; thence 
by the courses and distances of the several other 
boundary lines of Beatty and Hawkins' addition afore- 
said, that is to say, westerly, northerly, easterly, and 
southerly to a point opposite the middle of Road 
Street, and opposite to or nearly opposite to the mid- 
dle of Eighth Street; thence east by a line drawn 
through the middle of Boad Street as it now runs, as 
far as it extends; thence easterly by a line drawn 
parallel with Back Street (now Stoddard Street) and 
continued in the same direction to the middle of Bock 
Creek ; thence by the middle of the same creek and 
the middle of the Potomac Biver to a point directly 
opposite to the middle of College Street aforesaid; 
thence to the place of beginning. 
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The said limits of Georgetown between Seventh 
and Eighth Streets, are further extended so as to ex- 
tend wcstwiiidly from Fayette Street three hundred 
feet. 

So much of the territory of Georgetown as lies 
west of Fayette Street, and between ihe north line of 
Third Street and a line drawn parallel therewith from 

a point on the west line of Fayette Street at tlie end 
of sixty feet north of the line of Sixth Street, is ex- 
excluded from tlie limits of the town, except the fol- 
lowing lots in Threlkeld's addition, viz: One hun- 
dred and fifty-three, one hundred and sixty«K>ne, one 
hundred and sixty-two, one hundred and sixty-three, 
one hundred and seventv-two, one hundred and sev- 
enty-four, one hundred and seventy-six, one hundred 
and seventy-eight, and the south half of lot one hun- 
dred and seventv-one. 

Tlie Jurisdiction of the Corporation of Georgetown 
is extended so as to inchide the bridge across the i'oto- 
mac River at the Little F alls, the site thereof, and all 
premises appertaining to the site. 

The limits of Georgetown are extended so as to in- 
clude " Pretty Prospect," the site of the Poors' house, 
contained within the following bounds: Commenc- 
ing at a stone marked Ko. 4, extending at the end of 
four hundred and seventy-six poles on the iirst line of 
a tract of land called the ** Bock of Dunbarton," said 
stone also standing on the western boundary line of 
lot No. 260 of Bo;ilty and Hawkins' addition to 
Georgetown; running thence north 78° east, thirty- 
eight poles; south 80^ east, three poles; south eigh- 
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teen poles; south 12^ east, nine poles; south 11° west, 

twelve poles; south 72° west, twenty tliree poles, to 
the said lirst line of the Kock of Duubartoui" theuce 
with said line to the heginning. 

111. — POWERS AND DI'TIES OF THE COKPORATION. 

The corporation shall have power to impose and col- 
lect a tax of seventy cents in the hundred dollars on 

all property by law' taxable in the town ; shall have 
per|>L'Uial siiceession ; shall have |)()wer to regulate 
the inspection of tiour and toljaeco in the town; to 
prevent the introduction of contagious diseases; to 
establish night watches and paroles^ and to erect 
lamps; to regulate the stationing, anchorage, and 
mooring of vessels; to provide for licensing and reg- 
ulating auctions, oi'ilinaries, and retailers of liquors, 
hackney carriages, wagons, carts, and drays within 
smd town; to restrain and prohibit gambling; to pro- 
vide for licensing, regulating, or restraining theatri- 
cal or other puhlic ahiusenients ; to regidate and es- 
tablish markets; to pass all laws tor llie regulation of 
weights and measures ; to provide for the licensing 
and regulating the sweeping of chimneys, and fix the 
rates thereof ; to establish and regulate fire wards and 
lire companies ; to regulate and estahlivsh tlie size of 
bricks to he made and used in the said town; the in- 
spection of salted provisions and the assize of bread; 
to sink wells and erect and repair pumps in the streets ; 
to erect work-houses; to restrain, regulate, and direct 
the manner of building wharves and docks, and to 
direct the maimer in which the improvements thereon 
shall be erected, so that they may not be injurious to 
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tho lieultli of tlic town ; to direct or order the puved 
streets to be cleansed and kept clean, and appoint an 
oiiicer tor that purpose ; to make and keep in repair 
all necessary sewers and drains, and to pass regular 
tions necessary for the preservation of the same. 

To appoint eoiistjibles and collectors of tuxcs, and 
all other otlicers who may be deeincfl necessary lor the 
execution of their laws, and prescribe their duties and 
powers ; 

[To sue and be sued at law; to act and execute, do 

and perform, a« a body incor[)orate ; to have a com- 
mon seal, and alter and change the same at pleasure;] 

[To cause, from time to time as they deem necessary, 
a correct survey of the town to be made, and estab* 
lish and fix permanent boundaries and stones at such 
places as they may deem necessary to ascertain and 
perjietuate the true lines of the town; to survey the 
streets, lanes, and alleys, and declare the same, and 
to adjudge as nuisances all encroachments thereon ;] 

[To make such by-laws for the graduation and lev- 
elling of the streets, lanes, or alleys of the town as 
they may judge necessary ;] 

[To erect wharves on all streets, lanes, or alleys of 
said town, provided no buildings be erected on the front 
of said wharves;] 

[To pass, make, and ordain all laws necessary to 
take up, fine, imprison, or punish any and all va- 
grants, loose and disorderly persons, and persons hav- 
ing no visible means of support, that may be found 
within the town ;] 

[To make such by-laws for the regulation and good 
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government of the town, and the inhabitants thereof, 

and to restrain all disorders and disturbances; and to 
prevent all nuisances, inconveniences, and annoyan- 
ces within the said town, and other matters, exigen- 
cies, and things within said town, as to a major part 
of Ihem shall seem meet and consonant to reason, and 
not contrary to the constitution and laws of this State;] 

To provide for licensing, taxing, and regulating 
within the town all traders, retailers, pawnbrokers; 
and to tax venders of lottery tickets* money changers, 
hawkers, and peddlers; 

To abate, break up, and abolish, by such means as 
they may deem expedient and pro])ei% all places and 
depots of confinement of slaves brought to the District 
of Columbia as merchandise; 

To introduce a supply of water into the town; and 
to cause the streets, lanes, and alleys, or any of them, 
to be lighted by gas or otherwise; and to provide for 
the expense of the same, either by a special tax or out 
of its corporate funds, or both, at its discretion; 

To lay, impose, and collect every year, a school tax 
of one dollar per anmim, upon every free white male 
citizen of the age of twenty-one years and upwards; 

And to pass all laws not inconsistent with the laws 
of the United States, which may be necessary to ^ve 
effect and operation to all the powers vested in said 
corporation. 

IV. — MISCELLAXfiOUS PRO VI s I () N S — F1NE8 — ^PENALTIES — 

AND FORFElTUilES. 

[The by-laws made by the corporation shall be ob- 
served by the inhabitants of the town, and all persons 
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liiuiuig therein, under such rea^onublc penalties, fines, 
and forfeitures as shall be imposed by the said by- 
lawSy not exceeding seven pounds ten shillings current 
money, or twenty dollars; said penalties, fines, and 
forfeitaresto be levied by distress and sale of the goods, 
or execution of the person so offending.] 

[The corporation may pass, &c., laws to take up, tine, 
and punish vagrants, &c. : Provided, Tliat they shall 
not, in any ease, pass, make, or ordain any law to fine 
for any one otience a snm exceeding twenty dollars, 
or to imprison exceeding thirty days.] 

The corporation shall have power to impose and ap- 
propriate fines, penalties, and forfeitures for breaches 
of their ordinances. 

[If any person committed to jail under this act shall 
not, at the expiration of llic term for wliich he was 
conmiitted, pay the amount of his fine and pi ison fees, 
or give security therefor, it shall i)e lawful for the 
sheriif, with the written consent of the Mayor, to sell 
such person as a servant for any term that the Mayor 
shall pres(;ribe, not exceeding four months.] 

The coi'poration may recover all fines, penalties, 
and forfeitures incurred under their charter, laws, and 
ordinances, by warrant before any justice of the peace 
in the District of Columbia ; subject to appeal to the 
Circuit Court, as in other cases of small debts. 

BRIDGES — ^BOADS, *C. 

The two bridges over Kock Creek, between the 
cities of "Washington and Georgetown, shall be kept 
in repair and rebuilt at the joint espense of the two 
cities. 
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The Corporation of Georgetown shall contribute 
and ])ay to the levy court oi' tlie County of Washing- 
ton, one-lburth of the expenses incurred by said court 
on account of the orphan's court, the oiiice or coroner, 
the jail of said county, and on&-half the expenses in- 
curred by said court in the opening and repairing of 
roads in tlie County of Washington, west of Kock 
Creek, leading to Georgetown. 

The Corporation of Georgetown shall keep tlie road 
leading to the bridge across the Potomac River at the 
Little Falls, and the bridge, free and in repair for- 
ever. 

SrKCI.VI, TAXKS, 

The corporation may lay and collect a special tax, 
annually, not exceeding seventy-five cents in the hun- 
dred dollars, upon all property by law taxable, and on 
all money vested or held in banking, exchange, insur- 
ance, or brokerage companies, upon all stocks, and 
money loaned, to pay tlieir subscription to the stock 
of the Metropolitan Eailroad Companies, and to pledge 
the same so that no part thereof shall in any event he 
applied to any other object. 

TAXES. 

Public notice of the time and place of sale of any 
real property chargeable with taxes in Georgetown 

shall he ffiven once in cacli week for twelve successive 
weeks in some one newspaper printed in Georgetown 
and Alexandria, and in the Natioval Intelligencer ^ in 
which shall be stated the number of the lot or lots, or 
part of lots, intended to be sold, the value of the assess- 
ment, and tlie amount of taxes due and owing thereon. 
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r^il)li(.' notice of tlie time and place of sale of any 
real property' chargeable with taxes in Georgetown, in 
all cases (except where the property is owned by pei^ 
sons not residing in the Dibtrict of Columbia) shall be 
given once in each week for twelve successive weeks 
in some one newspaper in the County of Wasliington, 
in which shall he stated the number of the lot or lots, or 
parts thereof, intended to be sold, the value of the assess- 
ment, and the amount of taxes due and owing thereon. 

If, iK't'ore the day of sale, the taxes, with all costs, 
shall not be paid, said lots, or so much as may be suf- 
ficent to discharge the same, shall be sold for cash to 
the highest bidder ; a certificate from the proper offi- 
cer shall be issued to the purchaser, stating that he is 
the purchaser, and the amount paid by him. And if, 
at the expiration of twelve months from the day of 
sale, the amount of the purchase money, and costs, abd 
taxes subsequently accruing, and ten per centum inter- 
est per annum on the purchase money, he not paid, a 
title in fee sim})U' shall be made to the pui'cliascr : Pro- 
videdj That no real estate shall be sold for taxes where 
there is personal property belonging to the owner or 
tenant suiiicient to pay the same. 

All titles to [property sold for taxes shall be con veyed 
by deed from the Mayor under tlie seal of the corjiora- 
tion ; which c-onveyance sliall be ertectual in law to 
con vey th e ti tl e, the requisitions of this act having been 
complied with. 

The amount of the purchase money over and above 
the taxes, costs, and charges upon the |)ropertv. sliall 
be paid to the ow^ner, ou his applicaUou for tlie same. 
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If taxos aro colleetod from a tenant, be may retain 
possession of the property until the rent accruing shall 
diBcharge the debt so created, and twentj-five fet 
centum on the amount of taxes so paid by him, except 
where he has previously been in arrears for his rent. 

STBEETSf ETC. 

The corporation may tax any particular portion of 
the town, for paving the streets, lanes, or alleys, or for 

hiiikiiiLT wells or eret^ting pumps, vvhieli may appear i'or 
the bene lit of such portion : Prorklcd, The rate of tax 
so levied sliall not exceed two dollars per front foot. 

In addition to the above, the corporation shall have 
power upon petition, in writing, of the majority of the 
holders of the real property fronting on any street, 
lane, or alley, if, in their judgment, it shall be deemed 
necessary, to lay such additional sum on each front 
foot as will be suflicient to pave said street, or part of 
a street, lane, or alley petitioned for. 

[The corporation shall have full power and author- 
ity to make sueli by-laws and ordinances for the srrad- 
uation and levelling of the streets, lanes, and alleys of 
the town, as they may judge necessary for the benefit 
thereof.] 

The corporation may lay out, open, extend, and reg- 
ulate streets, lanes, and alleys under the following reg- 
ulations : The Mayor shall summon twelve freeliolders, 
inhabitants of the town, not interested in the premises, 
who, being first sworn to assess and value what damar 
ges would be sustained by any person, by reason of ex- 
tending or opening any street, lane, or alley (taking all 
benefits and inconveniences into consideration), shall 
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proceed to assess what damages would be sustained by 
any person, bv reason of such o[)ening' ur extension, and 
shall declare the amount, in money, each individual 
benefited thereby, shall contribute and pay towards 
compensating the persons Injured thereby; and the 
names of the persons benefited, and the sums which 
each shall be obliged to pay, shall be returned under 
their bunds and seals to the clerk of the corporation, 
to be kept in bis ofiice ; and the persons benefited as 
aforesaid, and assessed as aforesaid, shall pay the sums 
charged and assessed to them, with sdx per centum in- 
terest thereon from the time limited for the payment, 
until paid ; and the sums assessed and charged to each 
individual benefited, shall be a lien upon and bind all 
the properly so benefited to the full amount thereof : 
Prcmded^ ISo street, lane, or alley shall be laid out, 
opened, or extended until the damages assessed to in- 
dividuals shall be paid, or secured to be paid: And 
provided^ alao^ That nothing herein shall authorize the 
laying out or opening of any street, lane, alley, or other 
way, through any of the squares or lots in Thos. BealPs 
second addition, north of Back Street, without the con- 
sent in writing of the owner or })r(>prietor first liad and 
obtained ; which consent shall be acknowledged in the 
presence of, and such acknowledgment certified by, 
the Mayor or some justice of the peace for the County 
of Washington. 

OBKBRAI. ABSSSSHENT. 

The corporation shall, on or al>out the first day of 
April, 1825, and every five years thereafter, cause 
three respectable freeholders, resident in said town, be- 

4 
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ing previously sworn, to assess and valne, and make 
a return of all and every species of pr()}ierty by law 
taxable in said corporation ; and in making their said 
valuation, they shall detenuine it agreeably to what 
they believe it to be worth in cash at lliat time. 

SCHOOL FUND. 

The school tax, which shall be levied and collected 

every year, shall constitute a fund, or l)e added to any 
other fund, now or hereafter to be constituted by act of 
said corporation, for the establishment and support of 
common schools, and for no other purpose. 

ELlCTIOK PRECINCTS AMB JUDOBS. 

The corporation shall establish not less than two 

election precincts, and appoint not less than three 
judges of election for each precinct. 

M-OV-RftSIDBKT IN8AVB PERSONS. 

Upon the application of the Corporation of George- 
town, and at their expense, any indigent insane per- 
son, who did not reside in the District when he or she 
became insane, may be admitted into the Insane Hos* 

pital of this District. 

BUTINO AND SBLL1NO yOTBfl. 

If any person shall buy or sell a vote, or shall vote 
more than once at any corporate election, or shall give 
or receive any consideration therefor, or shall promise 
any valuable consideration, or vote in consideration of 

such promise, he shall be disqualified forever thereafter 
from voting or holding any oflice UQder said corpora- 
tion. 
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CLERK OF THR CORPORATION. 

The clerk shall record in a book, to be kept foj* tlie 
purpose, all the laws and resolutions duly passed by 
the corporation, and deliver a copy of them to the pub- 
lic printer, to be printed by him for the use of the 

people. 

The clerk shall, on the presentation of the collector's 
receipt showing the person has paid his school tax, 
enter the name of the payer on the books of the cor- 
poration, and furnish the jndges of election at each 

precinct, before or on the morning of the day of elec- 
tion before the hour of opening the polls, a list of the 
names of all persons who shall have paid their school 
tax for that year. 

FIRI RGOULATIONS. 

The corporation shall annually appoint an inspector 
of fire engines, whose duty it shall be to examine and 
report the condition of the fire apparatus belonging to 
each fire company once a month. 

The corporation shall have full power and authority 
to make ail necessary provisions for the prevention and 
extinguishment of fires ; for the preservation of order 
and protection of property at any fire ; for the removal 
from any fire of suspicious persons, and those who are 
disobedient to the reguliLtions of the corporation; for 
the punishment, by line and imprisonment, of such 
person as, being present at, refuses to assist and obey 
the coo^ands of the proper ofiicer in extinguishing 
any fire ; for the removal of such property as may be 
necessary to be removed ; to prevent and arrest the 
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progress of any fire ; and to aid, protect, and obtain 
obedience to the oiiicers in command of the several 
fire companies^ and to protect fhe members thereof 
while in the dischaige of their duty at any fire, 

SKETCH OF THE TOWN AND ITB 8UBROT7NDIN08. 

To have a good view of onr town let the specta- 
tor ascend the heights to Holyrood Cemetery, at the 
intersection of High and Fayette Streets, and take a 

glance over the horizon, he will discover that the town 
is situated at the conHaence of Kock Creek and the 
Potomac River, about three miles from the Little Falls, 
to which tide-water rises, and is separated by Bock 
Creek from Washington City, with which there is ready 
coiiiiuunication bv means of four bridsces crossinir tbo 
creek at the intereection of Water, Aqueduct, Brids^e, 
and West Streets. Cars run every few minutes over 
the M Street and West Street bridges, from the centre 
of the town to the Kavy Yard. The position of the town 
is salubrious ; and, being elevated on hills that slope 
towards the creek and river, it has ample drainage, and 
has always escaped certain epidemics that have pre- 
vailed in other cities. In the distance we behold the 
heights of Arlington, late the residence of G. W. P. 
Custis, now made memorable by the late war, in laying 
it out as a cemeterv for the dead. Not far from the 
mansion is the famous springs where the inhabitants 
of Georgetown and Washington would congregate to 
enjoy a conversation with the ''old man eloquent," 
or step it off on the light fantastic toe; Mr. Custis 
having erected, at his own expense, a pavilion for 
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the accommodation pf all parties who came, with or 
without music, to spend a pleasant day. Above the 
town is the rocks called ^< the Three Sisters," on whidi 

it was [»ropo8ed to build a wire suspension bridge 
for railroad and connnon travel, the plan of which 
was furnished to the town at a cost of two thousand 
doUai's, but never erected, although a bill is now re- 
ported upon favorably by the District committee for 
the construction of a permanent bridge in that locality. 

Near the Aque(hict stands tlie brick mansion where 
lived the author of the Star iSpangled Banner," Fran- 
cis 8. Key, when he was a citizen of Georgetown, and 
prior to being appointed District Attorney, when he 
transferred his residence to Washington. 

Soutliwcst of us is the Georgetown College, known 
to fame as the alma mater of many distinguished men 
who have here received their education and gone forth 
in the world to fill various offices in church and state. 
A little north of the college is the Monastery and the 
Academy of Sisters of tbe Visitation, c!nl)ra('ing a 
large extent of ground, some tbirty-tbree acres, with 
ample buildings fronting on Fayette Street. We will 
leave a further description of these institutions until 
we come to treat on education. 

Alexandria can be seen in tbe distance, witb its 
church-spires and tbousands of bouses, over wbich 
rolled the clouds of smoke and flame on the I'^tli day 
of January, 1827, when from eighty to one hundred 
houses were destroyed. 

The Long Bridge extends itself across the Potomac 
from the District to the Virginia shore, and looks as if 
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it might be carried away by a freshet. Away to the 
east is seeu the dome of the Capitol, and the Wash- 
ington Monument in an unfinished condition. Also 
the Kational Obseryatory, located on Camp Hill, where 
the professors i*ecord the appearance of the planets and 
comets. It is said that General Braddock landed liis 
army and drilled his men here preparatory to his toil- 
some march with colonial troops to Fort Duquense, by 
a route through the citj of Frederick to Cumberland. 
On tlie borders of Bock Creek stands Lyon's Mill, a 
great place of resort in the smnmer season. A little to 
the east is " Kalorama," famous for having been the 
remdence of distinguished men. Joel Barlow, the au- 
thor of the ^ Columbiad," once resided here, also did 
Fulton, the inyentor of the steam engine, make here 
his home when experimenting on the powers of steam. 
Here, also, were interred the remains of Commodore 
Decatur, who fell in a duel with Barron on the 22d 
day of Marchy 1820. Here, also^ lived CoL George 
Bomford, when at the head of the Ordnance Bureau. 

Immediately west of Georgetown is the Alexandria 
Aqueduct, which connects the Cliesapeake and Oliio 
Canal with Alexandria. The architect of this mag- 
niticent work was M^jor Tornbull, of the United States 
Corps of Engineers. It cost about six hundred thous- 
and dollars to erect the aqueduct, of which amount 
Congress gave four hundred thousand. As we shall 
write a chapter on this work, we leave its history to a 
future page. 

Just opposite the town is Analostan Island, with its 

beautiful trees and verdant fields, embracing near one 
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hundred acres, and is denominated Mason's Island, 
being the former residence of the late General Mason, 
who entertained Louis Phillipe when on a vint to the 
' United States in 1798. James M. Mason, late Con* 
federate Minister to Europe, was born here. The 
dwelling, in which so mucli princely hospitality w^as 
exliibited, was barnt down during the civil war. The 
island is now used as a pleasoraresort. A stone cause- 
way connects the Island with the Virginia shore, which 
w^as erected in 1805, at a heavy expense, for the pur- 
pose of improving the channel of the river by throw- 
ing the whole body of water on the eastern side of 
the island. 

Just above the town, on the north bank of the river, 

is loeatt'il the former "Columbian Foundry," belonging 
to the late John Mason, formerly called Foxall's Foun- 
dry, where was manufactured cannon, shot, and shell 
that were used in the late war with Great Britain. 
Since Mason's death the property has been sold, and is 
now used for milling purposes and a distillery. 

Further up the Potomac, three miles above the town, 
is the Little Falls," a great place of resort in the 
summer season for fishing parties, also for picnics, and 

for persons seeking pleasure and amusement. The 
water has a fall here of thirty-three feet, and a narrow, 
contracted channel, through which the water shoots 
with great impetuosity. 

Twelve miles above the town is the <* Great Falls,** 
just above whose waterfall a dam has been erected to 
supply tlie reservoir and tunnels with a full supply of 
water for the use of the cities of the District. A 
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description of the water works will be found in our 
chapter on the Washington Aqueduct. 

On the heights of the town are situated some of the 
finest manEdons in the country^ occupied by citizens 
whose wealth enables them to r^e from business and 
to devote their leisure in improving and embelHsbing 
tlieir estates. " Monterey," the residence of the late 
Edward M. Linthicuni, is a beautiful situation. This 
house was formerly occupied by John C. Calhoun, 
when Secretary of War under the ado^nistration of 
Monroe. Then comes Tudor Place," the former 
residence of the late Thomas Peter, but more recently 
of Commodore Kenyon, who lost his life on board of 
the ill-fated steamship Frincdjon, on the Ist of Mai-ch, 
1844. Next is the residence of the late Brooke Wil- 
liams, where the Russian minister was captivated by the 
beauty of an American lady in May, 1841. The resi- 
dence of the late David Peter, which was formerly 
occupied by an English embassador. Baron Sir John 
Orampton, and afterwards by the minister from France, 
was unfortunately destroyed by fire during the war. 
Henry D. Cook purchased the grounds for fifty thous- 
aiid (lolhtrs, and on Stoddard Street ]ia.s erected hand- 
some buildings. The next in order is the residence of 
the late Captain Boyce of the United States Navy, who 
unfortunately lost his life by a railroad accident in 
1855, Then comes the fine mansion of the late 
Samuel Turner, now owned by Joseph Weaver, and is 
fitted up in princely style. There are several other 
desirable residences on the heights, occupied by John 
Marbury, A. H. Herr, the Worthington family, Wil- 
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liam Dougal, C. T. Peck, and " Evermay," the red- 
dence of the late Samuel Davidson, now of John 
Mcpherson. 

Ilavintr now taken a eireuuispective view of the 
town from an elevation, let us descend into the city, 
and see what has been i^oing on there. The town, 
being fortified bj its charter, as already mentioned, 
then came into existence as a city. For many years 
a verv active business was done by our wholesale 
and retail merchants, and numerous buildings and 
improvements were erected by our mechanics, which 
were an ornament to the town. 

Education was not neglected. Several private 
schools were conducted in the town at ditierent periods 
of time: John Kellenberger taught m a school-house 
near the Bank of Columbia; James Graham in a 
building on tlie lot where the residence of Phillip T. 
Berry stands ; Matthew McLeod in a frame building 
on Gay Street. Tlie Rev. James Carnahan tauglit a 
classical school, of high repute, until 1823, when Rev. 
James Mc Yean conducted his classical and matliemati- 
cal academy on West Street, which was afterwards con- 
ducted by Hev. Mr. Simpson , from 1849 to 1857. Miss 
Lydia English tauglit a ladies' seniuiary at the corner 
of Washington and Gay Streets. William R. Abbot 
conducted a classical academy on West Street until 
his death in 1852. A Lancasterian school was con- 
ducted by the late Robert Ould on Beall Street, in the 
building occupied by the late McKenney Osbourn. A 
school was also taught on High Street Ijy John Mc- 
Leod ; also, at another period of time, by Kev. Wilham 
5 
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Allen. A ladies' school was also conducted bv Miss 
Searle ; and a military academy by Captain Cobb, on 
Froi^>ect Hill. We mention fhese places where the 
jnveniles received the first rudiments of education, 
leaving to a future chapter a more extended notice of 
the institutions of learning. 

WHO PBAMED THB OBIQINAL CONSTITUTION. 

As a matter of some importance to the rising gen- 
eration to know who framed the original Constitution 
of our country, we transcribe from the tombstones at 
Ealorama," as follows: <^ Abraham Baldwin, a (Sen- 
ator in Congress from Georgia, died 4th March, 1807, 
aged 52 years. His devotion to his country his great- 
est fame, her constitution his greatest work." Abra- 
ham Baldwin was a member of the convention to 
draft the Constitution of the United States. After 
his death the original manuscript of the constitution 
was found among his papers. 

Joel Barlow, patriot, poet, and philosopher, died 
December 26, 1812, aged 57 years. Henry Baldwin, 
Judge of the Supr^e Court, died April 21, 1844. 
Ruth Baldwin, his wife, died May 29, 1818, aged 62 
years. George Bomford, Colonel F. S. A., died May 
26, 1848, aged 66 years. Clara, wife of Colonel 
Bomibrd, died 10th December, 1855, aged 74 years. 
The remains of Commodore Decatur were subse- 
quently transferred to Philadelphia; his widow, Mrs. 
Susan Decatur, resided for many years near George- 
town College. She died June 21st, 1860, aged jibout 
70 years, and w^as buried in the family lot of the 
Fenwick's. within the college grounds. 
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Any reader desiring to penise a history of the Deca- 
tur daeU will refer to Qeorge Alfred Townsend's book, 
entitled ^Washington Ontmde and Inside;'* he will 

there learn "how hard it ivS to be a (hielist and live, 
and how hard it is to be a duelist and die." 

WILLIAM WIKX. 

We cannot refrain from mentioning that William 

Wirt, the author of the " British Spy," and Attorney 
General of the United States, for tweh^e years, under 
the administrations of Monroe and Adams, received 
Ihe mctiments of bia education in Georgetown. From 
his life I make the following extract: **Ia 1779 I 
was sent to Georgetown, eis^lit miles from Bladens- 
burg, to school — a classicid academy kept by Mr. 
Eogers. I was placed at boarding witli the family of 
Mr. Schoofield, a member of the Society of Friends. 
They occupied a small house of hewn logs at the east- 
ern end of Bridge Street. Friend Schoofield was a 
well-set, square-built, honest-faced, and honest-hearted 
man; his wife was one of the best of creation. A 
deep sadness fell upon me when I was left by the per- 
son who accompanied me to Georgetown — ^when I 
could no longer see a face that I knew» nor an object 
that was not strange. I remember the sense of total 
desertion and forlornness that Hci/A'd upon my heart, 
unlike anything I felt in after yeai*s. I sobbed, as if 
my heart would break, for hours together, and was 
utterly inconsolable, notwithstanding the maternal 
tenderness with which good Mrs. Bchoofield tried to 
comfort me. Almost hall a century has rolled over 
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tlie incident, yet full well do I recollect with what 
gentle affection and touching sympathy she ui-ged 
every topic that was calculated to console a child of 
my years. After quieting me, in some measure, by 
her caresses, she took down her bible and read to me 
the storv of Josepli and his brethren. It is probaljle 
I had read it bei'ore, as such things are usually read 
without understanding it; but she made me so compre- 
hend it, that, in the distress of Joseph and his father, 
I forgot my own. His separation from his family had 
brouglit liini to great honor, and poSvsibly ininc-, I 
thouglit, might be equally fortunate. 1 claim some 
sense of gratitude. I never forget an act of kind* 
ness, and never received one, that my heart has not 
impelled me to wish for some occasion to return it 
So far as my experience goes, I am pursuaded, too, 
that doing an act of kindness, and still more i*epeated 
acts to the same individual, are as apt to attach the 
heart of the benefactor to the object, as that of the 
beneficiary to the person who does him the service. 
It was so in this instance. I went to see Mrs. Schoo- 
field after I l)ecame a man, and a warmer meeting 
has seldom taken place between mother and son. 

I passed one winter in Georgetown, and remember 
seeing a long line of wagons cross the river on the ice. 
I conjecture that it was the winter of 1779- 80, and 
that these wagons were attached to the troops which 
were going south. I remember, also, to have seen a 
gentleman, Mr. Peter, I think, going out gunning for 
can vass-backs — ^then called white-backs — ^which I have 
seen in those days whitening the Potomac, and which. 



Digitized by Google 



LUDICROUS SCKNES 



87 



when thej arose, as they sometimes did, for half a 
mile together, produced a sound like thunder." 

I mention thiSy being strnck with the diiierent state 
of this game now on the Potomac. 

LUDICROUS SCENES. 

Some ladioroiis scenes have taken place in our leg- 
islature. On the 26th of Sept(?mber, 1810, an ordi- 
nance was passed authorizing Kieliard Parrott to make 
a rope to survey the width of the Potomac River. The 
rope was made according to order, and ou a day ap- 
pointed, the surveyor, with the fathers of the town and a 
number of citizens, assembled to span the vast Poto- 
iiiue. The rope was iiiade fast on one side, and all hands 
got hold of the end on tlie other, and such a pulling 
rope never had before ; hut, alas, for the onward pro- 
gress of human legislation, the whole town could not 
draw the rope into a straight line. The attraction of 
gravitation prevailing here, caused the rope to describe 
a curve in opposition to the surface of the earth ; it 
swagged into tlie water, got a ducking, and was then 
drawn ashore. Thus ended rope surveying. 

On the 24th of January, 1825, the corporation pass- 
ed an ordinance to purchase a steel triangle, wbicli 
was swung in a steeple built upon the town iiouse. 
This triangle was used to triangulate the town with 
its music every night at ten o'clock. It carried the 
sound of time through the town as fast as the magnetic 
wires carries news to Baltinioi e; and when the town 
officer coninienced triangulating, the darkies would 
move oti in parallel lines for home ; but sometimes 
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they would come in contact with a triangular watch- 
man wIk) would ensconce them in the watch-house 
uutil day. The triangle lasted bat a short time. On 
accoQQt of the laws of gravitatiou prevailing here and 
elsewhere, the treacherous cord hy which it was swung 
gave way one night while the system of triangulatlon 
was in full blast, and the triangle leaped through 
the steeple on the roof of the house, atid, bounding 
from thence to the ground, broke up into fragments. 
Thus ended triangulation. The old system of blow- 
ing tin horns at ten o'clock was re-established, and the 
watchmen were ordered to cry the liour to time the 
citizens through the darkness of the night. 

DUELS. 

It was about the year 1826, as well as the chroni- 
cler can remember, that the duel between Jolin Ran- 
dolph and Henry Clay took place, one afternoon, on 
the banks of the Potomac, above the Fall's Bridge. 
Randolph was a man of talent, but nearly a madman. 
He vilified Clay, who was Secretary of State under 
John Q. Adams, by attacking him in the Senate — 
styling him a hlack-leg. On the word being given, 
Mr. Clay tired without eitiect. Mr. Randolph iired 
his pistol in the air. The moment Mr. Clay saw that 
Randolph had thrown away his fire, he instantly ap- 
proached Mr. Randolph, and said: "I trust in God, 
my dear sir. you are untouched. After what has oc- 
curred, I would not have harmed you for a thousand 
worlds." This was a bloodless duel, and, probably, for^ 
tunate for our country it was so. Both were distm- 
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guished men ; but the duel fought upon the same 
ground on the 16th of February, 1844, between Julian 
Majy a citizen of Washington, and J. W. Cochrane, 
terminated fatally to one of the parties. Tliej fought 
with rilles, and (yochraiie fell at tlie first fire, shot 
through the head. In Jniit', 1836, a duel was fought 
between two young men of the Navy — Daniel Xey, 
son of the late Francis S. Key, and J. H. Sherburne, 
both being midshipmen, in which Key was killed; 
and in February, 1888, Jonathan Cilley, of Maine, and 
W. T. Graves, of Kentucky, liad a duel with rifles, 
in which Cillej was killed. This last duel caused Con- 
gress, on the 20th day of February, 1839, to enact a 
law against dueling. (See volume 5, statutes at large, 
page 818.) The author of "the Star Spangled Ban- 
ner" had another son killed on the -7th dav of Feb- 
ruary, 1859, by Daniel E. Sickles. The chronicler 
mentions these events, as Philip Barton Key, Daniel 
Key, and Julian Mscy were his school-mates. 

D£PE£SSION IN BUSIK£SS AND BEGINNING OF THE CANAL. 

The business of our town began to languish ; houses 

ceased to be built ; and many of those that had been 
erected wuru without tenants. AVhat was the cause 
of this was a questioi^ which presented itself to the in- 
quiring mind. Our merchants and mechanics were 
industrious and willing to work; but business was 
slack. This was due to the rapid growth of Washing- 
ton, whose citizens purchased tlie productions of the 
soil from the people of the surrounding counties, and 
who, in returq, sold them goods oi^ their way fpr hope, 
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Tliey passed throuerh our town witliout stopping to pur- 
chase. Afiairs went on this way for ibany years, until 
'Washington grew to be a large city ; and by building 
towards onrtown her prosperity has diffused itself into 
our city, like a stick thrown into a pond of water, it 
makes a ripple until it reaches the shore. Both cities 
iinist now nourish, being in conjunction. The pros- 
perity of one is the prosperity of the other. 

To improve the trade of the town, a charter was ob- 
tained from the State of Yiiginia on the 24fh of Sep- 
tember, 1824, assented to and confirmed by Congress 
on the 8d of March, 1825, and also by the State of 
Pennsylvania, to make and construct a canal from 
Georgetown to the Ohio River. Our citizens sub- 
scribed liberally to the stocky believing it would eventu- 
ally pay a dividend to the stockholders, some of them 
subscribing as high as five thousand dollars, and pay- 
ing all their installments. It was considered that the 
carud, it it did not pay directly ou its completion, would 
indirectly pay by increasing tbe business of the town 
and increasing tbe value of property. On tbe passage 
of the charter by Congress, the citizens of the town 
were in high glee ; hon-iires illun limited the streets at 
night, and everybody thought that prosperity had 
come upon us. 

Friday, the 4tb of July, 1828, was a gala day for 
Gleorgetown. Tbe President of the United States, ac- 
companied l)y the heads of the departments, the ])iplo- 
matic Corps, the president and dii'ectors of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal, and the corporate authorities 
of the three cities of the then District of Columbia, 
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assembled early in the morning at the Union Hotel, 
on Bridge Street, when a procession was formed and 
moved on to the excellent mnsic of the Marine Band 
to High Street wharf, where they embarked on board 

the steamboat Surprise^ and other l)oat8, and coursed 
their way up the Potomac until they reached the ter- 
mination of tlie old Potomac Canal, where they landed 
and marched a few hundred yards to the canal-boats 
prepared to receive them. After being seated in these 
boats they glided along until they reached the point 
of destination, where the old puw<ler magazine for- 
merly stood. On landing from the boats the proces- 
sion formed a large circle, in the centre of which was 
the spot for the comm^cement of the work. The 
president of the Canal Company addressed the Presi- 
dent of the United States in a brief speech. After 
he concluded, he handed to John Q. Adams the spade 
by which the sod was to be tamed. The President, 
on receiving the implement, stepped forward and ad- 
dressed the multitude in an eloquent and able speech, 
from which I take the following extract: 

"Friends and fellow-laborere : We are informed bv 
the Holy Oracle of truth, that at the creation of man, 
male and female, the Lord of the Universe, their 
Maker, blessed them, and said unto them: 'Be fruit- 
ful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue 
it.' To subdue the earth was, therefore, one of the 
lirst duties assigned to man at his creation ; and now, 
in his fallen condition, it remains among the most ex- 
cellent of his occupations. To subdue the earth is 
pre-eminently the purposes of the undertaking, to the 

6 
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accomplisbment of which the first stroke of the spade 
is now to be Btruck. That it is to be etruck, by this 
hand, I invite you to witness." 

Attending this action was an incident which pro- 
duced a firreuter .sensation than anv other event that 
occurred during the day. The President, in attempt- 
ing to run the spade into the ground, strock a root 
which prevented its penetrating tiie earth. He tried 
it a second time with no better success, when a wag 
in tlie crowd cried out that he had come across a 
"hickory root." Thus foiled, he threw down the 
spade and hastily stripped off his coat and went to work 
in earnest The people around on the hills who conld 
not hear, but could see and understand what was go- 
ing on, raised a loud cheering, which continued for some 
time after the President had overcome the difficulty. 
The excavation of the canal was immediately put 
under contract During the excavation of the canal 
through the town, some accidents occurred : In un- 
dermining a heavy bank of earth between High and 
Congress Streets, it suddenly fell and destroyed the 
lives of two men. On the section between Market 
and Frederick Streets a sand blast was fired by a con- 
tractor, when large rocks were hurled through the air. 
One rock struck the dormer window in tlie house of 
Doctor Charles A. Beatty, on Water Street, and 
smashed it to pieces; another rock, weighing one 
thousand and forty-five pounds, struck a horse at llie 
comer of Potomac and Water Streets, producing in- 
stant death. Tlie indignation was so great against the 
contractor that he fied the town. The work progressed 
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80 rapirlly that, by the 4th of July, 1831, the water 
was let in from the first feeder to the Columbian 
Foundry. The number of locks on the canal are sev- 
enty-three ; being one hundred feet long, fifteen feet 
wide, with eight feet lift ; arc built of cut stone and 
laid in cement. The distance from our town to Cum- 
berland is one hundred and eighty-four miles, to which 
point the canal is finished. In subscribing to the 
stock of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, at one hund- 
red dollars per share, the United States subscribed to 
ten thousand, the cit}' of Washington to ten thousand, 
Alexandria to twent}^-ftve hundred, and Georgetown to 
twenty-five hundred shares, which, with private sub- 
scriptions, amounted to three million five hundred thou- 
sand dollars — at that time thought to be suflicient to 
complete the canal to Cumberland. When the reader 
peruses the chapter on the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, in 
this work, he will see that the estimate was far below the 
actual cost. The cities of the District employed Richard 
Kush to negotiate a loan of one million and live Inm- 
drcd thousand dollars on the credit of the citizens of 
Washington, Alexandria, and Georgetown, to meet 
their subscription towards the work; which money 
was obtained in Holland, of the house of Messrs. Orom- 
melins at Amsterdam. 

CHANNEL OF TIIK RIVKR. AND CONTEST FOR THE UPPEB 
AND LOWEA ROADS LEADING TO FALL'S BRID6B. 

The channel of the river, helow the town, began to 
fill up, so that a brig or large \ cssel, when loaded, 
could not pass down the river. As the town had paid 



Digitized by Google 



44 



CHANNEL OF THE HIVER 



hiv^e sums of monev into the Treasury of the United 
States, when a large importing and exporting business 
was done. Congress passed an act on the 2d of March, 
1833, appropriating one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars — **to enable the town to remove obstructions 
to tliu ligation of the river, and for tlie further pur- 
pose of enabling tlie citizens to make a free turnpike 
road to the District line in Virginia, and to purcliase 
the bridge at the Little Falls of the Potomac Biver 
and declare the same free, and to keep the road and 
bridge in repair forever.'* 

The Corporation of Georgetown made a contract 
with K.and T. F. Ellicot, of Baltimore City, to deepen 
the channel below the town. They brought a powers 
M dredging machine to accomplish their contract, and 
by the year 1835, they had excavated a cnt through 
the bar, heh)w tlie town, that gave a suflieient (K'|»tli of 
water to float large ships. Tlie cut made througli the 
bar was four thousand feet in length by one hundred 
and forty feet wide, with a depth of fifteen feet at low 
tide, and nineteen feet at high tide. Before the exca- 
vation, tlie depth of water over the bar was from ten 
to twelve feet. 

The chronicler makes the following extracts from 
the report of the Commissioneia appointed to supers 
vise the work on the channel : 

"Statement showing expenditures in excavating the 
channel through the bar below Georgetown— com- 
menced in 1833, and continued to December 31, 1835: 

Expenses in the year 1833 : For prelimi- 
nary surveys i 2W 31 
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Estimate of excavations in 18S4: 38,670 
cubic yards, @ 80 cents 11,571 00 

Contingent expenses: Engineers' pay dur- 
ing &e year 1834 816 04 

Estimate of excavation, per contract of 
1835 : 10,068 cubic yards, ® 30 cents... 3,020 40 

Estimate of same work, being an angle of 
the bars: 4,815 cubic yards, @ 30 cents.. 1,444 50 

Estimate of excavation dnrinsf residue of 

year 1835: 58,204 cuI.k' yds. @ 30 cts. 17,488 20 

Contingent expenses, exclusive of pay of 
Engineers fi80 50 

$35,256 95 

Leaving a balance yet due to the contractors, the 
Messrs. Ellioots, according to contract, as security for 

completion, $3,000. 

WALTER SlfTTH, 
Jamtary 26, 1886. JOHN KURTZ, 

WILLIAM LAIRD, 
CommissUmen. 

Considerable discussion sprang up in our Boards of 
Aldermen and Common Council, whether all the 
nioney left from deepening the channel should not be 
applied to the making of two roads to the Fall's 
Bridge ; one by the side of the canal, and the other 
from the intersection of High and Seventh Streets, 
across the country to intersect the canal road. We 
had at this time a property qualification in electing 
the Mayor and members of the Corporation ; and the 
consequence was, we elected able men to the council 
that would have done honor to the floors of Congress: 
There was Thomas Corcoran, Francis Dodge, Samuel 
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McKennev, and others, men of strong minds and able 
debaters. The question was debated for several weeks. 
Colonel Coroorany being the advocate for the lower 
ronte, was overwhelming in his aigament; and the 
question was finally decided in favor of the road by 
tbe side of the canal ((in being submitted to a vote of 
the people) by a majority of five votes. On the 11th 
of March, 1833, the CJoiporation appropriated fifty 
thousand dollars to pordhase all chiim and right to the 
FalPs Bridge and the road leading to the same. 

The friends of the upper route were not dismayed 
by the decision of the people, and at the next elec- 
tion, held on the fourth Monday in Febniaiyy 1834, 
they elected a majority of upper ronte men, and on 
the 21st of October, 1884, they passed a bill for mak- 
ing the upper road, and appropriated fifteen thousand 
dollars out of the Congreas fund to construct the same ; 
but the cost of the road before completion was twenty- 
seven thousand dollars. 

TBB HOLLAND LOAN, AND OPPOSITION TO THB 
ALSXANDBIA AQITBDUCT. 

On the 20th of May, 1836, Congress passed an act 
to relieve the cities of the District from the Holland 
loan, incurred by their snbscription to the stock of the 
Chesapeake k Ohio Canal. Washington City owed 
one million of dollars, Alexandria two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, and Georgetown the same 
amount as Alexandria, making one and a half mil- 
lions assumed and ptud by the United States. 

Jn the same year (1886), while the Alexandria Aque- 
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duct was being constructed, under a charter pasaed by 
Congress, dated 26tli May, 1830, also, under a large 
donation of four hundred thousand dollaiB given bj 
Congress to aid in the construction of the work, the 
corporate authonties of Georgetown undertook, by an 
iii juiu tioii, to stop the further progress of the work. 
The ease carne on for a hearing before the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia, when the Court de- 
dded against the town on a demurrer to the bill. An 
appeal was taken to the Supreme Court of the United 
States ; tliat court held " that the pUiintitfs, in their cor- 
porate capacity, could not maintain this suit in behalf 
of the citizens of Georgetown. It was not like the 
common case of the creditor's bill, where the persons 
bringing the suit by names have an interest in the sub- 
ject-matter wliich enables them to sue ; and the others 
are treated as a kind of co-plaintiffs with those named. 
The appellants have no authority to vindicate, in a 
court of justice, the rights of citizens of their town in 
the enjoyment of their pi o{»erty." (12 Peters, p. 91.) 
This was an unfortunate suit for the town. It s^ener- 
ated bad feeling between Alexandria and Georgetown, 
and when we went to Congress and asked for a free 
bridge by the side of the Aqueduct, Ale^mdria op- 
posed it, and we obtained nothing. 

BASIS OP AN AGREBMENT FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF 
WASHINGTON CITT AND GBOBGETOWN. 

In the year 1856, on the 17th and 24th of Septem- 
ber, and 15th and 17th of October, a committee from 
the town, appointed by the corporate authorities, met 
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a committee of Washins^on City at the City Ilall, for 
the purpose of devising some plau to consolidate the 
two dties ; the following propodtionB were submitted 
and argued at length hj the gentlemen on both sides. 

** 1. G^rgetown, as such, is no longer to have any 
separate exist e nee as a corporation. Ail of its powers 
of legislation and distinct corporate action are to be 
surrendered. 

2. Geoigetown is to form two wards of Washington 
City, to have a representation in the Councils of Wash- 
ington, as such, and to have the rights and incur the 

obligation of such. 

3. The people of Georgetown, in becoming citizens 
of Washington City, will assume their proportion of 
the debt of Washington, and submit to such revenue 
system and taxation as is or may be imposed upon the 
citizens of Washington City, for the purpose of pay- 
ing the principal and interest of said debt. 

4. The debt of Georgetown, funded and floating, is 
to be assumed by Washington. 

5. The property, real and personal, now owned by 
Georgetown, the debts owing to it, the stocks held by 
it, and assets of any and every kind belonging to it, 
are to vest absolutely in Washington City. 

6. The obhgations incurred by Georgetown, so far 
as they bind it, and no further, are to be assumed by 
Washington. 

7. The present western or Virginia Channel of the 
Potomac is not to be altered or in any manner attected, 
except by the consent of the people resident in the 
aforesaid two new wards, or of a migorily of their rep- 
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resentatives in each of the branches of the Corporap 
tion of Washington. 

8. The pe ople of Georgetown, in becoming citizens 
of Wabliington, will assume their just and fair propor- 
tion of all the obligations, past and future, incurred 
by Washington City. 

9. Georgetown and Washington City will jonite in 
an efibrt to have any plan of nnion agreed upon car- 
ried out by appropriate legislation by Congress. 

10. Any plan agreed upon by the joint committee 
is to be submitted to the people of Washington City 
and Georgetown, respectively, for ratification, and shall 
only be effeetnal when ratified by both cities and eon- 
firmed by Congress." 

All the propositions were agreed to except the sev- 
enth, to which the Washington committee objected ; 
bat our committee held on to the seventh proposition, 
when, no agreement being accomplished, the meeting 
adjourned sine die. 

In the year 1838, on the 29th and 30th of January, 
and at other times, several meetings were held at the 
old Lancaster School room, on Beall Street, to consider 
and discuss the question of retrocession to Maryland 
of all that part of tlic District lying west of Rock 
Creek, including (Georgetown. Samuel McKenny ad- 
dressed the citizens in favor of the question in an able 
^ech, that occupied two evenings in its delivery ; he 
was replied to by others, when it was agreed to sub- 
mit the question to a vote of the people. On au elec- 
tion being held in the town a majority of sixty-five 
votes was declared in faVor of retrocession. Con- 

7 
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sequentl y, a committee was appointed to visit Annapo- 
lis and lay before the Legislature of Maryland a peti- 
tion of the dtizenB of G^rgetown for annexation to 
the State of Maryland, which was favorably received 
and considered ; but tlie Congi'ess of the United States 
took no action on the petition. In 1851, several meet- 
ings were held at Forrest Hall to discuss tlie ques- 
tion of retrocession. Able speeches were made for 
and against retrocession by Henry Addison, Samuel 
McKenny, and Robert Ould and others, but no vote 
was submitted to the people, and the question rested. 
The chronicler at that time penned an allegory on the 
question of retrocession to Maryland, or annexation to 
Washington, published in the Georgetown AdoocaJb^ In 
1851, which we will now insert : 

"J5 it best to marry widower Georgetown to Miss 

Margland or to Ijxdy Washington f 

Mr. Editor ; It is proposed to marry Georgetown 
to Maryland, a buxom lady of seventy-five years of 

age, with a debt resting upon her shoulders of fifteen 
million dollars, running on interest at 6 per cent, per 
annum, makini!; tlie interest for the first vear nine hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Now we well know, according 
to the rules and laws of matrimonv, that widower 
Georgetown must take Mainland with all hei' advan- 
tages and disadvantages, and if Maryland has not 
enough to pay her deists while single, the property of 
her husband, Georgetown, must be taken to pay her 
liabilities. Now, Lady Maryland has been accustomed 
to high life, and high living. She has given soirees 
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and parties freqaently at her palace at Annapolis, and 
invited the surronnding country and legislature to feast 
on champagne and oysters, while old Georgetown has 
been accustomed to live upon Potomac herrings and 

corn-bread, and by his economy lias lai<l np a little 
property ; which he is now going to throw away upon 
his extravagant lady-love^ Maryland. Why, Lady 
Maryland has been accustomed to move in a high and 
noble sphere. She has involved herself in debt by 
liiaking railroads, on which she could take pleasant 
ridea with her company and enjoy a season at irar[)cr's 
Ferry, in beholding the surrounding scenery, the hills 
and valleys of Virginia, and the meanderings of the 
Potomac from the unbroken plains. 8he has luxuri- 
ated at Martinsburg, then at Winchester, then next at 
Cuinberland, where she settled down and built a pal- 
ace to feast the inhabitants of Alleghany. We next 
hear of her preparing for a departure from that city, 
with more than a dozen cars in her train, carrvim]^ her 
company, baggage, and boxes, with a snorting, fiery 
locomotive ready for the word, and wlien she takes her 
departure, we cannot tell where she will spend the next 
summer, whether upon the hills of Pittsburg, or slum- 
beri ng upon the banks of the Ohio, at Wheeling. Kow, 
would it be well to nmrrv widower ( ieoro:eto\vn to such ' 
an extravagant lady as this ? The best wc can do is 
to unite Georgetown to Washington. Lady Washing- 
ton is but little in debt compared to Miss Maryland, 
and she has an uncle, called ' Uncle Sam,' who is very 
liberal towards her. He owns large possessions ; he 
owns the Capitol and the departments, the tSmithsouian 
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Institute, lar£!;e tracks of land in the West, and all 
California, lie lias a large revenue of fifty millions, 
out of which he generally gives two or three handi*ed 
thousand a year to his niece, as pm money, which en- 
ables her to adorn her person in fine attire, and beau- 
tify her city by making rough places smooth, and fill- 
ing up her valleys, and laying otf her streets and ave- 
nues, lighting up the city with gas, and having a guard 
to attend her person. In fact, so kind is he towards 
his niece, that it is generally believed, when the old 
man dies, he will leave her all his property, and she 
will become the richest lady in the world. Now to 
his distant relative, Georgetown, he has occasionaUy 
given something to keep him from starvation. He 
once gave him one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
to help to buy a bridge and make a road to the same, 
and on another occasion he went his securitv to the 
Dutch for one-fourth of a million, which he had to pay — 
both principal and interest; and he has never given 
him anything since. Now, as old Georgetown is rather 
poor, and hard pushed for money to get along, would 
it not be well to marry him to Lady Washington so 
that he can share in her prosperity and wealth 2 He 
would certainly have a life-estate in all her posses- 
ions, and would be entitled to receive the emblems 
and income of her vast property; and if heirs should 
be born alive (of wliich I hope there will l)e a great 
many after the union), tlicn Georgetown would, in case 
of the death of Lady Washington or the removal of 
the seat of Government, become tenant by the courtesy 
during his natural life. lie would then be entitled to 
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all the Capitol, the public buildings, and the innuiner^ 
able wealth of ' Uocle Sam.' Then we need not go 
to Washington for a walk, nor go there to laugh and 
talk, &c., &c." 

SKETCH OF ITS LEGISLATION. 

Our charter was our guide and strength. It gave 
us power to act and to do in all things relating to the 
welfSare of the town. In an evil hour we were, like 
Sampson of old, lulled to sleep hj a false Delilah, in 

the shape of a bill to create a form of Gk)vernment for 

the District of Columbia, passed by Congress on the 
21st of February, 1871. Section 37 was as follows : 

« Sec. 37. That there shall be in the District of Co- 
lumbia a Board of Public Works, to consist of the 
governor, who shall be president of said board ; four 
persons to be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, one of whom shall be a civil engineer, and the 
other a citizen and resident of tlie District, bavins: the 
qualifications of an elector therein; one of said board 
shall be a citizen and resident of Georgetown, and 
one of said board shall be a citizen and resident of 
fhe county outsdde of the cities of Washington and 
Georgetown. They shall hold office for the term of 
four years, uidess sooner removed by the President of 
the United States. The Board of Public Works shall 
have entire control of and make all regulations which 
they shall deem necessary for keeping in repair the 
streets, avenues, alleys, and sewers of the city, and all 
other works which may he entrusted to their charge 
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hv tilt' Legislative Assembly or Congress. They sliall 
disburse, upon their warrant, all moneys appro[U'iated 
by the United States, or the District of Columbia, or 
collected from property holders, in pursaance of law, 
for the iraprovement of streets, avenues, alleys, and 
sewers, and roa<ls, and britiges, and shall assess in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law upon the prop- 
erty ad^joining, and to be specially benefitted l)y the 
improvements authorized by law and made by them, 
a reasonable proportion of the cost of the improve- 
ment, not exceeding one-third of such cost, which sum 
shall be collected as other taxes are collected. They 
shall make all necessary regulations i-esi>ecting the con- 
struction of private buildings in the District of Colum- 
bia, subject to the supervision of the legislative as- 
sembly. All contracts made by the said Board of 
Public Works shall be in writing, and shall be signed 
by the parties making the same, and a copy thereof 
shall be filed in the otHce of the secretary of the Dis* 
trict ; and said Board of Public Works shall have no 
power to make contracts to bind said District to the 
payment of any sums of money except in pui*suance 
of appro} >riations made by law, and not until such ap- 
propriations shall have been made. All contracts 
made by said board in which any member of said 
board shall bo personally interested shall be void, and 
no payment shall be made thereon by said District or 
any officers thereof. On or before tlie first Monday 
in .November of each year, they shall submit to each 
branch of the legislative assembly a report of their 
transactions during the preceding year, and also fuiv 
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nish duplicates of the same to the governor, to be by 
bim laid before tbe President of tbe United States for 
transmission to the two Hoiises of Congress ; and sball 
be paid the sum of two thousand live hundred dollars 

each annually.*' 

%■' 

This section gave the Board of Public Works un- 
controllable power to dig down, fill np, and change the 
grade of the streets wherever they thought best. The 
consequence was, the District of Columbia was, with- 
in three years, overwhelmed with a del)t of twenty- 
two millions of dollara, of which Georgetown had to 
bear its share in the shape of heavy taxation, to pay 
the interest on said debt 

The Board of Public Works entered the town to 
make what they called improvements, in altering and 
changing the grade of the streets, to the great detri- 
ment and injury of a large class of property holders. 
. If ever a set of sensible men were guilty of a wrong, 
it was in tilling up Bridge Street between High and 
Market Streets; also Market Space on the east and 
west side of tbe market house. They tilled up at the 
heati of the market house thirteen feet with earth, 
and at the foot twenty feet ; thus leaving the market 
house in a hollow, as well as the row of buildings on 
both sides of Market Space. The consequence was, 
the District of Cohiinbia had to raise the l)uildinii:s to 
the new grade of the street at a cost of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars ; and the cost of raising the 
market house and underpining the same was twenty- 
four thousand, nine hundred and eighty four dollars. 
(See the acts of legislature of June 25, 1878, page 11, 
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of the statutes relating to the District of Columbia.) 
By thus filling up Market Space a most serious injury 
was done to the property holders. The grade of the 
streets was destroyed, and all commtuiication was cat 
off from the canal and river — the south side of the 
canal beins: twentv feet below tlie foot of Market 
Space. Your chronicler has seen thousands of hogs- 
heads of tobacco, and barrels of floor, hauled to the 
river down Market Space, in days gone hy, to the ves- 
sels at the wharves, to he shipped to Europe ; hut all 
this communication is now cut otf, and stores and 
dwellings which formerly sold, before the grade of the 
street was destroyed, from three to four thousand dol- 
lars, would not hring at the present time more than 
one-third of that amount. 

After the District of Columhia had been in exist- 
ence as a iiiunit ipalitv a little over three years, under 
.the act of 21st of February, 1871, Congress repealed 
the law, and passed an act on the 20th of June, 1874, 
establishing three commissioners to manage the atiairs 
of the said District, to abolish all useless offices, and 
reduce the expenses of said District. 

The salaries of the officers in the employment of the 
said District, amounted to five hundred and forty 
thousand five hundred and ninety dollars per annum, 
as per report of the comptroller made to the legislar 
ture on the 5th of May, 1873. (See journal of the 
House of Delegates, volume 5, page Go.) Such heavy 
salaries were sulficient to sink tlic District of r<>hmi- 
bia into bankruptcy, if continued for a length of time. 
To get clear of this great expense, the commissioners 
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consolidated some offices and abolished others, and re- 

duct'd tliu expenses of tlio District to an eeononi'u al 
working condition. The salaries of" the pul)lic school 
teachers being two hundred and ten thousand dollars, 
and the salaries of the officers employed in managing 
the business ot the District, about ninety thousand 
dollars, making in the aggregate, three hundred thou»- 
anci doHars. 

[A bill has ])een introduced in Congress to form a 
government for the District, and if it should pass and 
become a law, while penning these chronicles, it will 
become a part of this hook.] 

The great evil under which the District of Colum- 
bia sutfers, is its enormous debt of twenty-two million 
dollars, the interest on which exceeds a million dollars 
per annum, which is nearly equal to two-thirds of the 
revenues of the District. Now, what is a million of 
dollars? The chronicler will hei'c ^'ive you a defi- 
nition of a million: Place a million of silver dollars 
on the floor of a room, and the chronicler will allow 
an accountant to count one hundred per minute, day 
and night, and at the end of a week he will have 
counted a million. 

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION. 

Although our town was chartered in 1789 hy the 

legislature of Maryland, from that year to the first day 
of June, 1871. it never had ])ut two clerks: the late 
John Mountz was clerk trom the passage of the char- 
ter until 1856, when he was superseded in office by the 
late William Laird, Esq. Mr. Mountz became dis*- 
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qualified for the active duties of clerk by advanced 
age, but was still retained bj our corporate authori- 
ties as consulting clerk until the Ist of August^ 1857, 
when he died at an advanced age — An honest man 
the nohlest work of Gkni" 

Mr. Laird, his successor, had no superior as an ac- 
countant in this countrv. Being the son of an eminent 
merchant of our town, and qualified hy a liberal educa- 
tion and long service in the counting-'room, he fulfilled 
the expectations of the people. 

Now that our charter has passed away, and we have 
entered upon a municipal District government, the 
question is. Shall we be benefited by the change 2 We 
are now, with Washington, one town, one city, and 
one people. If our new government is strangled in its 
infancy with too much ** pap," we shall perish ; other- 
wise wo shall float upon the tide of prosperity, and the 
Genius of our commerce will again spread her white 
wings over every sea, until we shall become renowned 
throughout the habitahle globe. 

On the fourth Monday in February, every two years, 
the citizens would elect a Mayor and five members of 
the Board of Aldermen to serve two years ; and on 
each and every year they would elect eleven members 
of the Board of Common Council, to serve one year. 
Prior to the amended charter of 1830, the Mayor 
was elected by tbe joint meeting of the two boards. 
I will now mention those citizens who have served as 
Mayor and Eecorder from the time the charter was 
granted : 
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MAYORS. 

Robert Peter, Mayor from 1789 to 1798 ; Llojd ^ 
Beall,from 1798 to 1803 ; Daniel Rentzel, from 1808 

to 1805 ; Thomas Corcoran, from 1805 to 1S06 ; Dan- 
iel Rentzel, from 1806 to 1808 ; Thomas Corcoran, 
from 1808 to 1811 ; David Wiley, from 1811 to 1812; 
Thomas CorcoraD, from 1812 to 1818 ; John Peter, 
from 1813 to 1818 ; Thomas Corcoran, from 1818 to 
1819 ; Henry Foxall, from 1819 to 1821 ; John Peter, 
from 1821 to 1822 ; John Cox, from 1822 to 18-15 ; 
Henry Addison, from 1845 to 1857 ; Tviehard R. Craw- 
ford, from 1857 to 1859 ; Henry Addison, from 1859 
to 1807; Charles D. Welch, from 1867 to 1869; 
Henry M. Sweeny, from 1869 to 1871. 

All the other ollicers of the corporation were elected 
hy the joint meeting of the two boards every year, on 
the first Monday in January. 

BEC0RDBB8. 

John MackaU Gantt, from 1789 to 1809 ; James S. 
Moisell, from 1809 to 1813 ; Francis Scott Key, 1813 
to 1816 ; John Wiley, from 1816 to 1819 ; James 
Dunlop, from 1819 to 1830 ; Clement Cox, from 1839 
to 1847; Kohert Quid, from 1847 to 1851, also from 
1863 to 1859 ; Walter Cox-, from 1851 to 1853 ; Hugh 
Caperton, from 1869 to 1861 ; Walter Cox, from 1861 
to 1866 ; Charles M. Matthews, from 1866 to 1868 ; 
Charles A. Peck, from 18IJ8 to 18G9 ; Ihh^h Caperton, 
from 18G9 to 1870; Charles A. I'eck, from 1870 to 
1871. 
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There are in the town tliirteeu streets running east 
and west, also thirteen streets running north and south. 
Some of these streets had Tarions names for certain 
distances ; but to have uniformity in the names of all 

the streets, our town authorities enacted an ordinance 
on tlie 13th April, 1818, that the foll()\vini( alteration 
be made in the names of certain sticc ts in Geo race- 
town, to wit: Water Street and High Street; High 
Street continued and Commerce Street shall be hence- 
forth called and known by the name of II{gli Street, 
The streets known hy tlie name of West Landins;', 
Keys, Causeway Street, and that [»art of \\ appiug in a 
line therewith, shall be henceforth called and known by 
the name of Water Street, The street known by the 
name of Back Street, in Beall's addition to George- 
town, running parallel witli Heall Street, shall he 
henceforth called and known hy tlie name of Stoddard 
Street. The streets known hy tiie name of Duck Lane 

iff 

and West Lane shall be henceforth called and known 
by the name of Market Street, Cherry Street, com- 
mencing at the street at present known hy the name 
of Kevs, and runniiii'- northerly, includinf^ Market 
Space to Potomac Street, shall be henceforth called 
and known by the name of Fotomac Street, The street 
known by the name of Gay Street shall be henceforth 
called and known by the name of Lingan Street, The 
street known by tlie name of Bridge Street and Fall's 
Street shall he henceforth called and known hy the 
name of Bridge Street. The street known hv the name 
of New Street and Mill Street shall be henceforth 
known by the name of Monroe Street, That West 
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Street, in Bcatty aiul Ilavvkin's addition to George- 
town, be called Modison Street, The street known by 
the name of Fishing Lane and Congress Street be 
known by the name of Congress Street 

ILLUMINATING THE TOWN. 

On the 6th of September 1810, the corporate au- 
thorities passed an ordinance for the erection of lamp 

posts and lamps at the corners of tlie various streets 
in the town, to givt.' pedestrians an opportunity to lind 
their way to and from church on a dark night. These 
lamps were trimmed with oil purchased from the yan- 
kee vessels, which traded with onr town, loaded with 
onions, potatoes, and oil. These lamps lasted for 
many yeai-s, until tlie posts, from u(h aiiced age, be- 
gan to topple over, and were never replacid until their 
number were reduced to four — located at the corners 
above the market. These stood perpendicular foj^ a 
number of years, when, by an unfortunate accident 
their number was again reduced: A team ran off 
with a wagon, and its wheel striking one of the posts, 
shivered it into fragments ; of course, the lamp shared 
the same fate. There was then but three lamps left^ 
which cast a triangular light at each other, making 
darkness visible in the distance. Under this state of 
athiir.s, our citizens began to complain for more light, 
wlien, on the 20th day of July, 1854, Congress granted 
a charter, creating a gas company, by which it %vas en- 
acted, that, David English, Robert P. Dodge, Richard 
Cruikshank, Wm. M. Fitzhugh, Richard Pettit, W. F. 
Seymour, Adolpheus H. Pickrell, and "Wm. Bucknell, 
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are liereby declared to he a body coiporate by the name 
and style ot* " Georgetown Gas Light Company." 
Our corporation responded to the gas company by 
passing an ordinance, on the 6th of Jane, 1858, allow- 
ing the gas company to lay pipes throagh the streets of 
the town (and the curiioriition at the same lime erect- 
ing gas posts), to ilhmiinate the streets. Our citizens 
introduced gas into tlieir stores and dwellings, as a 
substitute for candles (which were manufactured at 
0-Donnoghue's Soap & Candle Factory, situated in the 
west end of the town.) In those days, when tallow 
dips were used, we had candle-sticks made of brass or 
tin, and occasionally of a block of wood, and when a 
candle burnt down considerably below the wick, it 
required snuffing, to give a brighter light, when the 
thumb and finger were brought into operation to de- 
capitate the lummary at the expense of smutting one's 
iin^ers. 

ANTS FROM THE WEST INDIES. 

John Laird & Son, tobacco merchants of our town, 

who shipped large quantities of tobacco every year to 
Europe, in brigs or barks, had ordered to Georgetown 
some vessels in ballast, to be loaded with tobacco. 
The vessels came and threw out their ballast on the 
wharves at the foot of Frederick Street This ballast 
contained a large number of ants, taken on board in 
the West Indies, and being cast into town in the 
summer season, they multiplied by thousimds and 
millions, and entered into every store and dwelling, 
as they multiplied and inarched onward due north. 
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Kever having gone east of Potomac Street, tlicv in- 
fested the walls of buildings, and concealed themselves 
in the cracks and openings. The chronicler has many 
times strnick 'with la stone a brick or stone wall, .when 
thousands would come to Die surface* and runiin every 
direction. Their bite or sting was painful; and such 
a nuisance had thev become to the property of the citi- 
zens (depreciating it in valiio), that our corporation 
oftered a reward for their destruction by paying one 
dollar per quart for all dead ants brought to the office. 
After paying out several hundred dollars, the cold 
winter of 1840-'41 set in, which completely destroyed 
them. 

A BREEZE m TOWN. 

One Sunday morning, in April, 1848, quite a com- 
motion was raised in the town by a number of citi- 
zens, who had given out, on the Saturday evening pre- 
vious, a supply of provisions to be cooked next morn- 
ing for breakfast. One expected muffins; the second, 
warm rolls ; and the third, buckwheat cakes and fried 
chicken. Xo breakfast being ready, tlie ladies of the 
house went to see what could the matter be, when, lo 
and behold, there was no " Polly to put the kettle on." 
The fires were out, and the kitchens were dark and 
cold. The servants had absconded, and where had 
they gone, was the inquiry. It was discovered that a 
schooner, named tbe Pearl, Imd a few days before un- 
loaded her cargo of wood, and sailed away in the night, 
and was supposed to have carried oif all the runa- 
way slaves. Imme(Uately the steamer Sakm was char- 
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tered, and many of our citizens volunteered their ser- 
vices, heinj^ armed and equipped according to law, and 
started in pursuit of the missing vessel. After steam- 
ing down the Potomac for a day and a night, thej came 
upon the Pearl in Cornfield Harbor, near the month 
of the river. They immediately boarded the schooner, 
fastened down the hatches, and secured the captain 
and the few hands who sailed the vessel ; thev then 
lashed the schooner to the steamer and headed for 
Georgetown, wbere they arrived in the latter part of 
the week. Captain Edward Sayes and Daniel Dray- 
ton, of the Hchooner Pearl, were committed to jail, 
and at tlie J une Term of the Criminal Court they were 
convicted and sentenced: Drayton to pay seventy- 
three times one hundred and forty dollars; and Cap- 
tain Saves, seventv-three times one hundred dollars, 
and to 8t:ui(l committed until paid. They were after- 
wards pardoned, August 12th, 1852. The number of 
slaves carried otf were seventy-seven ; consisting of 
tbirty-eight men, twenty-six women, and thirteen 
children. 

, LONG BRIDGE. 

There has been, almost from time immemorial, a 
great opposition, by the citizens of Georgetown, to 
tbe construction of the Long Bridge. They regarded 

tlie ])ri(lge as injurious to the channel of the river, 
and a great detriment to the conunerce of the town. 
When the bridge question was agitated in Congress, 
as far back as 1807, our corporate authorities, by an act 
of the Corporation, passed January 6th, 1807, employ- 
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ed Charles Evans, a celebrated stenographer (at ten 
dollars per day), to report the debates on the bridge 

question. Our corporate authorities did tlicir best to 
prevent the passage of the bill chartering the Poto- 
mac Bridge Company, which was incorporated Feb- 
ruary 5th, 1808; the charter to last for sixty years. 
What the town conld not do, the Potomac River did 
for us. The t'resliet of 1829 broke tlie bridge asuiKku* 
in many places, and tlie eouipanj, being unal)le to re- 
pair the same, sold all their right and title to the 
United States for twenty thousand dollars, by act of 
Congress passed July 14, 1832 ; and by a subsequent 
act approved March 2d, 1S88, the sum of two hund- 
red thousand dolhirs was a|)[>ropriated by Congress to 
erect a new 1) ridge. Our town desired that a new 
bridge should be erected above the town at the Three 
Sisters, but Washington opposed it, on the ground 
that the distance from the City Post Ofhce, through 
Georgetown to Alexandria, crossing the river at the 
Three Sisters, is ten and one-half miles; while the 
distance between the same points, crossing the river 
by the Long Bridge, is only five and three-quarter 
miles. 

It is to be presumed, that by the acts of Congress of 
July 14th 1832, and March 2d, 1833, the Unal settle- 
ment of the question, as to the permancy or removal 
of the Long Bridge was settled. After the passage 

of the above acts, the corporate authorities of George- 
town ]n*escnted a memorial to Congress, praying au 
appropriation for removing obstructions in the river, 
and making free the road to- the bridge over the Lit- 

9 
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tie Falls. In this memorial document (No. 82, H. 
R., 22d Congress, 2d Session) they say : ** Without, 

at all, complaining that Congress lias appropriated 
nionoy to erect a new bridge and make it free of tolls 
— ^t'or since it is considered necessary that a bridge 
mnst be erected there, at the «ght of the Long Bridge, 
no donbt, it ought to be free of tolls — your memorial- 
ists must, nevertheless, take leave, respectfully, to in- 
vite the attention of your lionorable body to tlie fact, 
that a free bridge must unavoidably deprive them of 
the remaining trade with the neighboring counties of 
Virginia, unless corresponding facilities are afforded 
for reaching Georgetown ; since none will choose to 
pay a toll to cross the river when it can be crossed 
free of toll. They ask for the sum of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars for the objects set forth in 
the memorial, viz: To improve the navigation of 
the Potomac River between G^eorgetown and Alexan** 
dria, and making free the bridge over the Little Falls 
and the road leading to it." The appropriations, re- 
lating to the Long Bridge and Falls Bridge, were 
passed, and all controverey about the location of the 
bridges was considered settled. 

This memorial, presented by the citizens of George- 
town, to Congress, was jbacked by an argument upon 
the facts and questions of law in the case, and signed 
by the late John Cox, Mayor of Georgetown. It 
is presumed that this able paper was written by the 
late Clement Cox, -who was at that time, one of tlie 
most distinguished members of the Washington Bar. 

The bridge, as erected by the United States, was 
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thrown open for travel in the month of October, 1885, 
when the President of the United States with his Cab- 
inet crossed it on foot, and retnmed in carriages. 
The bridge, as then constmcted, had a drawer over 
the Virginia Channel, sixty-six feet wide, and over the 
"Washington Channel, thirty-five feet; and was sub- 
stantially the same as that which now essts — that is» 
the solid causeway occupies about one third of the 
bridge; the rest of the bridge being built of wood 
resting on piles. For some years the bridge escaped 
without any damage, but, in 1840, a portion of it was 
destroyed by an ice freshet. Without exact date, it is 
impossible to enumerate the difterent occasions in 
which .it has been injured. It was iiyured by the 
fipeshets m 1866, 1860, 1863, and 1867 ; in several in- 
stances, spans of the bridge were carried aw^ay and 
travel suspended for several months at a time ; but 
Congress has always been liberal in making appropria- 
tions to repair damages. The bridge is sometiiing 
that G^rgetown has always thrown a brick " at, and 
at every session of Congress a connnittee was generally 
appointed to attend to the interests of the town before 
Congress, and represent their grievances — the bridge 
always receiving due consideration; but, as we are 
now under one form of government, and almost one 
town, one city, and one people, we may harmonize 
better in the future, when liberal appropriations shall 
be made by Congress for ail parts of the District 
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The population of Georgetown was — 
in 1800, two thousand nine hundred and ninety-three ; 
in 1810, four thousand nine hundred and forty-eight ; 
in 1820, seven thousand three hundred and sixty ; 
in 1830, eight thousand four hundred and forty-one; 
ill 1840, seven thousand three hniiih'ed and twelve; 
in 1850, eight thousand three hundred and sixty-six; 
in 1860, eight thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
three; in 1870, eleven thousand three hundred and 
eighty-four; in 1878, eleven thousand five hundred 
and seventy-one. 

This last census waa taken by the officials of the 
District of Columbia. 
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Potomac BnrBB^IcB-FLOss— The Causbwat— Freshets— Gold 
Winters — Sgtbntbbn-Ysar Locusts, 

The Potomac Eiver, which haa - its rise in two 
branches, north and south, in the Alleghany Moun* 
tains, is a noble river. In its course towards the 

ocean, it is joined l)y several minor Ptreams, the lono^- 
est of which is the Shenandoah, which rises in Au- 
gusta County, Virginia, and flows two hundred and 
fifty miles before it unites with the Potomac at Har- 
per's Ferry, where the latter bursts through the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, affording a suhlime and interesting 
spectaele to the a(hnirers of nature. In its descent to 
the Chesapeake Bay, it I'oms the greater pax't of the 
boundary line between Maryland and Virginia, and 
waters the District of Columbia two hundred and fifty 
miles from the Atlantic Ocean. The termination of 
its tide-water is tliree miles above Georgetown, where 
the tide rises about four feet. Mr. Jefferson, in liis 
"Notes on Virginia," gives a graphic description of the 
scenery at Harper's Ferry. He says : 

"The passage of the Potomac Tviver through the 
Blue Kidge, is, perhaps, one of tlie most stupendous 
scenes in nature. You stand on a very higli ]H)iiit of 
land. On your right, comes up the Shenandoah, hav- 
ing ranged dong the foot of the mountain a hundred 
miles to seek a vent On your left, approaches th^ 
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Potomac in inquest of a passage, also. In the mo- 
ment of their junction, they rush together against the 
mountain, rend it asunder, and pass oif to the sea. 
The first glance of this scene hurries our senses into the 
opmion, that this earth has been created in time ;* that 
the monntmns were formed first; that the river be- 
gan to fiow^afterwarcls ; that in this place, particularly, 
they have been damed up by the Blue Kidge Moun- 
talnSy and have formed an ocean which filled the whole 
valley; that continuing to rise^they have at length 
broken over at this spot, and have torn the mountain 
down from its summit to its base. The piles of rocks 
on each hand, but, particularly on the Shenandoah — 
the evident marks of their disruptare and avulsion 
from their beds by the most powerful agents of nar 
ture— corroborates the nnpression; but the distant 
finishing which nature has given to the picture is of a 
verv different cliaracter. It is a true contrast to the 
foreground. It is as placid and delightful, as that is 
wild and tremendous. For the mountain, being 
cloven asunder, she presents to your eye through the 
cleff, a small catch of smooth blue horizon at an infi- 
nite distance in the plain country, inviting you, as it 
were, from the riot and tumult roaring around, to pass 
through the breach and participate in the calm below. 
Here the eye ultimately composes itself, and that way 
to the road happens actually to lead. 

"You can cross the Potomac alcove tlio junction, 
pass along its side through the base of the mountain. 
For three miles its terrible precipices are hanging in 
fragments over you, and, within about twenty miles 
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reach Frederick Town and the fine country around 
that. This scene is worth a voyage across the Atlan- 
tic to view it ; yet, here, as in the neighborhood of the 
Natural Bridge, are people who have passed their 
lives witljin a halt-dozen miles of it, and have never 
been to survey these monuments of a war between 
rivers and mountains, which must have shaken the 
earth itself to its centre." 

ICB-FLOBS. 

The chronicler of tliese events occasionally spent 
some hours at the Arlington Springs, in conversation 
with G. W. P. Custis, the proprietor of Arlington, 
whose mind was replete with revolutionary history, 
and the events of the times that tried men's souls. 
On several occasions he related a description ol" an ice 
freshet that took place after the revolutionary war. 
Said he: 

"The ice, in the memorable year of 1784, moved 
twice: It first decended in vast quantities from the 
upper Potomac, till it reached the Three Sisters, where 
it stopped and accumulated in great masses and froze 
together again ; then came the deep snow, followed by 
a general thaw and violent rains. Tlie second move- 
ment carried all before it. The slioving oti' of a 
strongly built stone house or stable from the bank, of 
where now is your town, is a weU remembered story 
of the past. Both branches of the river around An- 
alostan Island were open in those days ; the eastern 
branch being used as the sliip channel. The freshet 
of 1784 tore open the western branch, and formed in 
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the one freshet, a ehunncl way that would have ad- 
luitted the passage of an Indiaiiian to Georgetown, 
being from twenty-«even to thirty-feet depth up to the 
wharves of the town. 

THB CAUSEWAY. 

**This channel was in all its usefulness wlien I came 
to live in your vichiity in 1802, and would have heen 
a ship channel for the largest shipping up to this time, 
but for the unfortunate erection of the uafcrtmate 
causeway, which, while doing good to none, has done 
infinite harm to everv one. It has rendered its viein- 
ity unhealthy, in an eminent degree, and will, until its 
removal, render the island (that must soon be occu- 
pied as a commercial part of Georgetown) uninhabitar 
ble. By blocking up one-half or more of the vent for 
the passage of the water, the whole force of the river 
is now thrown upon the wharves and warehouses of 
Georgetown. Again, it would recpiire but one-halt' of 
such a freshet as 1784, to do as much mischief as that 
memorable freshet did ; for while one-half of tlie jiass- 
age way for the waters of 1784, is now filled up, the 
river at Georgetown is but one-hall' as dee[i, ]»eing 
thirty feet I'rom shore to shore fifty years ago, is now 
not over fifteen feet, and a vast accumulation of mud 
next to the causeway. What shall we do ? I answer, 
knock away that nuisance to every one, the causeway^ 
and take the chances. What hai)[>cne(l in 1784, may 
happen again in 1852, and a single freshet make a 
channel-way to Georgetown, that may carry an Indiar 
man to her wharves. Five yeai's ago (1836), you had a 



Digitized by Google 



THE GAU8KWAT. 



78 



pretty fair Bai iq lo of a freshet \nthoQt ice, in the navi- 
gation of your lower streets by boats. Had tbe river 
at tliat time been eneuniliored witb icebergs, all the 
wharves and warehouses of Georgetown would have 
been an al&ir for history^ for not a wreck would hare 
been left behind. 

The western channel is intended by nature to be 
the principal chaunel to the town, for it is the nearest 
and most direct^ and water chooses tlie nearest and 
most direct route alwavs. In 1784 the Potomac had 
her choice, and she chose the western channel. It is 
a melancholy reflection that, from circumstances be- 
yond tibe control of her citizens, Georgetown is des- 
tined, in a limited number of years, to have no har- 
bor at all. The same causes produce the same elfect 
all the world over. From each pier of the Aqueduct, 
there will extend a tongue of land, made by the allu- 
vial deposits of the river, which will unite in the har- 
bor and till it up. • 

"The engineers have pronounced it practicable to 
make an artificial rhannel through the present bar be- 
low the island, only by a heavy expense in works of 
art Perhaps old Potomac may take the engineering 
into her own hands, and give a channel, as she did m 
1784, after a manner speedily, efficient, and entirely 
her own. 

" With the rapidly increasing commerce of the 
canal, it behooves you of Georgetown to look out for 
more conunercial room by annexation of Analostan 

Island ; but, if the causeway is to form part of the 
new annexation, rely upon it that the population of 

10 
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the new Territory will require a pretty smart sprink- 

liiifiT of doctoi-s, apothecaries, nurses, and grave dig- 
gers, who will be in lull employment from the Ist of 
June to the 1st of December." 

FBBSHBIS. 

We have had many freshets in the Potomac. The 
great freshet of June, 1836, over-flowed the wharves 
and cellauB along the line of Water Street, and did 
great damage to the canal. The freshets of April and 
September, 1843, were equally as destractive. So was 
the freshet of October, 1847, when the banks of tlie 
canal were rent asunder, and navigation suspended 
until the spring of 1848. The freshet of April, 1852, 
was very destractive; navigation was sni^ended on 
the canal all smnmer, and it cost the company several 
hundred thousand dollars to repair damages. The 
water in the river was so high that it ran over the 
causeway, which joins Analostan Island with the 
main-land, and washed away the stone wall, and made 
a new channel for the river, which damage cost the 
town several thousand dollars to repair. We have 
had, since, a number of freshets in the Potomac during 
the years 1856, 1860, 1863, 1866, and 1867, but none 
of them doing much damage. The freshet of October 
Ist, 1870, was very destructive ; carrying away more 
than one-half of the Chain Bridge, and washing away 
the causeway and south draw of the Long Bridge. 
The canal was greatly damaged, several lock-gates 
were seen floating down the river, and navigation sus- 
pended for several weeks, which cost the company he- 
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tweeu eighty and one hundred tliousand dolhirs to re- 
pair the injury. The freshet of 24th, 25th, and 26tli 
of November, 1877, waa higher than either of the 
freshets of 1847, 1852, or 1870, doing serious izguiy 
to the banks of the canal, which cost the company 
two hundred and titty thousand dollars to repair, and 
again washing away the stone causeway, which joins 
Analostan Island with the main-land, giving a chance 
to the Commissioners of the District of CSolumbia to 
repair the damage. 

COLD WINTERS. 

The sc^vcnty of the winter of 1780, or '84, is de- 
scribed by Jetferson in his Notes on Yliginia." He 
says: ** That the wmter was so cold, tiiat the Chesa- 
peake Bay was frozen from its head to the month of 

the Potoiiuic River, and at Annapolis, where the bay 
is tive miles wide, the ice was live inches thick." 

The winter of 1827, was of remarkable severity in 
this latitude. Alexandria was nearly burnt down on 
the 18th day of January of that year, and many citi- 
zens of our town skated on the ice to Alexandria, and 
assisted in extinguishing tlie contiagration. The win- 
ter of 182Ji-'30, was vei'y cold, and the ice broke up 
with a freshet, carrying away the schooner Washing- 
ion from Crittenden's wharf, where she had been made 
fast with numerous cables, which were rent like pipe 
stems, and the ves.^el carried down the river until she 
grounded on Easby's Point. At the same time the 
Long Bridge was shattered to pieces by the ice, four- 
teen gaps being made by the force of the freshet. 
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Congress then purchased the remnant of tlie bridge 
of the Potomac Bridge Company for twenty-thousand 
dollars, and afterwards erected the present structure. 
The winter of 1831-'82, was very long and extremely 

(. old. The clironicler was, at that time, a scholar at 
Professor HalloweU's school, located in Alexandria, 
and well remembers the severe coldness of the 
weather. The cold weather commenced in Novem- 
ber, 1831 ; the Potomac Mver was soon ice-bound, 
iintl the boys enjoyed fine skating. On coming home 
to spend the Christmas Holidays, we crossed the river 
at the Ferry near the Aqueduct, and saw on the ice, 
at the time, a wagon loaded with wood, being drawn 
by four horses. The mercury (in the Thermometer 
situated constantly in the shade on the west side of our 
dwelling), indicated four degrees ])elow zero. In the 
first part of January, 1832, we had a thaw, and the 
ice passed quietly away; but in the latter part of the 
month the weather again turned suddenly cold, and 
the Potomac was frozen over. On the 28th of Janu- 
ary, of that winter, after two nights freeze, I at- 
tempted to come home by way of the Long Bridge. 
On arriving at the bndge, X tbund no track broken 
for the Ferry Boat, and to cross on the ice was con- 
sidered impossible, as the river is more than a mile 
wide. Ilavino: mv skates with me, and not likim^ to 
turn back, I put them on, and taking the branch of 
a tree in my hands, I crossed over in safety, to the sat- 
isfEKstion of the crowd who stood looking on at my 
fool-hardv venture. As I skated on the ice, it was so 
thin that it would crack and bend under my light 
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weight, and I could distinctly see the leaves and twigs 
floating in the water under my feet. Having arrived 
on the Washington shore, I felt so well satisfied, lhat 
T wonld not have returned for the fortune of Stephen 
Giriird. The winter of 1835, was the coldest ever ex- 
perienced in this latitude. We had some weeks a 
thaw, and then the weather would turn extremely 
cold. The mercury indicated in January, sixteen de- 
grees helow zero. We had three severe cold spells of 
weather during that year ; one of which was in March. 
On the 3d of that month I skated on the Potomac, 
playing " Bandy " and " Prisoner's Base." The winter 
of 1889-'40, was long and cold. The ice broke up in 
the Potomac on the 10th of February, 1840 ; and car- 
ried away the Chain Bridge, and the draw of the Long 
Bridge. The winter of 1840-'41, was long and cold; 
though the degree of cold was not as great as some 
previous winters. The 12th of February, 1841, was 
the coldest day during the season, and it is well re- 
membered by the inhabitants of this town as the day 
that General TTarrison paid Georgetown a visit just 
before his inauguration as President of the United 
States. We all remember the winters of 18r)5, 1856, 
and 1857; the snows were deep, and the cold was 
severe. During the winter of 1857, sleigliing was 
enjoyed by our inhabitants. Fleet horses were ])rought 
on from other cities to race on Pennsylvania Avenue, 
and when the drivers would be arrested for driving at 
an improper speed, they would pay the fine, crack 
the whip over the head of justice and go it again. 
This was the winter that a locomotive was run on the 
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ice across the river, from Maryland to Alexandria ; 
also, sleepers and rails were laid upon the ice at Haver 
de Grace, across the Susquehanna Biver^ and tr^s 
of cars crossed over for more than a month. 

There is a law of nature, that one extreme is fol- 
lowed by another. The extreme hot summer of 1884, 
was followed by the cold winter of 18e35 ; and the 
centennial year of 1876, was very warm ; the heat set 
in ahout the 20th of June, and never broke until the 
18th of July, when we had a tew pleasant days, when 
the heat set in again and lasted until the Ist of Sep- 
tember. The winter of 1876-'77, was severe. The 
extreme cold set in on Saturday, the 9th of December, 
and continued to the Idth of January, when we had a 
thaw. 

SEVBNTBBN-TEAB LOCUSTS. 

I heard a citizen remark at one time, that every 
locust-year was followed by a cold winter. This re- 
mark will hold true, though no philosophical reason 
can be assigned for it On examining some old 
registers in manuscript, I found that the locusts ap- 
peared in 1800, and was followed by an extreme 
cold winter; then again in 1816, and another cold 
winter. I well remember their appearance in the 
summer of 18B4, which was followed by the severe 
winter of 1835, as above stated; they again appeared 
in the summer of 1851, and the winter of 1852, was 
one which young and old will long remember. In 
1867, they again made their appearance, which was 
followed by the cold winter of 1868. There may be 
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something providential in all this, which the obtuse 

intellect of man may not be able to ftxthoni ; that 
swarms of locusts should come out of the ground once 
every seventeen years, spreading destruction among 
the trees and shrubbery, deposit their eggs, then tum- 
ble into naught, and their departure followed by an 
extreme cold winter, which may cause the eggs to re- 
main in a torpid state, for seventeen years, before the 
locust is produced again. 
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Potomac Canal— Falls BaiDos— Military Gompahibs — Gov- 
TE8TBD Elections — Banks in Gboboetown. 

These chronicles would be imperfect if thej did not 
conti^n a brief deficription of the Potomac Canal, char- 
tered by the Legislature of Maryland in 1784. This 
canal runs around the principal falls of the Potomac 
River. At the Great Falls, where the difference of 
level is seventy-six feet nine inches, it was surmounted 
by five locks of solid masonry of stoae ; each one hund- 
red feet in length, of various widths of from ten to 
fourteen feet, with a lift of from ten to eighteen feet; 
also, guard locks, and entensive basin — a canal twelve 
hundred yards in length lined with stone. The two 
lower locks were excavated entirely from the solid 
rock, and exhibited an imperishable monument of per* 
severance and skill. At the Little Falls, the differw 
ence of level is thirty-seven feet, and was surmounted 
by four locks of solid masonry of stone, of the dimen- 
sions of eighty feet in length, and twelve feet wide, 
and by a canal two^d-a-half miles long ; on the mar- 
gin of which were found inexhaustible supplies of val- 
uable stone for building pinposes. The canal, at both 
the Great and Little Falls, was excavated of the fol- 
lowing dimensions : Twenty-five feet wide at the sur* 
face, twenty feet wide at the bottom, and four feet 
deep. Gk>ndola8 and small canal boats only navi-* 



Digitized by Google 



f ALLS B&IDGE. 



81 



gated this canal. In 1825, an iissignnient of all the 
right, title, claim, and franchise, of tiie Potomac Canal 
Companj, was made to the Chesapeake k Ohio Canal 
Company, and being vested with all the privileges of 
the Potomac Canal, the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
Company made the bed of the Potomac Canal as a 
part of its own structure ; which surrender is recorded 
in liber W. B., No. 33, page 58. The boats that navi- 
gated the old Potomac Canal, only carried from eighty 
to one hnndred barrels of flour ; the boats now navi- 
gating the present canal, will carry from one thousand 
to twelve hundred barrels of iiour or one huudi'cd 
and twenty tons of coal. 

fALLS BKIUUE. 

Falls Bridge is located at- the Little Falls of the 

Potomac River, three miles above town. From a 
carefully prepared profile drawing in the ofHcc of Col- 
onel Theodore B. Same, the channel at this point is 
shown to be very deep, the bottom roclgr and uneven, 
the current swift and running close to the Viiginia 
shore. The long stretch of rock flats, nearly five 
hundred yards in width, between iliis channel and the 
canal on the District side, is seldom covered with 
water, exco[>t in times of freshets. Immediately be- 
low, the liittle Falls the depth of water is over eighty 
feet, and continues very deep until the Aqueduct is 
reached. 

In order to understimd how the Falls Bridge was 
originally built, it will be requisite to refer to the Leg- 
islature of Maryland. The Legislature of Maryland, 
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by an act of 1 791, chapter 81, incorporated the George- 
town Bridge Company, for the purpose of erecting a 
toll bridge at the Little Falk of the Potomac Eiver; 
and subsequently, by an act of 1795, chapter 44, on 

petition of that company, autliorized fliem to construct 
a road from the bridge to Georgetown ; which said 
road was declared to be " a public highway forever, 
and kept in repair by said company.'' Afterwards, 
upon the destruction of the bridge in February, 1811, 
Congress authorized the company to make a new as- 
sessment upon its stockliolders to rebuild the bridge 
and keep the same in i*epair, together with the road 
leading thereto from Georgetown. The bridge and 
road were constructed by the same company, chargea- 
ble upon and to be kept in repair by the same com- 
pany, for the use of the public. It was under this 
state of circumstances, that Congress, in ] >nrsuance of 
its general policy to make the road and bridges lead- 
ing to and tiirough the District of Columbia free to 
all, passed the act of 1838, chapter 66, appropriating 
a sum of money, to enable the Corporation of George-- 
town, among other things, to make a free turnpike road 
to the District line on the Yir^nia side of the river, 
and to purchase of the present proprietors, and make 
forever free a bridge over the Little Falls of the Poto- 
mac Kiver; coupling w\ih its bounty, the condition, 
" that before the said sum be paid over to the said cor- 
poration, it shall pass an ordinance to make said road 
and bridge free, and to be kept in repur by said cor- 
poration.'' 

This bridge, built of timber, was supported by iin- 
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mense cable chains stretching from pier to pier, from 
wliich the term " Chain Bridge," is derived. In 1832, 
daring the winter of that year, the Falls Bridge, com* 
mouly called the Chain Bridge, was taken down hy 
the bridge company, ou account of the great accuinu- 
hitiou of ice in the river and the hanking of the 
same against the bridge. The chronicler rememl)er8 
seeing the flats, lying between the tow path of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal and the river, being banked 
np with ice, mountains high, and so covered with 
(lehria and (h'ift wuud, that [)ersons who went fishing 
at the Little Falls in the month of May or June, could 
always find a lump of ice to put into a bucket of 
water. This bridge was replaced by a more substan- 
tial structure, and paid for out of the one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars given to the tow^n by Con- 
gress, which remained a thoroughfare for a number of 
years, until carried off by an ice freshet during the 
winter of 1840, when the corporation built a new 
bridge of timber four hundred feet long, and costing 
•thirteen thousand five hun(h cd dollars, which lasted 
until destroyed by the ice freshet of April, 1852, but 
was afterwards rebuilt 

In 1842, Congress extended the jurisdiction of the 
Corporation of Georgetown, so as to include the 
bridge which had then just been constructed, by that 
corporation, at the Little Falls. This act provides, 
"that as often, and so long, as said bridge shall here- 
after, from any cause, be impassible, it shall be lawful 
for the proprietors of laiid on both sides of the river 
through which the ferry road, to connect with the 
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Falls Bridge turnpike, shall pass, and they are herehy 
authorized and empowered to establish aud keep a 
ferry, &c." 

In 1858, Oongress, by an act makmg appropriations 
for sundry ciTil expenses of the government, [ilaced 

the bridge under the protection of Georgetown, with 
power to regulate the speed of travel, and the pass- 
age of droves of cattle over the same, but expressly 
forbid that any tolls should be charged. 

In 1860, an appropriation was made to reimburse 
the Corporation of Georgetown for money advanced 
towards the construction of the Little Falls Bridcre. 

In a report made by General Micliler to the Secre- 
retaiy of War in 1869, upon the subject of a rail- 
road bridge across the Potomac River, and the chan- 
nel of the river," considerable statistical information 
is given concerning the bridges in tliis District, and 
regrets expressed that but few of the reports, plans, 
and estimates of the diii'erent bridges are now to be 
found among tiie archives of the several departments, 
and that the most important facts concerning these 
works, aside from the various amounts iip[)r()priated 
;nid expended on them, are only to he obtained from 
the Statues at Large. 

The Falls Bridge, since its partial destruction by the 
freshet on the first of October, 1870, various appro- 
priations have, from time to time, been made for its 
repair, &c., but such expenditures proving to be un- 
satisfactory by reason of the floods, Congress, by an 
act approved June 10th, 1872, appropriated one hund- 
red thousand dollars for rebuilding the Falls Bridge, 
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with a proviso that it ".^liall be re1»nilt as a sul>stan- 
tial iron structure, upon plans appr( t \ ( d by the chief 
of en^neere of the army, and under his supervision 
and direction." Proposals were advertised for, and 
finally the bid of a bridge building firm from Con- 
necticut was accepted. These parties forfeited their 
rights by dehiy, and the contract was then made with 
Messrs. Clarke, Reeves <fc Co. 

So disastrous hitherto have the floods been to the 
bridges here, that General Babcock has taken the pre- 
caution in this instance, of having all the old piers 
raised two feet additional, thus giving more elevation, 
and affording more room for the ice and drift-wood. 

The plan for the new bridge selected by General 
Babcock as best adapted for this site, is what is known 
as the ** Murphy Whipple Truss.'* It is divided into 
eight spans ; two of one hundred and sixty feet, and 
six of one Imndrod and seventv-two feet each. The 
entire lenij^th is one thousand three hundred and tiltv- 
two feet. The spans are separate and independent of 
each other, resting on cast-iron bridge seats, securely 
anchored to stone copings ; one end of each span is 
fixed, atid the other rests upon friction rollers pro- 
vided for the expansion and contraction of the iron. 
The trusses are twenty-eight feet in depth and placed 
twenty-two feet apart from centre to centre. Each 
truss of one hundred and seventy-two feet span is^ di- 
vided into twelve panels, and each truss of one hund- 
red and sixty feet into eleven panels of fourteen and 
one-half feet each. The upper cords, main and inter- 
mediate posts, are formed of Phcenix column iron, and 

12 
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the lower cords, main and intermediate ties of the 

forged links, without welds. Tlie post?? are fitted to 
cast-iron caps and seats, the bottoms ot" the former 
and the tops of the latter being truly turned for that 
purpose. Turned wrought-iron pins, three inches in 
diameter, lock in one connection the caps of the col- 
ums and the diiiironal ties, also the bottom cords, the 
seats of the colunms, the tliagonal ties, and tlie floor 
beam suspenders. The floor beams are fifteen-inch 
Fho&nix rolled beams, and the iloor joists and flooring 
are of the best North Carolina pine, three inches 
thick and not over six inches wide, with edges sawed 
straight, laid close, and securely spiked. Tlicre is no 
side walks, but an iron railing four feet high, placed 
on either side of the carriage way, and to prevent col- 
lison during the dark nights, it was deemed necessary 
to light the bridge. Fonr sixteen-inch railroad reflec- 
tors were purchased and placed on the bridge, two to 
light the ai)proaclies. and two in the middle of the 
structure. The width of the broadway is twenty feet, 
and the bridge is proportional so as to safely carry in 
addition to the weight of the structure, one hundred 
pounds for each sipiare loot of roadway, and the max- 
imum strain produced by this load is ten thousand 
pounds per square inch of section, or about one-sixth 
of its ultimate strength. The contract price for the 
entire work was ninety-four thousand dollars, which 
was paid by instalments as each span was completed. 
Tlie work was begun about the 1st of January, 1874, 
and finished during the same year. 
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Many of our citizens rcmenil)cr the militarv com- 
panics wliicli existed in qui* town many yeara past, 
when the disposition to be a soldier was predominant 
in the human mind. At that time a law of Congress, 
passed Sd March, 1805, made it oblisratorv for all male 
citizens between the age of eiglitr* n und lVn*ty-five to 
iiiustei' once a nionth certain nionthts in tlie year, and 
on failure, were liable to a line of live dollars for ne^ 
lect of dutj. The consequence was, many military 
companies were formed which flourished tor a while 
until tired of parade duty, wlicn ihvy dissolved, and 
returned their arms to the United States. 

The chronicler will here uicntiou, from memory, 
the names of the diHerent companies oi^auized in 
Georgetown : 

Morgan Rifles, Infantry, commanded by J ames 
Thomas; Green's liitles, Iiil'aiitry,conniian(led by Wm. 
Jewell i Blue's Muskets, lufautry, commanded by Thos. 
Corcoran ; Artillery Company, commanded by Wm. 
W. Corcoran; Artillery Company, commanded by 
John Kurtz ; Boys' Company, commanded by Lloyd 
Beall ; Troop of TTorsr. (omnianded by Thos. Turner; 
Potomac Dragoons, commanded l)y Jolm Mason; 
Troop of Horse, commanded by W m. Stewart ; George- 
town Guards, commanded by Jeremiah Bronaugh; 
Invincihles, Infantry, comnjanded by Levin Jones; 
Independent Grays, Infantry, conimanded by (^k'nient 
Smith; Morgan Rities, Infantry, commancied by R. 
Emmet Duvall ; Inde])endent <irays, Infantry, com- 
manded by James Goddard; Potomac Light Infantry, 
commanded by J. McHenry HoUingsworth; Camng- 
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ton IToiiie Guards, coimnaiided bv James (loddard ; 
Amierson'B liilles, commanded bj Cliai'les H. Rodier. 

The form of a notice to mtuter was as follows : 

Gkoroetown, Moil 1. IH'i'), 
"Sir : You are notitied to attend a battalion parade 
on tlie 2Uth instant, on the i^rounds iuimediately north 
of the residence of Col. James Thompson, at ten o'clock 
A. M., uniformed according to law. 

W. W. CORCORAN, Captain:' 

Uniform : Blue coat, white pantaloons, white vest, 
black hat, black stock or cravat. 
To Gkou(;k Shoemaker." 

Captain Corcoran thought that Shoemaker, although 
a member of the Society of Friends, would make, by 
drilling, as good a soldier as General Green of the 

re volution, wl 10 belonged to the same society; but 
Shoemaker demurred to the notice, and pleaded that he 
was a public functionary — ^holding an office as flour in- 
spector of Geor^town — and therefore was exempt 
from military duty. 

The students of Georgetown College formed them- 
selves into military eoiiipanies prior to the war. The 
Senior Cadets were organized in 1851, and the Junior 
Cadets in 1855, and were supplied with arms by the 
United States. They occasionally paraded the streets 
of our town; and iiy their soldierly appearance, and 
the promptitude and precision of tlieii niLuvh and liux- 
no'uvres, attracted the attention of our citizens as well- 
drilled companies. They, too, like all our military 
companies, have passed away, and base ball and boat 
clubs have been substituted in their place. 
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We have had some close elections in our town ; oc- 
casionally two candidates receiving the same number 
of votes for the board of common council, neither be- 
in^ elected. Another election would have to he held 
over again. This event occurred at the election held 
on the 4th Monday in February, 1853, for aldermen 
and common council, when two candidates for the 
council, Jenkin Thomas and Peter Berry, received an 
equal iminl)cr of votes; neither being elected, a new 
election was ordered by the mayor, when Peter Berry 
was elected. • The mayor of the town bein the highest 
officer, more enthusiasm was manifested when two 
candidates were running for the mayoralty. In this 
year, 1853, Henry Addison and William McKenny 
Osljourn were the candidates before tlie people for the 
office of mayor. Addison received two hundred and 
sixty-four votes, and William MtiKemiy Osboum two 
hundred and sixl^-one, showing a majonty of three 
votes in favor of Addison. The friends of Mr. Os- 
boum were anxious to have the votes examined and 
counted over again, but were precluded by the return 
made by the judges of elections. In 1859 another 
election was held for the mayoralty, Richard It. Craw- 
ford being one of the candidates, and Henry Addison 
tlie other. The following opinion of Supreme Court of 
United States contains a clear and condensed state- 
ment of the case, and it is, therefore, given without 
abridgment. By virtue of this opinion, Mr. Crawford 
was restored to the mayoralty for the unexpired re- 
mahider of the term tliereof, and recovered the amount 
of the salary for the time he was deprived of the office. 
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The United States, on the relations ] 
of R. K Craw FORD, PL'J)' in Error, { 

OS. i 

Henry Addison. J 



IS^o. 104. 
December Term. 
1867. 



This actiuii is bron!j;lit in the luimo of the United 
States, hut is prosecuted, in fact, tor tlie benefit of 
R. B. Orawi'ord, who was the relator in a proceeding 
in their name to oust the defendant, Addison, from 
the oifice of mayor of Georgjetown. Crawford was 
mayor of that city on the fourtli Monday of February, 
1859, and had been mayor for the two preceediug 
years. At the election for his successor, he was re- 
turned by the judges as elected for the two ensuing 
years, and presented himself betbre the joint conven- 
tion of the councils of the city and offered to take tlie 
oath of ofHce prescribed by the charter. But, upon 
counting the votes cast for the different candidates, 
the councils declared tliat the defendant, Addison, was 
elected, and he was accordingly sworn into office, and 
entered into the discharge of its duties. A n eed- 
ing by (^uo lOtirrnnti) was innnediately institati'd by the 
United States, on the reLation of Crawford, in the cir- 
cuit court of the Distnct, to determine the right of 
the defendant to the office into which he had been in- 
stalled. It 18 unnecessary to detail the various steps 
taken in the i)roc('( (Hn<^. Tt is sulhcient that thev re- 
suited in a judgment of ouster against the defendant. 
To review this judgment he immediately sued out a 
writ of error from this court and tendered the bond 
in suit This bond, the circuit court held, operated as 
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a supersedeas, and refused tlie [)rayer of counsel for 
process to enforce the judgment. Application was 
then made to this court for a mandamuB to the circuit 
court to compel the issue of process, notwithstanding 
the writ of error and bond. Counsel for the relator • 
contends that the case was not one in which a writ of 
error would lie ; that, to authorize the writ, tlie matter 
in dispute must have a pecuniary value of at least one 
thousand dollars; that the matter in dispute was a 
public office of personal trust and confidence, which 
was not the suhject of pecuniary estimation; that the 
salary annexed was not to he considered as the value 
of the ofiice, hut as an equivalent for the services to 
be rendered, and even that was payable in monthly 
instalments ; and that a mandamus should accordingly 
issue, esi)ecially as the term of office would expire 
about the conuiiencenient of the ensuinuf term of the 
com't to which the writ of error was returnahle. Tlie 
counsel of the defendant, on the other hand, insisted 
that the pecuniary value of the office was determined 
by the salaiT annexed, and, as it amounted to a thou- 
sand dolI:ii> u vear, the court lia<l jiirisdiction to re- 
view the judgment on writ of error, and tliat the i>ond 
stayed piocess on the judgment And so the court 
held, and refused the mandamus. 

In January, 1861, the writ of error was dismissed, 
and on the 21st of that month the judii^ment of ouster 
against the defendant, Aihiison, was enforced, and the 
relator was installed in oliiee. He then brought the 
present suit on the bond. By the judgment of ouster 
against Addison, his right to the office of mayor was 
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detemiined ; tlio relator thereupon became^ (Mitltled to 
the olRce, either by virtue of the deekuation of the 
jn<lge8 who had returned hini elected, or by virtue of 
that provision of the charter, which enacts that the 
mayor shall hold over until his successor is elected." 
By the writ of error and the suspension bond, tlie en- 
forcement of the judgment was prevented, and, until 
the writ was dismissed, the relator was excluded from 
the oihce and deprived of the salai7 annexed to it. 
The amount of the salary received by the defendant, 
Addison, during the period of such deprivation, con- 
stitutes, under llie decision in the man(hinnis case, the 
measure of damageri which the plaintiti' is entitled to 
recover upon the suspension bond. 

The second instruction to the jury, which the plain- 
tiiF requested, correctly presents the law of the case, 
and should have been given. Tlie rule which meas- 
xivQ^ the flamages upon a breach of contract for wages 
or for freight or tor the lease of buildings, has no ap- 
plication. In these cases the party aggrieved must 
seek other employment or other articles for carriage 
or other tenants, and the damages recovered will be 
the ditfcrcnce between tlie amount atipulated and the 
amount actually received or paid. But no such rule 
can be apphed to public oflicei's or personal trust and 
confidence, the duties of which are not purely minis- 
terial or clerical. An attempt is made to avoid the 
liability of the defendant, Addison, by showini^ that, 
on the trial of the (juo warranto, the jury in the tirst 
instance returned a special verdict, to the etfect that 
there was a tie in tlie votes cast for him and the re- 
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lator respectively. This verdict is not evidence of the 
fact, for it was not received by the court or in any way 
made a matter of record. With the assent of the at- 
torney of the defendant, the Court directed the jury 
to retire to their room and coiidider their verdict. 
They did retire, as directed, and returned the verdict 
upon wliich the judgment of ouster was entered. 

BANKS. 

The Central Bank of Georgetown and Washing- 
ton was located in house Xo. 88 Bridge Street, now 
occupied by Joseph Birch, and formerly by the Poto- 
mac Insurance Company. The bank was chartered 
by an act of Congress, passed March 8d, 1817, but was 
of short duration, as, on the 2d March, 1821, Congress 
passed an act " that it aliall be lawful for the Central 
Bank of Georgetown and Washington to proceed 
forthwith to liquidate and close all the concerns of the 
corporation ; and after paying and satisfying all the 
debts, contracts, and obligations of the corporation, to 
divide the capital and profits which may remain among 
the stockholders and for this purpose, all powera 
granted to said corporation were continued for live 
years longer, when the institution ceased to exist 

UNION BANK. 

The Union Bank was located on the north side of 
Bridge Street, between Congress and High Streets, 
and was chartered by Congress on tlie 11th day of 
March, 1811, by the name of the President and 
Directors of the XJnion Bank of Georgetown.'* The 

1.8 
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capital stock of the bank was five hundred thousand 
dollars, divided into shares of fifty dollars each. Kob- 
ert Beverly was president, and David English cashier. 
The bank did businesa until 1840, when it ceased to 
emt, and went into liquidation. 

BASZ OF COLOMBIA. 

The Bank of Columbia, located on the hill, on the 
north side of Bridge Street, ])etween Market Street 
and Bank Alley, was chartered by the Legislature of 
Maryland December 28th9 1793, bj the name of the 

President, Directors, and Company of the Bank of 
Colnmbia the stock to consist of ten thousand shares 
of one hundred dollars each, making the cai»itul stock 
one million of dollars. By the 14th section of the 
act of incorporation, " if any person did not pay his 
note, bond, or obligation, negotiable and payable at 
said bank at the maturity of the same, within ten days 
after demand of payment, then the bank, on sending 
the note or obligation to the clerk of the court, with 
proof of demands of payment, might have judgment 
entered against the delinquent debtor and execution 
issued to make the money.'' People in our days 
would not like any banking institution to have such 
power over their property. By the act of Congress, 
passed March 2d, 1821, the 14th section of the act of 
Maryland, incorporating the Bank of Columbia, was 
repealed. 

When the bank failed, in 1826, it created consider^ 

able excitement in the community. Those who held 
the notes of the bank found them worthless in their 
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hands. Those who owned stock in the bank and lived 
upon their dividends found their income gone. Those 
who had money deposited there discovered that it was 
lost. It is said that the United States had on deposit 
with the bank four hundred and sixty-nine thou- 
sand dollars, which was swallowed up in the gen- 
eral wreck of the institution. The chronicler re- 
members seeing, in a newspaper, the picture of a 
white cow representing the bank, with an official 
holding her by the tail, another holding her by the 
horns, the board of directors running oft' with the pails 
of milk, while the runner of the hank was feeding her 
with brick-bats and crying out that she would not eat. 

BAITK OF COMMERCE. 

The Bank of Commerce was located on Bridge 

Street, in the building formerly occupied by the late 
Union Bank. It was an uniMcor[»onite(l institution, 
being a partnership between John L. Du£ef, Samuel 
Fowler, Timothy O'Neal, Bichard M. Boyer, Bichard 
Pettit^ William T. Herron, Susan Ireland, Charles E. 
Bittenhouse, and Hugh B. Sweeny. The parties above 
named, signed an agreement to conduct and establish 
an exchange and banking business in Georgetown, 
under the name of the ''Bank of Commerce." The 
bank was organized on the 9th day of December, 1851, 
and the amount of capital paid in was seventy-six 
thousand three hundred dollars. It subsequently had 
a branch in Washington City, under the name and 
title of Sweeny, Eittenhouse & Co. The business 
of the bank was not prosperous, and, on the 1st 
day of December, 1864, the copartnership was diB- 
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Bolved by mntnal consent, and a process of settle- 
ment is now being bad in court between tbe copart- 
ners, in the equity cause of Hamilton G. Faut, com- 
plainant, V8, John L. Dufief and others, defendants, to 
which the reader is referred for a more extended his- 
tory. 

FARMERS AXI> MKCIIANICS' NATIONAL BANK. 

The Farmers and Mechanics' National Bank of 
Georgetown was originally a partnership concern en* 
tered into by sundry jjersons on the 1st Monday of 

February, in the year 1814, under the name and style 
of the " President and Directoi*s of tlie Farmers and 
Mechanics' Bank of Georgetown." On the 3d of 
March, 1817, a charter was granted by Congress 
imder the name and style of the ** Farmers and Me- 
chanics' Bank of Georgetown," with a capital stock of 
five hundred thousand dollars, divided into shares of 
twenty-five dollars each. The l)ank continued to do 
business under its charter, which was extended by act 
of Congress passed in 1821 to Sd March, 1836, when 
its charter being about to expire, the board of direct- 
ors petitioned Congress for a renewal of the same. 
In their petition they say : " Your memorialists beg 
leave to mention one fact which ought, and they 
.doubt not, will bespeak favors to this institution. 
The fact to which we allude is that, during the war 
of 1812, when our national credit was stricken be- 
yond meaeui'e, tlie means and resources of this institu- 
tion were tendered to and accepted by our Govern- 
ment ; that during that dark period she never denied 
the call of her country, but from time to time advanced 
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several liiindred tliousand dollars in response to its 
call; that b}' her funds the soutli western army which 
won snch bright trophies at New Orleans, were munlj 
sustained ; that, at that period, this institution was but 
a private association of individuals without a charter ; 
that, consequently, for all enaragements those individ- 
uals stood personally responsible ; lovers of their coun- 
try, they saw their country in need, and patriotism 
prompted them to her relief. For these facts we ap- 
peal not only to the records of the institution, but to 
tlie official documents of your Government of that 
day." 

The charter of the bank was renewed by Congress 
from time to time, and the business of the bank pros- 
pered so much that the stock which was selling in 

1838 for fifty cents on the dollar, rose in a short time 
to seventy-five, and before 1870, went above par value. 
When the bank was converted into one of the national 
banks, under the name and style of the ^'Farmers and 
Mechanics' National Bank of Georgetown," coming 
under the act of Congress of June 3d, 1864, the divi- 
dends declared by the bank have been four per cent, 
every six months, which Ik most gratifying to the stock- 
holders, and shows that the bank afiiurs are well 
managed and in good hands. We now give a list of 
the presidents and cashiers of the bank from the 
chronicler's recollection: Clement Smith, president to 
1844 ; John Kurtz, president to 1850 ; Bobert Heed, 
president to 1862; George Shoemaker, president to 
1865 ; Henry M. Sweeney, president from 1865 to the 
present time. 
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LIST OP CASHIERS. 

John I. Stull, to 1844 ; Alexander Suter, to 1848 ; 
William Lang, to 1851 ; William Laird, cashier from 
186 L to the present time. 

This bank is the only bank in town ; and, having a 
good set of officers, its business is prosperous. The 
bank suspended specie payment in 1834, wlien all the 
banks of the country suspended, also in 1837, and 
again in 1857, but it suspended at the request of the 
business community, so that the bank might continue 
to discount paper, and not for the want of specie. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Post-Office and Custom-House^ — List of Postmasters — Coi- 

LECTOBS OF CuSTOMS — MaRKKT HoU.SE — FiKE COMPANIES — DE- 
STRUCTION BY THE Flames — MfiTROi*oLiTAN Eailroau — List 
OF Newspapers — Litj-irati. 

A town without a poet-office is not known in onr 

country. It was a great invention of the Government 
for the transmission of news from one end of the na- 
tion to the other. In the far West, every town that 
has its name blazed upon a tree has a poetoffice^ and 
the postmaster carries the contents of the office in his 
hat. Om* town has been blessed with a post-office 
from a remote period. The chronicler remembers 
when the post-office was kept on Congress Street, in a 
small office, the size of a lawyer's office of the pres- 
ent day, whence it was removed to the basement of a 
two-story brick liouse on the same street, when it was 
transferred to FoxalFs Row on Bridge Street, and after- 
wards to the Union Hotel, when it was again pushed 
back to Foxall's Bow. It never had a permanent lo- 
cation until Ck>ngre8s purchased a lot of ground on 
Congress Street, for five thousand dolhirs, by deed 
dated October 23d, 1856, and erected thereon a granite 
])nilding for a post-office and custom-house at a cost of 
fifty-five thousand three hundred and sizty-eight dollars, 
under the superintendence of E. R. Sheckells, master 
builder. The building is two stories high and fronts 
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sixty feet on the street, and in altitade is forty-five 

feet. The first story is used exclusively as a |)ost-office, 
being titted np with hoxes to the number of nine hun- 
dred and lil'tj-six, with locks and keys ; also two spa- 
cious rooms for the superintendent and clerks. The 
second story is used for the cnstom-honsey consisting 
of two rooms for the nse of the collector and clerks. 
The basement of the building is used for the storage 
of foreign goods until the duties are paid. 

In 1790, there were only seventy-iive post-offices 
in the United States, and Gtoigetown was one of 
them; hut it has heen ascertained that the office was 
in operation on the oth January, 177(>, under tlie man- 
agement of Benjamin Franklin, who was the first 
Postmaster General* and who had an assistant here 
to manage the office. The rates of postage at that 
day were high com})ared with the present Single let- 
ter, sixty miles or leas, seven cents , one hundred miles 
and over sixty, eleven cents; two hundred miles and 
over one huudred, fifteen cents; three hundred miles 
and over two hundred* nineteen cents; four hundred 
miles and over three hundred* twenty-four cents ; five 
hundred miles and over four hundred, twenty-eight 
cents; six hundred miles and over five hundred, 
thirty-three cents. At the present time there are over 
thirty-nine thousand post-offices in the whole country. 

We here insert the names of the postmasters, and 
the date of their appointment* for the Georgetown post- 
office: 
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William 13. Magruder, appointed li>t\\ of Feln'uarv, 
1790; Richard Forrest, appointed 1st of April, 1797; 
Joseph Carlton, appointed Ist of February, 1799; 
Tristram Dalton, appointed Ist of January, 1803; 
James Armstrong, appointed 1st of September, 1817 ; 
James P. W. Kollock, appointed 20tli of May, 1819 ; 
Wliiteing Sanford, appointed 6th of January, 1820 ; 
William Hutiington, appointed 18th of September, 
1821 ; Thomas Corcoran, appointed 22d of October, 
1823; James Corcoran, appointed 1st of February, 
1830 ; Harriet H. Corcoran, appointed 18th of Decem- 
ber, 1834, and 9th of July, 18o(J; Henry W. TiHcy, 
appointed 3d of June, 1840 ; 13th of June, 1844 ; 
17th of June, 1848 ; 13th of August, 1852 ; 9th of 
August, 1856, and Sd of August, 1860 ; Henry Addi- 
son, appointed 6th of June, 1861 ; George Hill, Jr., 
appointed 12th of July, 1865 ; Charles II. Cragin, ap- 
pointed 17th of June, 1870 ; George Hill, Jr., appointed 
6th of August, 1873. 

The office was made a branch of the Washington 
post-office on the 24tb of December, 1877. 

COLLECTORS OF CUSTOMS. 

James McCubbin Lingan, collector, appointed Octo- < 
ber 1st, 1790, and before; John Oakley, appointed 
October 1st, 1801 ; John Barnes, appointed May 6th, 
1806 ; Thomas Turner, appointed March 7th, 1826 ; 
Kobert White, appointed July 20th, 1840 ; Henry Ad- 
dison, appointed July 9th, 1841 ; Robert White, ap- 
pointed July 2d, 1845; Henry Addison, appointed 
July 20th, 1849 ; Robert White, appointed April 6th, 
1868; Henry C. Matthews, appointed April 20th, 

14 
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1857; Judson Mitchell, appointed Jane 8th, 1861; 
James Magrnder, a|i})ointed September 15thy 1864; 

Charles S. English, appointed July 27th, 1871 ; Fran- 
cis Dodge, appoiuted October 2d, 1877. 

MARKET HOUSE. 

A market house is an institution of great service 
and benefit to the citissens of a town, where the coun- 
try people, butcliers, and hucksters can assemble every 
morning, with the productions of the soil and meats 
to sell to the hungry citizens. Such an institution 
congregates a large nnmber of persons, to exchange 
money for something to eat and express their opinions 
abont the size of a goose or turkey, or whether a 
chicken ottered for sale is the one which crowed when 
Peter denied his Master. 

Our old market house was erected about the year 
1806, on lots of ground conveyed by Adam King and 
John Mitchell to the mayor, recorder, board of aiders 
men, and common council of Georgetown, for the pur- 
pose of building thereon a market house, as [»er deeds 
dated October 28d, and December 27th, 1802, as re- 
corded in liber No. 9, pages 129 and 130, one of the land 
records of the District of Columbia. The building was 
erected and used by the town up to 1864, when, be- 
coming so dila[»i( luted, it was torn down and a new 
building erected in its place in 1865, at a cost of fifty 
thousand dollars. During the progress of the work the 
town authonties rented of the owners the old tobacco 
warehouses, situated between Bridge Street and the 
canal, to be used as a market house uiUil the completion 
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of the new building. After the new market was ready, 
several butchere preferred remaining in the old tobacco 
warehouses, and purchased the same from the owners 
for thirty-six thousand five hundred dollars, and spent 

ten thousand dollars more for fitting ui» the same for 
conducting a market business under the name and 
style of the ** Farmei's and Butchei's' Marketing Com- 
pany of Georgetown." Our corporate authorities re- 
fused to grant them a license to sell. The consequence 
was the Farmers and Butchers* Marketing Company 
applied to the supreme court of the District of Colum- 
bia for an injunction against tlic town authorities ; but 
the injunction was, after argument, denied. The Far- 
mers and Butchers' Marketing Company then went to 
Washington and opened a bazaar on the east side of 
Rock Creek, near the Aqueduct Bridge, where they re- 
mained until the District government was estaltlislicd, 
under an act of Congress passed February 21, 1871, 
when a license being granted to them by tlie District of 
Columbia they returned to Georgetown. It is rumored, 
at the time of penning these events, that the Farmers 
and Butchers' Marketing Company have sold to the 
AVa-shington and Georgetown Railroad ( onipany all 
their property, to establish tliereon a depot, which 
sale, if consummated, will be of great benefit to our 
town, as the railroad company will erect a magnificent 
depot upon lots 46, 47, and 48 that will be an orna- 
ment to the town, and increase its business by adding 
a large stock of horses and a number of employes. 
It will make a market for the farmers to sell their 
oats, corn, and hay to the railroad companj*. 
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The deeds of conveyance being executed, the 
Fai'niers and Butchers' Marketing Company have 
purchased a lot on the west side of High Street, near 
Gay, and erected thereon a spadoiiB market house^ 
eighty feet square and twenty-eight feet in altitude, 
containing forty-eight stalls in six rows of benches, 
with a basement for ice-house and cellars. This 
market will be a great convenience to the citizens liv- 
ing in the upper part of the town. 

BIKB COMPANIBS. 

The first fire company formed in Georgetown was 
in the year 1803, when a fire-engine was purchased 
by subscription and taken charge of by the corpora- 
lion; and a by-law was poflsed, compelling every 
owner of a bouse to have as many leather -Qre-buckets 
kept in his house as there were stories, to be numbered 
and the name of the owner painted on tliem, to be 
used in time of lire, and to contain not less than two 
and one*half gallons of water. 

In the year 1817, a new fire-engine was purchased 
by the corporation of John Agnue, of Pliiladelphia, 
and named the Vigilant, when a company was formed 
by electing John Kurtz, pre^dent; Arnold Boone, 
vice-president; James Moore, secretary, and James 
Corcoran, treasurer; with a list of engine-men and 
others connected with tlic company. Other fire com- 
panies were formed on the 15th day of May, 1819, 
called the Columbian, and the Mechanical; and at a 
later day the Western Star and Eagle companies came 
into existence. These engines had long iron levers 
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with wooden anuB, to be worked by the streiigtli of 
the men in throwing water from the engines — the 
first set of men bein^ exhausted, a. fresh set would 
have to take their places. ^This was the old method 
of extinguisliing fires. 

After the Treasury Department was l)nrnt in May, 
1833, and the Patent Oiiice in December, 1836, Con- 
greas made liberal appropriations for the purchase of 
fire apparatus for Washington City. The Franklin, 
Union, Columbia, Perseverance, Northern Liberty, 
and Anaeostia tire companies were furnished with 
new engines and apparatus. To show their strength 
a great parade was had on the 24th day of October, 
1837. Being a very warm day, many persons were 
dressed in summer clothing. The Vigilant and "West- 
ern IStar companies united in the procession. The 
route of march was through Wasliington and George- 
town. We had no hydrant water from the Potomac 
at that day, and the wells were pumped dry to supply 
the thirsty multitude who came from the surrounding 
country to witness the grand pageant. 

On the 26th of June, 1866, the Corporation of 
Geoi^etown purchased a steam fire-engine and new 
apparatus for seven thousand five hundred dollars, and 
appointed fire commissioners to select suitable officers 
for the management of the same. The engine can 
throw two streauis, and in a horizontal direction can 
throw a stream two hundred and thirty-eight feet, and 
a perpendicular stream over the flag-stafi' of the Ar- 
lington Hotel. The reel has fourteen hundred feet of 
hose, two and one half inches in diameter. There are 
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two horses to each piece of apparatus. The whole is 
managed by ten men, w]n» sleep at the engine house, 
each having a separate bed and wardrobe. 

DESTRUCTION BY THE FLAMES. 

Our town has been more fortunate than some others 
in not sutibring much by the devouring element. I 
chronicle the nmnljcr of fires from my recoUeetion : 
In I88O9 a row of brick houses on the south side of 
First Street, belonging to the late Bank of the United 
States, were destroyed by fire; afterwards rebnilt. 
In 1831, December 1st, a large tire on west side of 
High .Street, originated in the bakehouse of White & 
Mumby, destroying the brick dweUing and store con- 
nected with the same, also the warehouse of White & 
Mumby, with their stock of groceries, also dwelling 
occupied by Matthew McLeod, also two frame build- 
ings. The fire was checked in its course by the fire- 
proof warehouse of John Kurtz, now occu]>iod by 
John M. May, but from that north to first Street all 
the buildings were destroyed. The next fire was in 
January, 1832 ; the brick warehouse on High Street oc- 
cupiod by William Love. The next was the fine old 
Union Hotel on Bridge Street, burned in August, 
1832, being the property of William Crawford's heirs. 
The next was John Lawrence's skin dressing estah- 
lishment on Fayette Street; burnt three limes; the 
last time in 1838. Hick^s cabinet store and shop 
burnt three times ; the last time in 1843. The 
" Cedars," the residence of Col. Cox, burnt on Sunday, 
in January, 1847. A large brick warehouse situated 
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on Water Street east of Frederick, used as a tannery, 

was destroyed by lire in 1850. Brown's bakehouse, 
situated on Water Street, was burned in 1840, and once 
beibre in 1888. Nourse & Boniford's large flour mill 
bnmed in September, 1844. Bradley's warehouse, oc- 
cupied by Dawson as a soap and grease factory, situ- 
ated on Water Street just west of Frederick, was de- 
stroyed in 18(io. Two brick Ijouses on West Street, 
one owned by Mrs. Abbot, the other by Miss Magru- 
der, was destroyed by lire on the 16th day of April, 
1857. One three-etoiy brick dwelling on Jelterson 
Street in October, 1857. Also the fine residence of 
the late Commodore Cassin on Jieull Street. "Carter 
IMace," occupied by the Frendi Minister, Count de 
bartiges, and Ibrmerly by John F. Crampton, envoy 
from England, was burned in 1864. A large ware- 
house belonging to Gilbert Vanderwerken, situated 
on the lots formerly belong; njs: to the Farmers and 
But^'hcr.s' Market Com[)any, and formerly used by the 
Corpt)ratiori of Georgetown for storing tobacco, was 
destroyed by lire on the 15th day of August, 1864, be- 
ing fliled with bales of hay. William H. Hazel's 
livery stable was destroyed on the 8d August, 1859, 
and aicain in the year 1864. Tln-ec houses on Pros- 
pect Street was destroyed by fire in 18()8. Kams- 
burg & Sons' sumac mill and skin dressing establish- 
ment, situated near the Alexandria Aqueduct, was 
burnt in 1871, and again in 1873. Lee's buildings 
(feed store, and dwelling), corner Bridge and Green 
Streets, was (k'stroyed by tire in April, 1871. Three 
bouses on Bridge Street, situated west of Market 
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Street, was buraed January Ist, 1877. A iiicrchant 
mill of Mark Young was destroyed by fire on Sd July, 
1877. 

METROPOLITAN RAILROAD. 

On the 3d day of May, 1863, an act was passed by the 
L^islature of Maryland incorporating the Metropoli- 
tan Bailroad Company, to make a railroad from a 
point in connection with the Baltimore & Ohio Bail- 
road, at or near the Point of Kocks, to Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, which act was ratified by 
Congress. Books of subscription to the stock of said 
company were opened by the commissioners named 
in said act, and, over ten tiboosand shares of the stock 
Laving been subscribed, amounting to upwards of five 
hundred thousand dollars, the necessary steps were 
taken to organize the said company by the election of 
preddent and directors. By an ordinance of the boards 
of aldermen and common council, passed June 11, 
1853, and approved by the mayor, the mayor was au- 
thorized to subscri]:>o in their name for five thousand 
shares of said stock, equal to two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars. That subscription was made. By 
a subsequent ordinance David English, Evan Lyons, 
Robert P. Dodge, William H. Edes, and Walter 8. 
Cox, or a majority of them, were appointed to vote 
the stock of the town at any meeting of the stock- 
holders of the said company. By an act of Congress, 
passed March 2d, 1855, the town was empowered to 
levy a tax to pay their subscription to the Meti'opoli- 
tan Railroad. After the election of a president and 
directors of said company, the first instalment of 
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twenty-five thoasand dollars upon the stock subscribed 

bT the town was paid. On flic 21st of June, 1856, 
the corporation passed an ordinance to pay the second 
instahnent on their subscription to the stock of the 
railroad company, which was vetoed by tihie Mayor» 
Henry Addison, but the said ordinance was passed, 
notwithstanding the veto, by a two-thirds majority. 
The mayor then dcchircd that he w^ould not sign the 
bonds of the corporation to meet this second instal- 
ment. 

By the 20th section of the charter, the road was to 
be commenced within two years and to be completed 
within five years, or the cliarter to be forfeited. The 
amount of stock subscribed was six thousand three 
hundred and thirty-four shares at fifty dollars per share, 
amounting to three hundred and sixteen thousand 
seven hundred dollars. The second instalment due 
by the town to the raih*oad company was not paid, 
because the mavor refused to ^ii^n the bonds. Xcither 
was the second instalment paid by the individual 
stockholders. The consequence was, the road, although 
apparently begun within two years, but not being 
completed within iive years, the charter became for- 
feited. 

Now, let us see what benefits would have accrued 
to tlie town if an obstinate, perverse mayor had not 
refused to sign the bonds to pay the second instalment 
and all other instalments due the railroad company, 

and all subscribers had paid promptly their subscrip 
tion. "We should have a railroad to-day, reaching 
from Georgetown to the Point of Rocks, which, if it 

15 
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paid no dividends to the stockholders, would have 

multi}tlie(l the business of the town and inereased llie 
value of real estate, and, in all probability, during the 
dvil war the road would have p^d for itself in trans- 
porting troops, munitions of war, freight, and other 
property of tiie United 8tate8, hesides the thousands 
of passon<i^er8 traveling over the road. The estimated 
cost of tlie road was one milHon eii'lit liinidred tlioii- 
sand dollars. The road would have sliortened the 
distance between Georgetown and the Point of Rocks 
forty-seven miles. 

LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 

Weekly Ledf/er, published in 1790 ; Sentinel of Lib- 

erty, by Green, Ens^lish & Co., 1796 ; Federal Rcpuh- 
Ikon, 1812; National Messenger, 1817; (U' or get own 
Columbian and District Advertiser^ by Samuel J. Kin«l, 
1826 ; (Mambian Gazette^ bj Benjamin Homans, 1829 ; 
Metrvf)dUan^ by Langtree k O'Sallivan, from 1835 to 
1837; Potomac Advocate, by Thomas Turner, 1840; 
National Whig Review, 1838 ; Georgt towa Adcoeute, 
from 1841 to 1845 ; Georgetown Reporter, by Joseph 
Williamson, 1852; Georgetown Adcocalc, by Ezekiel 
Hughes, from 1845 to 1860 ; Georgetown Courier^ by 
J. D. McGilU from 1865 to 1874 ; Co%e Journal, by 
Rev. J. S. Sumner, from 1872 to the present time. 

LITBRATI. 

As tills l)ook is intended to chroniele the events of 
the town, and not to contain a biography of the citi- 
zens, the chronicler cannot refrain from mentioning 
several of the literati who have resided among us. 
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John J. Piatt, the editor of The CapUaly whose [)ro- 
ductioDs are indentified with the scenery of the Poto- 
mac River, formerly resided here. Mrs. Emma D. E. 
N. Southworthy the author of the ''Lost Heiress," 
" Deserted Wife," « Missing Bride," " Wife's Victory," 
and other works of fiction, lias her residence on Pros- 
pect Hill. Professor Samuel Tyler, the author of a 
discomrse on "Baconian Philosophy," "Progress of 
Philosophy," *« Memoir of B. B. Taney," ** Treatise on 
Pleading in Maryland Courts of Law," and other 
works, departed this lite on iln' l.')th of Deceniher, 
1877, at his residence on Washington Street. Cliarles 
Lanman, the author of " Essays for Summer Hours," 
''A Summer in the Wilderness," "Life of Daniel 
Webster," ^ Dictionary of Congress," and other pro- 
ductions, resides at his cosy dwelling on West Street. 
Wm. L. Shoemaker, M. D., whose lyrics and sonnets 
have heen read with pleasure for many years by his 
fellow citizens, and whose muse deserves a much 
wider recognition than they have hitherto enjoyed, is 
a native and resident of the town. 
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Poor-House, "Will of Joiix Barnes, and Donation op W. W. 
CoKcouAN — Commerce — Alexandria Aqu educt — Washingtoh 
Aqubdvct, 

* 

A town without a poor-house is no town at all. As 

the iiiisl'orlunes in tbis life are nuiiieroiis, no niau 
knows how suddenly he may fall into tliem. We 
have had an alnis-hoase for nearly half a century, and 
to it have gone many citizens who had baffled the 
waves and billows of this life, nntil, overcome by 
adversity, they were compelled to seek the shelter 
and charity of the town. The chronicler lias seen 
men, who, when he was a child, were living in com- 
fortable mansions, but, before he grew to manhood, 
they had fallen into adversity, and were living at Ihe 
expense of the people. Old age and poverty are two 
hard things, therefore it becomes men, w'hcn young 
and strong, to lay up somethini!: for the future period 
. of life, so that, if they should live to become old, they 
will not have to depend upon others for a support 

The incipiency of a poor-house was first conceived 
by tlie mind of John Barnes, who was collector of the 
port of Georgetown. He died on the 12th of Febru- 
ary, 182(3, leaving a will, in which he says: 

'^It has often occurred to me that the time was not 
far distant (indeed it has already become urgently nec- 
essary), when a poor-house or bettering house for this 
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county or town (it mattca-s not by what uame denomi- 
Dated) should be established, and if proposed through 
the honorable and respectable Corporation of George- 
town, I doubt not that it would be ultimately suc- 

cessi'iil, and, tliereby, a good foundation would he laid 
towards perlecting a useful and meritorious work wor- 
thy the enHghtened, hcnevolent, and opulent inhabi- 
tants of the District and its vicinity, and the humane 
at large, of contributing to the comfort and improve- 
ment of the suffering objects of such institutions. 
Wlienever any progressive proceedings towards such 
an end becomes certain and conclusive, a sum not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars, as occasionally wanted 
and demanded, I freely bequeath towards its estab- 
lishment, and I do direct my executors, having a re- 
gai'd to the bequeaths heretofore contained, to pay the 
same to the authorities having power and right to re- 
ceive the same for such a purpose. And as the estab- 
lishment of a poor-house, hospital, or bettering house 
for this connty or town, is an object very near my 
lieart, I do direct that if my executors or trustees, for 
the time being, shall, in the exercise of the discretion 
hereby vested in them, suffer the surplus, the annual 
proceeds, to accumulate, then I give another one 
thousand dollars out of such acciunulation, in addition 
to what I have herein before directed to be applied to 
that j)urpose, as albr(!said, in further aid of the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of such poor-house, hos- 
pital, or bettering house, but neither of such bequests 
is to be applied until my executors or trustees for the 
time being, shall perceive that such proceedings have 



Digitized by Gopgle 



114 



THE POOR-HOUSE. 



been begun, as will render tbe final accomplisbment 

and completion of said poor-house or hospital reasona- 
bly certain." 

These devises of Barnes' will was contested by his 
heirs, but the matter was afterwards compromised, 
and on the 27th of October, 1827, the corporation pnr- 
. chased a piece of land, being lot No. 276, in Beatty 
& Hawkins' addition to Georgetown, paying one hund- 
red dollars per acre for the same; and on the 6th of 
November, 1830, the town authorities appropriated 
f ve thousand dollars to build and erect a suitable 
building for a poor-house upon said lot. 
• Although our town was chartered in 1789, and 
amendments to the same were made in 1797, also hv 
Congress in 1805, 1809, and in 1824, it was not dis- 
covered, until John Barnes died, that such impecunious 
individuals as <*poor people,'' were to be found in our 
jurisdiction ; when, all of a sudden, it was discovered 
that the town had no charter-power to huild and erect 
a poor-house. An application was made to Congress, 
when authority was given by the act of 20th of May, 
1826, when, by an ordinance of the corporation, ap- 
proved on the 30th day of December, 1826, James 8. 
Morsell, John Little, John Baker, William G. Ridgely, 
Danniel Bussard, John McDaniel, Charles A. Burnett, 
and Gideon Davis, with the Mayor of the town as 
their president, shall constitute a board of trustees ibr 
the poor of Georgetown until the first Monday in Jan- 
uary, 1828, and until successors be appointed. 

The corner-stone of the poor-house was laid by the 
Masons in 1831, in the midst of a laige concourse of citi- 
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zens, and in tiie presence of the mayor, recorder, al- 
dermen, and common council of the town. The 
Bev. Mr. Wallace, the then pastor of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, preached a most eloquent discourse 
on the occasion. The building was soon erected, and 
has an imposing appearance a sseen from the road. It is 
two stories liigli with a wing at each end ; one wing 
being used by the family of the superintendent. The 
lower rooms in the main building were used for the 
kitchen ; Kos. 1 and 2, dining room for boys ; No. 8, 
dining room for girls. The rooms in the second story 
and dormitories were used for sleeping apartments. 
The rooms extend in depth to the width of the build- 
ing. The first superintendent was Charles Shoemaker ; 
the second, Jos. Brooks; the third, J. M. Bamecloe; 
the fourth, Reazin Stevens ; the fifth, W. B. Pomeroy. 

In those days the grounds were cultivated. Fruit 
and vegetables were raised in abundance to supply the 
inmates of the poor-house as well as for sale in the 
tiiarket, and the house and grounds showed a flourish- 
ing condition, that was captivating to the visitor. 

Tiiev liad a custom of wasliing otr' eveiT person who 
was committed to the poor-house by the [)olice nuigis- 
trate of the town, by stiipping them of their clothing, 
whethei' the weather was cold or warm, and standing 
them in a tall chimney, two stories high) the top of 
wliicli was covered with a sieve), when a num would 
carry u[> a large bucket of water and pour the con- 
tents upon the head and body of the prisoner. The 
consequence was, if the weather was cold, it was a 
chilly reception, and in two cases, to the chronicler's 
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knowledge, when the shower bath had been used upon 
individuals who were committed for intemperance, in 
cold weather, were attacked with mania a potu and 
died from its eiFccts. 

Whether the building will be continued to be occu- 
pied as a poor-house, is a question to be determined. 
The chronicler is informed that it may be converted 
into a Home Industrial School, and the inmates of the 
alms-liouse sent to the poor-house located on the East- 
ern Branch. This, we think, wonld be a viohition of 
the original design of the founder of the institution, 
and if converted to any other purpose than a poor- 
house, the property might revert to the heirs of the 
late John Barnes. Although, a Home Industrial 
School is a good institution wVierc tlie boys can learn 
habits of industry, that will carry them forward into 
any pursuit of life, nevertheless, this building has been 
dedicated for a poor-house, and should be used for 
that purpose in all time to come, and our District Com- 
missioners should see that the grounds are cultivated 
in a successful manner accordmg to the rules of hus- 
bandry, by the inmates of the institution, so they can 
raise their supply of fruit and vegetables, and not de- 
pend upon the neighboring markets for everything to 
eat, by taxing the citizens with appropriations. 

The chronicler is informed that, at the time of pen- 
mim these events, there are twenty-live bovs attend- 
ing the ITome Industrial School in town, who are 
lodged and fed at the poor-house, while the number 
of poor persons, who have been sent there for sup- 
port, does not exceed thirteen. 
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On the 29th day of May, 1848, William W. Cojv 

coran. l)eiiii^ desirous to sisrnitV his attiu lmiciit to 
Georgetown, the phxce of liis birth, and to the inhabi- 
tants thereof, did, by bia endorsement made on four- 
teen bonds of tbe Cbesapeake & Obio Canal Company 
(each bearing date the dd day of May, 1848, and num- 
bered as follows: six bonds of one thousand dollars 
each, nnmbered 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, and 148, and 
eight bonds of five hiinch'ed dollars each, numbered 
135, 143, 144, 145, 146,147, 151, and 152, making an 
aggregate of ten thousand dollars,) transfer and assign 
the said bonds to the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and 
common council of Georgetown, to be held by them 
and their successors forever; the interest accruing 
from said bonds to be applied to tbe support and main- 
tenance of the impecunious citizens of the town. This 
generous donation has now been in existence for thirty 
years, and has carried gladness to the hearts of iiiaiiy 
families who, otherwise, would have sulfered for want 
of the necessaries of life. Tbechi'onicler is informed 
that the interest is paid over to tbe ladies of tbe 
Benevolent Society of our town, who purchase fuel 
and provisions and distribute them among the most 
needv citizens. This donation of Colonel Corcoran's 
ia sutlicient to entitle him to the grateful thanks of all 
the citizens of our town ; but what shall be said when 
the chronicler writes a chapter upon Oak Hill Ceme- 
tery, showing that his donations amount to upwards of 
a hundred thousand dollars, given towards this beau- 
tiful city of the dead. 

16 
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To attempt to write an accouat of the oommerce of 

a city, is to give a history of its export and import 
trade. But what the chronicler understands hv com- 
merce, is not only transportation by water, but what- 
ever condaces to the trafiic of a town or city, either 
hj land or water, in multiplying hnsineBS. 

The commerce of onr town had its origin in the 
first settlement of our country, bv the farmers of the 
surrounduig country bringing to market the various 
productions of the soil to be bartered or exchanged 
for domestic goods. Among the numerous articles of 
commerce brought to town for sale was tohacco, which 
was hauled from a long distance in wagons, and, after 
undergoing inspection, was sold to our merchants to 
be shipped abroad. The tobacco warehouse was then 
located on a large lot lying south of Bridge Street 
and west of Market Street; or rather between Market 
and Frederick Streets, was a frame building called 
Loundes' warehouse, where all the tobacco was in- 
spected and sold. The shipping at that tinie was con- 
fined to the west end of the town, near the Alexandria 
Aqueduct, where there were spacious wharves and 
warehouses ; and our ships that carried the tohacco to 
foreign countries sailed down the western channel, 
between Analostan Island and the Virginia shore, be- 
fore the stone causeway was erected in 1805. After 
the erection of the causeway the vessels sailed through 
the eastern channel, and our merchants commenced 
building warehouses ;dong the south side of Water 
Street and nearer to the river center of the town. 

In course of time the tobacco trade had increased 
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to snch an extent tliat tliere was a denuind for room. 
In the year 1822, the corporation passed an ordinance 
for building two new tobacco warehouses, three stories 
high, and iire-proof, on lots 46, 47, and 48, situated 
west of High and south of Bridge Street. The roofe 
Wile covered with slate and the dooi\s and shutters 
sheet-iron. The buildiiigs were large enough to 
hold several thousand hogsheads of tobacco, but were 
found insufficient to receive the quantity of tobacco 
brought to the town for sale. Consequently, the cor- 
poration erected wooden sheds in addition to tlie hrick 
warehouses. The inspection of tobacco niultijilied, 
and the business so increased, that as high as live thou- 
sand hogsheads of tobacco were shipped to Europe in 
one year. The removal of the inspection of tobacco 
from Loundes' warehouse to the new buildings, was 
ordered by the town authorities on the 26th of July, 
1824. 

The tobacco business of the town continued pros- 
perous until the death of John Laird, on the 11th of 

July, 1833, when the firm of Laird & Son was dis- 
solved, and the trade died with them, as tliere ap- 
peared to he no other tobacco merchants in the market. 

On the 18th day of March, 1836, George B. Magru- 
der, the tobacco inspector of the town, addressed a 
letter to the corporation, regretting that he would have 
to give up the cooi>erage on toliac to, finding by expe- 
rience in the last two years that, after paying for labor 
and nails on twenty-one hundred hogsheads of tobacco, 
coopered at seventy-five cents per hogshead, it had 
leit him about two hundred and fifty dollars a year 
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for himself and pay of a clerk, requesting a salary 
for his services, and to have a cooper appointed. If 
this propositioD should not be agreed to» he would try 
the inspection one year more, provided the corporation 

would give him the outage on all tobacco inspected 
bv him. 

In the month of Sopteniher, 1844, the large mer- 
chant mill erected by Colonel George Bomford, at the 
foot of the market house^ was destroyed by fire ; and 
in the spring of 1845, Colonel Bomford erected a cot- 
ton tVictory on the ruins of tlie old mill, which went 
into operation in 1847. Colonel Bomford considered 
that a cotton factory would be of more benefit to the 
town than a flour mill, in giving employment to a large 
class of its population. The factory was run under 
his ownership until 1850, when it was sold to Thomas 
Wilson, of Baltimore, wlio run tlie factory until the 
breaking out of the hite war, when the supply of cot- 
ton was cut oK In 1866 the building was purchased 
by our enterprising fellow-citizen, A. H. Herr, who 
converted it again into a merchant flour mill. 

We here exl libit the trade, foreign and coastwise, 
of the port of Georgetown. Amount of duties on 
goods accrued; expenses attending its collection in 
payment to oflicers ; also, the value of American goods 

and produce exported to foreign markets; also, the 
value of American produce and manufactures ship- 
ped coastwise; and the aggregate tonnage engaged 
in carjrying on the trade in its difl'erent branches for 
a number of years : 
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Ko. 1. Amount of duties se- 
cured, })0£ri!ining witli the 
. year 1815, and ending in 



1885 



$457,396 



Paviiient of salaries 



$40,000 
4,479 



Bonds unpaid 



44,479 



Paid over to the United States, 



$412,917 



Kg. 2. Value of produce ex- 
ported to foreisrn markets 
from 1815 to 1835 *4,077,708 

Being an annual average of... $208,885.40 

No. 3. Value of Ai lie rican pro- 
duce shipped coastwise from 
■ 1S2(; to 1885 $5,190,540 

Items as follows : 

Flour: 91<i,;i40 bbls. valued at $4,710,540 
Tobacco: 5,400 hhd's " « 300,000 
Other articles exceedini^ §20,- 

000 per year ^ 180,000 

$5,190,540 
Average per year... $576,726.60 1 

No. 4, American and foreign 
goods brought into George- 
town $3,505,000 

Items as follows: 



Dry Goods 

Groceries and Hardware. 

Lumber 

"VVkxI 

TT ^'^'^l. •••••••••••••••4 

Antliracite Coal 

Bituminous Coal 

Domestic Produce 



$1,500,000 



1,500,000 

200,000 
125,000 
75,000 



5.000 
100,000 



93,505,000 
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Ko. 5. Tonnai^c engaged in trade per annum : 

Average tonnage arriving from for- 
eign ports 1,200 tons. 

Departing to foreign ports 2,808 

Arrivins: coastwise with merchandise, 60,000 " 

Lunil)er trade 30,000 •« 

Coal and wood 60,000 *« 

Other items 16,000 « 



170,158 tons. 

By retains daring the year 1835, of the officer su- 
pervising the coasting trade to Georgetown, it appears 
there were near three tlionsand arrivals, whose ton- 
nage was a fraction less than two hundred thousand 
tons. 

Many of our citizens remember the ships. Eagle and 
Shenandoah, which sailed regularly to Europe loaded 

witli tobacco, and brought in return cargoes of salt. 
In course of time our ships went the way of all ships 
— by being stranded at sea, and our noble town felt 
the great loss of the vessels that were wont to unload 
at our wharves, amid the shouts of the boatmen and 
songs of the sailors. 

A number of enterprising citizens afterwards pur- 
chased four ships named the Francis Depau, tSouth- 
eriiei\ QUedonia^ and Catherine Jackson, They made 
their appearance in our harbor^in the summer and au- 
tamn of 1886, and after making several voyages to 
Europe, were finally sold as l)eing too large for our 
commerce. Our merclianls, then engaged in the 
coasting trade, having a number of vessels sailing to 
Boston, Newburyport, New York, and other cities^ 
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carrying away large quantities of flour and prodnce, 
brought down the Chesapeake k Ohio Canal, which 

extends into the interior of Maryland. Others ex- 
tended their commerce to the West Indies, and had 
large quantities of sugar and productions of the West 
Indies brought in every few months, and sold upon 
the wharves at public sale. In course of time the 
sailing packets passed away, and we have, in their 
place, steamers plying between our town, Baltimore, 
New York, Philadelphia, and Norfolk, which always 
arrive heavily loaded with freight, and carry away in 
return, cargoes of flour. 

The heaviest trade carried on, at tins time, is in the 
ai'ticlc of coal. Thousands of !)oat-load8 of coal ar- 
rive at our town by way of the canal from Cumber- 
land, which is shipped in vessels to distant ports, and 
.is largely used by the ocean steamers and manufactur- 
ing establishments.' The river is frequently covered 
with vessels with tlieir forests of masts reaching to- 
wards the sky, awaiting their turn to be loaded with 
coal, before sailing to a distant clime. 

The town is so located, that the Potomac River hag 
a fall of thirty-three feet, within four miles, from the 
Little Fulls to the catial basin ; and the canal liowing 
tluoLigli the town (having the same fall) to the river, 
reudera its banks desirable for milling purposes. The 
consequence is, we have a number of merchant mills 
in our town, located on the canal, propelled by water 
power. 

The first is the mill of David L. Bhoeiaaker; sec- 
ond, F. L. Moore; third, Beall & Shoemaker; fourth, 
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"William H. Tenney & Son ; fifth, James S. Welch ; 

sixth, George Shoemaker; seventh, Ross Ray & Bro.; 
eighth, A. H. Herr, at the foot of the market, and 
George Hill; Jr.'s Paper Mill. The iiour mills will 
shell out from one hundred and fifty to three hundred 
barrels of flour per day. Besides these, we have other 
mills in the neigliborhood of the town, aa the Lock 
Mill on the caniil, and about two miles above town is 
Lyons' Mill, and the Columbian Mill, located on Rock 
Creek, all of which are supplied with grain brought 
down the canal or by vessels from a distance. 

The flour and produce trade has become one of great 
importance in our town, and the must of our mer- 
chants are engaged in that line of business. There 
was a time, many yeara past, when the wholesale gro- 
cery business occupied nearly all the warehouses on 
Water Street. Our merchants attended the cargo 
sales of groceries in New York, where they [)urcliased 
supplies for the District market. These groceries were 
brought to Georgetown in the sailing packets, that 
plied regularly between New York and our town, and 
were sold to the retail dealers in the District — embrac- 
ing Washington and Georgetown. A large and ex- 
tensive business was done in this wjiv, until the rail- 
road was constructed between Washington and Balti- 
more, in the year 1835, when our retail dealers be- 
gan going to Baltimore and New York to purchase 
their supplies, instead of looking to our Water Street 
merchants , in this way the wholesale grocery busi- 
ness of Georgetown declined, while the Hour and pro- 
duce trade has taken its place. 
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The quantity of flour inspected in our town Las 
reached three hundred thousand barrels per year, all 
of wliich was transported down the canal^ or manu- 
factured at our merchant mills; 

Our principal flour inspector was Geoige Shoe- 
maker, who was elected annually on the first Monday 
in January, in each and every year. He served the 
town faithfully in that office for forty-nine years, until 
his death in July, 1865. By his sound judgment in 
the grades of flour, he raised the Georgetown brands 
to such a degree, that the flour, with his inspection, 
was demanded in all tlie markets of the countrv. 

In May, 1868, James A. Magruder, heing then the 
collector of the port of Georgetown, addressed a letter 
to the then commisuoner of public buildings, in ref* 
erenoe to the channel of the river and custom-house 
business. He says : 

"Tlie tonnage of vessels l)elonghig to this District 
is twenty-two thousand four hundred and fifty-live 
and eighty-eight one hundredths tons. The number of 
vessels entered for tiie past year, is three hundred and 
seventy-three ; number of vessels cleared, for the same 
time, is two hundred and five." He further sa3's: 
"You cannot Judge of the amount of husiness done 
in this District from the number of vessels entered 
and cleared; for vessels in the coasting trade are not 
required to enter or clear at the custom-house, unless 
they have foreign goods, or distilled spirits on hoard. 
I suppose there are at least twenty vessels arriving 
here, which do not enter or clear, for each ouo that 
has to do so." 

17 



Digitized by Google 



126 



ALEXANDRIA AQUEDUCT. 



A charter for the oonstniction of the Alexandria 

Aqueduct and canal was passed by Congress on the 
26th day of May, 1830, giving the company power 
to construct an aqueduct across the Potomac Rivera 
and excavate a canal to Alexandria. The work was 
hegnn in 1833 and completed by the 4th of July, 1843, 
when tlie water was turned into the aqueduct. The 
construction of two abutments and eight piers of stone, 
built upon the rock of the river at a great depth below 
the surface, was a trinmph of en^neering skill, not 
surpassed by any similar work in the countiy. 

It was decided by the engineers in charge of the 
work, that the aqueduct should consist of eight piers 
one hundred and five feet apart at high water mark ; 
two of the piers to be twenty-one feet thick, and the 
others twelve feet thick at high water mark ; the south- 
ern abutment to be twenty-one feet thick, with circular 
wing whIIs thirteen feet average thickness at the base, 
sixty-six feet in length, to connect with the slope walls 
of the causeway. Each of the piers have an ice 
breaker upon the up-stream end in form of an oblique 
cone, sloping forty-five degrees, extending five feet 
below and ten feet above high water mark, made of 
cut granite; the down-stream ends to be circular, and 
to have a slops the same as the sides, one inch to the 
foot. Upon this plan each pier was erected. 

The first cofier-dam constructed was built in a deptli 
of eighteen feet of water and seventeen feet four 
inclies of mud, l)einff the second from the Viririnia 
shore. Tlie figure of the dam was a parallelogram, 
eighty-two feet long by twenty-seven feet wide. The 
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inner row of piles were of white oak, forty feet long 
and sixteen inches in diameter at the larger end, shod 
with iron pointed with steel, weighing twenty-five 
poands. They were placed four feet apart from cetiter 
to center, and driven to the rock with a ram weigh- 
ing seventeen hundred pounds. Tlie outer row of 
piles, fifteen feet from and parallel with tlie iiimtr row, 
was also of oak, thirtj-^ix feet long and sixteen inches 
in diameter. After the dam was constrnoted pnddling 
clay was thrown in between the two rows of piles and 
well rammed to make the dam tight ; then the steam- 
engine was used for pumping the water and excavat- 
ing the mud. Seventeen feet of water was discharged 
by two pumps in four hours and thii'ty-two minutes. 
After a large portion of the mud was removed, a 
break would frequently occur ; and a dam has been 
known to fill more than a dozen times before succeed- 
ing in read ling the rock of the river. It was a spec^ 
tacle so unusual to see men busily at work so far 
below the sur&ce of the river, that it was an exceed- 
ingly interesting sight to the public ; but to the engin- 
eer, whatever might be his confidence in the ability of 
the dam to resibt the immense weight wliieh he knew 
to be constantly pressing upon it, the sight w{is one 
calculated to fill liis mind with anxiety. The ice 
breaker at the head of each pier is of cut granite, the 
two lower courses, being five feet below high water 
mark, were twenty-two inches thick, and no stone 
being less in size than twenty cubic feet. The piers 
were erected to the height of twenty-nine feet above 
high water mark. After the piers were erected, then 
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came the work of renioving the darns, which was 

easily done by the steam-engine in drawing fifty piles 
a day. 

To describe the construction of each dam and pier 
separately, wonld £11 a volume. It is sufficient to say 
that the modu^ operandi of constraction was the same 

in all, until the piej's and abutments were erected to 
the required altitude above the surface of the river. 
' If it had not been for the United States, probably 
this work never would have been completed. Con- 
gress,, by an act passed June 25th, 1832, gave one 
hundred thousand dollars towards this work, and, by a 
sulwequent act passed March 3d, 1837, gave three 
hundred thousand dollars more. The wliole cost of 
iStie aqueduct was six hundred thousand dollars, the 
canal five hundred thousand dollars, and the locks at 
Alexandria fifty thousand dollars. 

The original plan of the a(|ue(luct was to be all of 
stone, consisting of twelve arches supported by eleven 
piers and two abutments, the arches to be one hund- 
red feet epfok and twenty-five feet rise; but, the im- 
mense cost being beyond the means of the company, 
it was abandoned, and a wooden superstructure for 
the trunk of the aqueduct substituted. 

Several ingenious plans used in the country were 
duly considered. Benjamin F. Miller, the master- 
carpenter and superintendent of the work, invented a 
model, which, having been tested in the presence of 
the directors and board of engineers, was adopted; 
^and all the timber used in the construction was sub- 
jected to "Kyan's Process" for preserving timber. 
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The length of the wooden trunk is eleven hundred 

feet; its width, trorii timber to timber, twenty-eight 
feet; width of trough, Hoventeen feet; width of tow- 
path, live feet, and depth of trough, seven feet. 

Mfyor Tumbuil> who was the principal engineer in 
charge of the work, sajs: 

"Wlien I reflect upon the numerous difficulties 
which we have overcome in the pr()ii:ress of the work, 
and recall the disheai'teuing predictions of that numer- 
ous portion of the community who looked upon the 
attempt to establish foundations at so great a depth 
and in a situation so very exposed and dangerous, and 
who did lint IViil to treat it as an absurdity, I cannot 
but congratulate myself upon having so happily suc- 
ceeded ; and, while so doing, I recollect, with a very 
grateful sense of what I owe them for it, the very 
generous confidence which the president and direct- 
ors of the company always reposed in me ; and I re- 
call with pleasure and admiration the unhesitating 
promptness with w^hich they always seconded me — 
bringing to my aid their own spirit of zealous perse- 
verance, backed by all the disposable means of the 
company." 

The ariueduct being completed, and tbongbt to be 
durable, w^as in use as a public highway from July 4, 
1843, to May 23, 1861, when the United States took 
possession of the same, drew off th^ water, and con- 
verted the aqueduct into a bridge for the transportation 
of troops and nmnitions of war. It was used also as 
a road for common travel by the public (without })ay- 
lug any toll) until after the close of the war, when it 
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was surrendered by the United States to the aqnednct 

company, but in such a dilapidated condition tluxt it 
would hold neither wind nor water. The consequence 
was, the company was not able to repair the struc- 
ture, and made a lease of the same to Henry H. Wells, 
Philip Quigly, and William W. Duncan for ninety- 
nine years, on condition that the said lessees should 
rebuild the aqueduct and erect over the same a bridge, 
suitable for railway or common travel, and collect 
tolls for crossing the same. A new aqueduct was im« 
mediately rebuilt after July 27, 1868, out of Nbrtib 
Carolina limber. It has now been ten years since it 
was reconstructed, and, from present appearances, it 
wili have to be rebuilt again to hold water and sustaiu 
the weight of traveL 

This was an tmfortunate investment for Alexandria 
—the sinking of one million one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars — when, if slic had constructed a set 
of locks, four in number, at Georgetown, to lock boats 
into the river, then tow them to Alexandria by steam 
tugs and back again to Georgetown, the expense 
would have been a bagatelle compared to the cost of 
the canal and aqueduct. 

WASHINOTON AQUEDUCT. 

Before be^ning to write a sketch of the Washington 
Aqueduct, it will be well to examine into the history 

of water-works and see what other cities have done in 
days gone by. We extract from the c3'clopaDdia that, 
the Pools of Solomon, near Bethlehem, were three 
large reservoirs connected with each other, from which 
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water was conveyed to Jerusalem, six miles distant. 
One of these pools was five hundred and eighty-two 
feet long, and a hundred and eighty feet wide. Jeni- 
salem is still supplied with water from them. In Egypt 
and Babylonia, similar works were constructed in very 
early ages. Enough remains of tl le ancient aqueduct of 
Carthage to show that it was one of the most remark- 
able of these great works. Upon it, the waters from 
the mountains were conveyed through an arched con- 
duit six feet wide, and four feet deep. The whole 
length was seventy miles. The Romans exceeded all 
other nations, ancient or modern, in the construction 
of these works. There were nine ditFerent aqueducts 
which brought into the city daily, twenly-eight million 
cubic feet of pure water. Strabo says : * that whole 
rivers flowed through the streets of Rome/ It is es- 
timated that fifty million cubic feet of water must 
ha^'e ])een supplied daily to a population of one 
miiiion, or three hundrtul and twelve imperial gal- 
lons to each individual.'' The Croton Aqueduct of 
New York surpasses all modem constructions of this 
kind in extent and magnificence. It was completed 
in 1842 ; having been five years in building, under the 
superintendence of Mr. John B. Jervis, chief engi- 
neer. The whole expense was twelve million five 
hundred thousand dollars. The entire length is, from 
its source to Fifth Avenue, forty and one-half miles. 
On this line are sixteen tunnels, liaving a length of 
six thousand eight hundred and forty-one feet, cut 
through rock. A dam constructed across the Croton 
Biver, raised the water forty feet, and formed the Qron 



Digitized by Google 



182 



WASHINGTON AQUSDVOI, 



ton Jjake which covei*s about four hundred acres ; and 
with a depth of six feet of water, oontainB five hund- 
red milUon gallons. 
Having given a sketch of other wateivworks, we 

will now turn our attention to the one in vvliich we 
are more directly interested : 

The Washington Aqueduct was begun Xovenil)er 8, 
1853, under the administration of Franklin Pierce, 
President of the United States. The names of the 
engineers who designed and built the works, are 
Montgomery C. Meigs, captain of engineers; Alfred 
L. Rives, William II. Brvan, C. Crozet, C. G. Talcott, 
William H. Hatton, E. T. 1>. Myers, Silas Seymour, 
J. James B. Oroes, and Theodore B. Samo, civil engi- 
neers ; Nathaniel Michler, and G^eorge H. BUicott, ma^ 
jors of engineers; Orville E. Babcock, colonel of en- 
gineers, now chief engineer of the Washington Aque- 
duct. The source of supply is the Potomac River 
above the Great Falls. In 1853, the estimated cost 
of Hie work was two million three hundred thousand 
dollars, and is vet unfinished; but the actual expend- 
itures for all purposes from 18^.^ to 1876 is three mil- 
lion seven hundred and twenty-eight thousand two 
hundred and sixty-seven dollars. The cost of mainte- 
nance of works, including engineering, superinten- 
dence and repairs, is fifteen thousand dollars. The 
population of Washington and Georgetown being one 
hundred and forty-six thousand, the quantity of water 
used by the citizens and departments of the Govern- 
ment, is twenty-three million gallons in twen^-four 
hours. The steam pump supplies the reservoir on 
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Georgetown heights with one million gallons daily. 
The conduit of the Washington Aqueduct is circular 
in section— nine feet in the interior diameter. It is 
twelve miles long, with a fall of nine and one-half 
inches to one mile. The engine for propelling water 
to the reservoir on the heights of Georgetown, is a 
Knowles & Lihhey Engine, which is under the control 
of the Water Re^strar of the District of Colinnl^ia. 
There are two reservoirsy the receiving and distribut- 
ing. The receiving reservoir, covering fifty-one acres, 
is a natural basin formed by building an earthen dam 
across the valley of Powder Mill Branch, and is sel- 
dom used. The distributing reservoir covers forty- 
four acres, and is nearly a rectangle in form, built by 
excavating clay from its bottom and forming embank- 
ments thereof; the inner faces of which are protected 
hy a slope wall of dry rubble masonry, generally one 
foot thick, laid on a bed of small bioken stone six 
inches in depth. The pipes laid through Georgetown 
and Washington are cast-iron, fh>m 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 
20, 30, 36, and 48 inches in diameter. Pipes laid in 
1858, and taken up in 1875, were found to be in a good 
condition. There are six hundred and seventy-i'our 
hydrants for fires ; the McClelland pattern, made in 
Wa8hmgton,isgenerallyused, and has taken the place 
of nearly all others. Stop-cocks of various kinds have 
been used. The stop-cocks manufactured in T'roy, 
New York, have the preference. Those used on the 
thirtv-six-inch main were nuuiutactured bv the Norris 
Iron Company, of Pennsylvania. The workmansliip 
IB considered first-class. About thirty meters of va- 

18 
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nous patterns have been used for experimenting on 
the flow of water in the aqnednct for the purpose of as- 
certaining the amount consumed (but not tor ascertain- 
ing the discharge of the cond\iit), nearly all of which 
have been abandoned as failures. Of late years, the 
quantity of water consumed has been ascertained by 
shutting the conduit off from the distributing reser- 
voir, and recording tlic lieiglit of the surface of water 
every hour, for forty-eiirlit hours. The amount of 
water consumed is about twenty-three milliou gallons 
in twenty-four hours. 

There have been no difficulties in the construction 
of the water-works from the beginning. The last 
three miles of the conduit have been, and are now run 
under a head. Where built on an embankment, leaks 
have occurred, which have been repaired with hydrau- 
lic cementy and the embankments strengthened by 
widening and raising them. Since this was done, 
there have been no leaks, although the lower end of 
tlie conduit is run under a head between three and 
four feet. 

There are twelve tunnels on the line of the Wash- 
ington Aqueduct Tunnel Xo. 1, is one thousand four 
hundred and thirty-ciglit feet in length ; '^o. 2, three 
thousand eight hundred nnd sixtv-tive feet; Xo. 3, 
eighty-six feet; Xo. 4, seven hundred and sixty-six 
feet; No. 5, ninety feet; No. 6, eighty-eight feet ; No. 
7f six hundred and seventy-five feet five inches; I^o, 

8, four hundred and twenty-one feet nine inches; No. 

9, seven hundred and twenty-five feet ; Ko. 10, eighty 
six feet; No. 11, six hundred and twenty-six feet; No. 
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12, dalecarlia, eight hundred feet. The number of 
bridges are six. Tlie span of No. 1, is fourteen feet; 
No. 2, ten feet; No. 3, aeventy-five feet ; No. 4, two 
htmdred and twenty feet; No. 5, one hundred and 
twenty feet ; Xo. 6, two hundred feet. The first four 
bridges are constructed of cut stone ; the two hist of 
iron pipes. The cost of bridge No. 1 , was four thou- 
sand and Biz dollars; No. 2, seven thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-nine dollars ; No. 3, seventy-six 
thousand and sixty- eight dollars; No. 4, two hundred 
and tliirtv-seven thousand dollars. Bridijes Xo. 4, 
over Cabin John's Run, and No. 6, over Kock Creek, 
have been much admired. Their elevation and plans 
have been published in the scientific journals of Eu* 
ropL . Both bridges are new among en^neering struc- 
tures. The Cabin John Bridge being the widest stone 
arch in existence; and the Rock Creek Bridge being 
the only one in which the arched-ribs are utilized to 
convey the water supply ibr a city, and at the same 
time, to support a roadway. The length of the line 
of the Washington Aqueduct is eighteen miles, and 
the number of culverts twenty-six. Over the conduit 
is one of the best roud.s in the country, being mac- 
adamized, over which there is a large amount of 
travel by farmers living in the surrounding neigh- 
borhood, who use this road in hauling their produce 
to market. It is, also, a pleasant drive in ihe mm- 
mer setison, wlien a large nu]iil)er of our citizens avail 
themselves of the opportunity of visiting the Great 
Falls of the Potomac, to fish in the rolling tide, or 
view the swelling hills and sunken valleys of Viiv 



Digitized by Google 



136 



WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. 



giniu, and the course of the rivulets from the unbro- 
ken i)lain. 

The Aqueduct Bridge over Rock Creek, was con- 
structed upon two iron mains forty-eight inches in di- 
ameter, springing from two abutments on either side 
of the stream, and are used for the purpose of convey- 
ing water from the aqueduct into the city of Wash- 
ington. 

By an act of Congress, passed May 17tb, 1S62, the 
Washington k Georgetown Baihx)ad Company was cre- 
ated, and authorized to construct and lay a double 

track in the cities of Wasliingtou and Georgetown, 
along the following avenues and streets : " Com- 
mencing on Bridge Street at the intersection of High 
Street, thence along the said Bridge (Street to its inter- 
section with the street running to the Tubular Bridge 
over Rock Creek to Pennsylvania Avenue in the city 
of Washington, along said avenue to Fifteentli Street 
west, &c." The bridge was completed in 1862, and 
was immediately used as a general thoroughfare for 
street cars and wagons of all descriptions. The rail- 
road company claimed to have aulhority for the use 
of this hridge, from the portion of the law above quoted 
(but it was used as a bridge of common travel during 
the war by the public, on account of the demand for 
passage way and the K Street Bridge not being in a 
^od condition for travel), until an act of Congress, 
passed on the 3d of March, 1875, "gave authority to 
the chief engineer of the Washington Aqueduct, to 
notify the railroad company to remove their rails from 
the Tubular Bridge ov^r Bock Creek, within one year 
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from the date of said notice ; and tljo entcineer may es- 
tabiish and publish regulations prohibiting the pas- 
sage of heavy loaded wagons and carriages over said 
bridge." The street cars and heavy carriages now 
pass over the M Street Bridge, but it is evident that 
the travel over the Tnbnlar Bridge is as great as be- 
fore the act of Coni;-n'ss passed, judging from the num- 
ber of vehicles sometimes crowded upon the bridge. 
It should be restricted to foot passengers and light 
carriages. 

Great complaint has been made, particularly in the 
summer, when the weather was warm and the dry sea- 
son had set in, that the water iiowing from the Great 
Falls throagh the conduit, was attected by inipurities 
which gave it the oder and taste of fish, and it. was the 
prevailing opinion that the offensiveness proceeded 
froni fish in a state of decomposition in the reservoirs 
and pipes. To cure this difficult}% the mains and pipes 
were frequently flushed, but this did not remove the 
peculiar oder and taste, and it was the opinion of the 
chief engineer, that the impurities of the water were 
not due to the fish, either in the reservoirs or pipes. It 
has been generally supposed that the fishy taste of the 
water in time of a drought, was owing to a green moss 
generating inside of the reservoirs, which imparted a 
peculiar taste and oder to the water. When rain was 
plentiful, the fishy oder and taste suddenly disap- 
peared. 

As we have given the acts of Assembly of Mary- 
land, also the acts of Congress relating to the town, 
we will now give the acts of Congress in reference to 
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the construction of the Washington Aqueduct, which 
will be of use to the general reader and especially to 
the menil>er8 of the Washington Bar: 

The first enactment of Congress in relation to this 
work, is foand in volume 10, Statues at Large, p. 92 ; 
approved April 30tli, 1852. Tlie second, in vol. 10, 
p. 20(i; approved Marcli 3d, 1853, giving one hund- 
red thousaTid dolhirs. The third, in vol. 10, p. 664; 
approved March 8d, 1855, giving two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. The fourth, in vol. 11, p. 86 ; 
approved August 18th, 1856, giving two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars. The fifth, in vol. 11, p. 225; 
approved March 3d, 1857, giving one million dollars. 
The sixth, in vol. 11, p. 256; approved March dd, 
1857. This act surrenders to the United States cer- 
tain machinery, bricks, and materials. The seventh, 
in vol. 11, pp. 268, 264. and 265, for tlie purpose of 
acquiring laud for the luiueduct. The eightJi, in vol. 

11, p. 823 ; approved June 12th, 1858, giving eight 
hundred thousand dollars to complete the works. The 
ninth, in vol. 11, p. 435 ; approved March 3d, 1869, 
transfers the control of the Washington Aqueduct to 
the Department of the Interior. Tlie tenth, in vol. 

12, p. 106; approved June 25th, 1860, giving four 
million dollars. The eleventh, in vol. 12, pp. 405, 
406, and 407; which refers to the Corporation of 
Georgetown especially, in which all the citizens are 
interested. The twelfth, in vol. 12, p. 620 ; the thir- 
teenth, in vol. 12, i)i>. 804 and 805; the fourteenth, 
in vol. 13, p. 384 ; the fifteenth, m vol. 13, pp. 133 
and 134; the sixteenth, in vol. 14, p. 816; the seven- 
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teenth, in vol. 14, p. 374 ; the eighteenth, in vol. 14, 

p. 464; the nineteonih, in vol. 14, p. 466; the twen- 
tieth, in vol. 14, p. 464; the twenty-first, in vol. 15, 
p. 118; the twenty-second, in vol. 16, p. 174; the 
twenty-third, in voL 15, p. 309 ; the twenty-fourth, in 
vol. 16, p. 276 ; the twenty-fifth, in vol. 16, pp. 801 
and 302 ; the twenty-sixth, in vol. 16, p. 505. See also 
an act of tlie Legishitnre of the District of Columbia, 
approved July 20tli 1871, appropnating four hundred 
and fifty thousand dollara. 
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CHAPTER YL 

Catholic Trinitt Chuboh— Psbssttebiav Ohuboh— St. Jomr's 
Episcopal Church— Christ Episcopal Church— Methodist 
Episcopal Church— Mbthodist Protbstant Church— Obrmah 
Lutheran Chubch— Baptist Chuboh— Colored Churcbbs. 

It is dillicuit to write a sketch of a church when no 
record has been kept of the events surrounding it» by 
which a brief history might be written. The infonna- 

tion imparted to the chronicler concerning the old 
church edifice, was given to him bv Rev. J. S. Sum- 
ner, editor of the CoUege Journal. It appears that tlie 
first entry on the records of Trinity Church is of a 
marriage April 6^ 1795 ; the first baptism recorded is 
of May 14th, of the same year. These are signed by 
Rev. Francis Neale, S. J., the first pastor of Triiiitv 
Church, and indicate the period at which the church 
was used for worship. The lot was purchased by 
Bishop Carroll, some years previously, and the church 
erected by contributions from people of the adjoining 
counties. Alexander Dovle seems to have erected tlie 
buihiing, putting in liis own means in addition to the 
contributions from others. The coll e ire virtuall v owned 
the church, and still continues to hold it. Mr. Doyle 
made an arrangement with the college by which the 
debt of the church to him was extinguished, namely, 
by contracting for tlio education of his sons at the col- 
lege ; the whole embracing a term of years. When 
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the last one left there was still an unexpired term due 

his estate, and the collet^e paid his exenitor the hal- 
auce. The oh] church was irequently used hj the col- 
lie to hold the annual commeHcemeuts, until 1832, 
when the college had erected a new building for that 
purpose. The old church has lately been remodeled 
to make room for Trinity Church Sabbath School. 
The school room is a tine hall on the tirst Hoor of the 
building extending its entire length and breadth, with 
seats for six hundred pupils. On the upper floor are 
class rooms for the parish school. The parish school 
connected with the church is in a most flourishing condi- 
tion, and should he encouraged, so that its influence 
may extend in doinL;- ii:ood, by educating the children of 
the poor aud making them useful members of society^ 
that they may become an honor to their parents and a 
blessing to the community. 

The new Trinity Church fronts west, like Solo- 
mon's Temple. The corner-stone was laid in 184i>, 
when Rev. James Kyder preached a most elo(iuent 
sermon. The church was dedicated on Sunday, loth 
day of June, 1851 (the chronicler was present), when 
Doctor Ryder again preached a very impressive dis- 
course from the II Chronicles ; his text was : Tlie 
appearance of the Lord in a dream unto Solomon at 
the completion of the temple ; " and then came a faithf- 
ful descnption of what a true worshiper of the Saviour 
ought to be, and which, to our mind, was never more 
faithfully portrayed. There was present, on the occar 
sion, a large company collected from fur and near, 
consisting of all classes and deuominations, among 

19 
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them many Protestants desirons of seeing the imposing 

ceremonies jind solemn services. The clergy, all attired 
in their jiroper vestments and bearing the holy cross, 
marched up one of the aisles of the church sprinkliug 
the holy water with hyssop, and, upon arriving at the 
altar, Hayden's Mass was sung and chanted hy the 
choir. The procession then passed through the aisles 
again sprinkling the holy water ; the music was supe- 
rior to anvthing of the kind ever heard in our town at 
church dedications. 

The pastors who have Med the pulpit of Trinily 
Church are as ibllows : the Hev. Francis Neale took 
charges of the church in 1792, and was followed by his 
assistant, l\ev. Cliarles L. TIkhix, in 1818; then came 
the Rev. Stephen Duhuisson, James F. M. Lucas, 
rhilip A. Sacchi, Peter P. Kroes, Peter O'Flanagan, 
up to the year 1852. In that year Rev. Joseph Asch- 
wanden became rector, taking control of the new 
cliurcli erected in 1849-'50. In 1856, he was suc- 
ceeded bv Ivev. Anthony Ciampi, who, after a year's 
incumbency, gave })hice to Rev. Thomas Mulledy. Tn 
1858, Rev. Joseph Aschwander returned and remained 
pastor until his death in 1868. The Rev. Hippolyte 
Gache entered upon his duties as rector in 1868. He 
built a pastoral residence near the church, iind was 
followed, two years later, by Rev. Charles H. Stone- 
street, who governed the parish until 1874. Kext came 
Rev. John B. DeWolf, who, in 1876 and 1877, made an 
addition to the church to accommodate the male paro- 
chial school, which, for several years, had occupied 
premises opposite. The Rev. John J. Murphy, S. J., 
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succeeded DeWolf in 1877. The pastors of Trinity 
Church lived at Georgetown College nntil the Bev. 
Mr. Gbche built the pastoral residence. They have 
all been men of distinction. Lately the Rev John J. 

Murphy resigned his charge of the church, and the 
Kev. Anthony Ciampi has again returned to preside 
over the congregation. 

PRfiSBYIBRIAK CHURCH. 

[History prepared from the records of the church, by Rev, 
R. T. Berry, pastor, September 8, 1848.] 

" According to the inscription on the tablet, on the 
right as you enter the north door of this edifice, the 
gospel was first planted in this town, and this church 
was founded, by the Rev. Stephen Bloomer 13alch, 
D. 1)., who was for liJ'ty-twu years its revered [jastor, 
and whose remains lie beneath the tablet alluded to. 
As the history of this congregation is identified with 
that of this venerable and venerated name, it is natu- 
ral that I should present a succinct biographical sketch 
of the leadiuLf events of liis life. 

" Doctor Balch wiis born in Harford County, Mary- 
land, April 7, 1746. In the fall of 1772, he became 
a student of Princeton College, then under the super- 
intendence of the distinguished John Witherspoon, 
D. I)., one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. Dr. Balch graduated in 1774, and went 
to Lower Marlborough, Calvert County, Maryland, to 
take charge of an academy. There he remained till 
1778, when he visited the State of Georgia, where he 
studied divinity. In 1780 he was licensed to preach 
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(and pro])iil)ly ordained at the siuiie time as an evan- 
gelist, for he was commissioned by the presbjtery to 
travel as a miesioiiary as far north as Qeorgetown, fhea 
in the State of Maryland.) Here he commenced his 
ministerial labors ; and soon after his location here he 
opened a classical school, which he taught, with emi- 
nent success, a considerable portion of his life. And 
here I think it worth while to remark^ to the credit 
of yonr Presbyterian fathers, that they were not only 
the pioneers of religion, bnt of education. This com- 
munity is under great obligation to the Presbyterian 
church for having provided, from its earliest settle- 
ment, the means of a liberal education for its sons. 

" I am under the impression that, from the time of 
the establishment of this first academy, under Dr. 
Balch, down to the period ol' the lamented death of 
the late Kev. James McVean, there has alwa\'s existed 
here a scliool or academy of a high order under the 
care of a Presbyterian minister : tirst under Dr. Balch, 
then under the Bev. David Wiley, who was succeeded 
by Rev. Dr. James Carnahan, president of Nassau 
Hall, who ^vas followed by Kev. James McVean. 

" According to tradition. Dr. Balch preached his 
first sermon in a little log building on High Street, 
which stood on the site of the Lutheran burying ground. 
The burying ground still remains, but the building 
has long since disappeared. If this traditioTi he cor- 
rect, it would seem that this Lutheran church had 
been in existence when Dr. Balch first came to this 
place. When it was established, or by whom, I have 
no means of knowing ; if before Dr. Balch came, it 
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seems to have had no existence as an organized cbuixh 
at that time nor since. 

Subsequently, he is said to have preached for a while 
in a small wooden bailding, which was used as a school- 
house ill the week and as a church on 8undiivs, It 
stood at the corner of Bridge and Market Street!^, 
nearly opposite tlie market place. It is presumed that 
the number of his hearers must have continued to in- 
crease, and it is probable the congregation began to 
assume something of a scttkid form soon after this, for 
we find, according to the tal)let in front of this build- 
ing, that as early as 1782 a church editice was erected 
on the site of the present one, which was a small room 
about thirty feet square. As the congregation in- 
creased it became necessary to enlarge the building, 
which was done hv extendiui^ the north front. This 
occurred in 1793. Soon after the removal of the seat 
of Government to Washington, or about the years 
1801-2, considerable accessions were made to the 
congregation, and it was necessary still further to en- 
large the church editice, which was done under the 
immediate superintendence of Dr. Balch. This sec- 
ond enlargement was made by extending it on the 
west side. This appears from an old plat of the pews 
still in eidstence. To this improvement, among otliers, 
Mr. Jefferson, then President of the United States, 
and Albert Gallatin, the Secretary of the Treasury, sub- 
scribed. Mr. Jeiierson's subscription was seven ty-iive 
dollars. I believe at that time it was customary for the 
officers of the Government, when they went to church, 
to atteud at this place. General Washington is said 
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to have come from Mount Veriuiii on one occiision 
to attend divine service in tliis church. For some 
time it wati the church of the District this side of the 
Potomac; all denominations attended here. Metho- 
dists, Episcopalians, and others, aa well as the Presby- 
terians, received the word of God at the mouth of tlie 
Presbyterian pastoi', and communed togetlier at the 
same altar. Such was the liberahty that prevailed in 
those days. About the years 1819-'20» the building 
being still tbund insufficient to accomodate all who 
desired to rent pews, and owing to the additions which 
had been already made, it not beinc: deemed safe, it 
was determined to pull it down and erect another. 
This determination was carried into efi'ect in 1821, 
in the erection of the present spacious, elegant, and 
substantial structure, which has recently been put into 
a state of repair without incurring any debt tlierefor. 
The repaii*8 of the interior of the church were made 
by the contributions aud zealous elibrts of the iudies 
of the congregation. 

Up to the period of the second addition to the 
church, or about the year 1806, Dr. Balch was the 
only Protestant minister in this place. All denomina- 
tions of Cljristians attended upon his ministry, for be 
was universally respected, and enjoyed the confidence 
of the whole community. This he did without sacra- 
ficing what he believed to be truth and duty, or compro- 
mising his principles as a Presbyterian minister. He 
felt, as all true ministers of Jesus Christ should feel, 
that he was the minister of God to all men for good, 
and not merely to his own flock. For many years he 
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baptized, married, instructed, attended the dying, and 
periormed the sad rites of sepulture to the whole 
community. 

** After * serving his generation by the will of GU>d,' 
he calmly fell asleep, in the eighty-seventh year of his 
life, September 22, 18;J8, gathered * as a shock of corn 
Cometh in its season.* 

" I shall now proceed to notice such other incidents 
in the history of the church and congregation as are 
of general interest. 

" It has been already intimated that the congrega- 
tion in its iK'ginning W}is small, consisting, it is said, 
of not more than ten members ; but it was composed 
of the most respectable, intelligent, and worthy citi- 
zens of the community, who were not only the fathers 
of this church, but also the fathers of this town. They 
were, for the most part, of Scotch, German, and New 
England extraction. 

" The coi'poration was not incorporated till 1806, 
Up to that time, it appears its temporal ailairs were 
managed by a standing committee of the members ap- 
pointed for that purpose ; at least, this appears to have 
been the case as early as 1802. 

"By certain deeds of that date, the property of the 
grave-yard and adjoining lots was conveyed to * Bev. 
8. B. Balch, pastor, and Thomas Corcoran, George 
Thompson, William Whann, Jas. Melvin, John Cruik- 
shank, James Calder, Christian Kurtz, John Peter, 
David Enijlish, and Henry Knowles. members of the 
Presbyterian congregation of Georgetown, for the ex- 
clusive use of the Presbyterian Church in Georgetown, 
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adhering to the confession of faith of the Presbyterian 
Chui'cli in the United States of America, and to her 
Presbyteries, synods, and general assemblies.' 

I have not seen the deed for the lot on which this 
church stands, but it is probable that it contained a 
similar condition ; so that it would seem that the title 
of this con2^re2:ation to tlic property held by it depends 
upon their ' adhering to the confession of faith of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States of America^ 
and to her Presbyteries, synods, and general assem- 
blies.' 

**Tn 1806, the trustees of the coni^reiration were in- 
cor])orated by act of Congress ; they were Stephen B. 
Balch, William Wbann, James Melvin, John MafHt, 
John Peter, Joshua Dawson, James Galder, Geo. 
Thompson, Elchard Elliott, David Wiley, and Andrew 
Ross. 

" To show the changes which the congregation lias 
undergone, I find that of those who are recorded as 
having been pew holders from 1806 to 1808, all are 
dead or removed, as far as I can learn, but three. Of 
those recorded as pew holders in 1822, one year after 
the present editice was erected, all are dead or re- 
moved but tifteen.* i^'rom this period on to 1827, 
the congregation seems to have been greatly weak- 
ened by deaths, and removals from town caused by 
the continued decline in the business of the place, 
and otlicr causes; so that, in October, 182-3, accord- 
ing to a statement of that date found among the papers, 
there were thirty-four pews and five half pews reported 

*A.fter that date ninety-five were recorded as pew holtleis. 
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as vacant ; and in 182*7, as appears by a report made to 
the board of trustees, by Daniel Bnssard, the collector, 

that from * removals bv deiitli, and otlierwiso,' the 
funds of the trustees from pew rents were lessened by 
the amount of four hundred and forty dollara per an- 
nam. The prosperity of the congregation subsequently 
revived ; but these changes in the materiel of the con- 
gregation have continued to take place up to this time. 
Siuco ii\y connection with it as a pastor, at least one- 
third if not one-half of the congregation have changed 
— ^that is, at least one-third have been removed by 
death or emigration, and that in the space of about 
nine years. But, while many have thus been removed, 
others have come in to take their places, so that the 
congregation has been enabled to hold its own. And, 
as far as I can gather from its past history, the con- 
gregation is about as numerous and prosperous now 
as it has been, upon an average, at any period since 
the [)resent edifice was erected, for I find there never 
liuK l)een a period since its erection wh(?n it was filled. 
Ever since it was built, the house has been too large 
for the congregation, and this has been a great disad- 
vantage every way. All are now agreed that a great 
mistake was committed in erecting so large a building 
in so small a community, divided as it is into so many 
ditierent denominations, all provided with places of 
public worship. I believe this house would accommo- 
date pretty comfortably all the church-going people in 
this place. It is true, that when the plan of this edi- 
fice was projected, this congregation was at the height 

of its prosperity, and the town was prosperous and 
20 
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promised to increase. Moreover, the old church was 

not sufficient to accoiiiiuodak' all vslio at tliat time 
wislied to rent pews in it, anil tlie.se considerations no 
doubt led your fathers to plan this building on so ex- 
tensive a scale. But it was to be regretted on another 
account : the estimated cost of the building was twenty 
thousand doHavs, a hurden which, as tlie result showed, 
was f^reater than the coni^i-eication was al)le to hear, 
for the walls were scai'cely up hef'ore the huilding com- 
mittee had to borrow money to carry on the building. 
This and subsequent loans laid the foundation of a 
debt, under the weight of which the church long stag- 
gered, and iiuni which it has heen entirely relieved, 
owing, in great part, to the liberality of its creditors, 
and the exertion of the Rev. John C. Hniith. the late 
pastor, only within a few years past. Such debtrested 
as an incubus on the congregation, and was the occa- 
sion of the most disastrous consequences to its proa^ 
perity, an<l, iiidced, jeoparded at one time its very ex- 
istence, for, in 182-J, a deed of trust, I find, was actu- 
ally given on all its property to secure the payment 
of its debts; a most painful and humiliating sacrifice 
indeed, but an act of justice for which it deserved 
all honor, for churches, like individuals, .slionld ' owe 
no man anytliing.' 1 allude particularly to tliis part 
of tlie history of the congregation first, as explaining 
much of the adversity and difficulties with which it 
has had to contend with; and^ second, as a warning 
against church debts, wMch have been well termed 
church curses. 

Another cause which, doubtless, tended to weaken 
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this congregation, and retard its growth in times past, 
is fouad in the i&ct that the several denominations of 
christians who, in the early history of the church were 
identified with it, and united in its 6u[){)ort, at differ- 
ent periods, erected houses of worship lor theniselve>», 
and, of course, retired from this congregation; thus, 
in 1805, tiie first Episcopal Church, St. John's, was 
erected ; and it may be mentioned, as a pleasing evi- 
dence of the liberality and good feeling that prevailed 
at that day, that Dr. Balch not only encouraged the 
enterprise, hut contributed, along witli otlier Presby- 
terians, to its funds; and this w^as but right, as the 
Episcopalians had contributed heretofore to the Pres- 
byterian Church. In 1818, the second Episcopal 
Church, Christ Church, was erected. And here it 
ought to be mentioned, as an additional evidence of 
the hherahty and good feeUng of tliose times, that 
these two congregations courteously tendered the use 
of their respective churches to each other while their's 
were being erected ; and I tind that the pastor of that 
church united with Br. Batch in the dedication ser- 
vices of this. I will also add that at one time all the 
pastors and their j)cople were in the habit of holding a 
union prayer meeting in their respective churches, 
where they mingled, in christian fellowship and cath- 
olic communion ; their prayers and praises at the altar 
of the author of their " conmion salvation." In 1828, 
the Methodist Protestant Church was organized, and 
their organization took place in tliis church. The use 
of this church was also tendered to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church while the present edifice was in process 
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of erection. Indeed, the Preslijterian Church here 
mav be considered in some sort the " mother chm-ch " 
of this community, for it preceded all others in point 
of time ; and while the others were without houses of 
their own, tliev found a welcome asvluiii here, and en- 
joyed here tlic ordinances and ministrations of God's 
house. It appears, from this history, that the Presby- 
terian Church here has ever pursued none other than 
a liberal course of conduct towards her younger sisters 
of other denominations, and in this it has but acted in 
the liberal spirit of its Catholic principles towards 
other bodies of christians. 

Of the church proper — ^that is, the communicants — 
I have but little to say, for the records of the church 
session were consumed when the house of Dr. Balch 
was burnt; the present records go no further bjick 
than 1831. Tradition has it that the church was or- 
ganized about the latter part of 1780 ; and at the first 
communion that was celebrated, there were but seven 
members with the pastor. It seems that for a long time 
there was hut one ruling elder, viz., James Oi-me, who 
was the son of the Kev. John Orme, formerly the pas- 
tor of the Prcsl >y terian Church of Upper Marlborough, 
Maryland, which is now ertinct Those who were rul- 
ing elders in this church, besides, at difterent periods, 
but who are now deceased, were John Peter, James 
Melvin, John Craven, John McDaniel, Kobert Munro, 
John S. Nevins, William Williamson, Samuel Hawley, 
and James McYean. 

" The present number of comratmicants is one hund- 
red and seven, and about seventy families. To show 
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the cbaDges that have taken place in the last nine 
years, there have been added during that period np- 
wards of sixty to the communion of the church, while 

rather more tlian that number have died or removed ; 
none have apostatized. Well may we ask, in view of 
these changes — 

' Your fathers, where are they ? 
The prophets, do they live forever?* 

" IlaviDg finished our inquiries about your fathers, 
we return upon our path, and ask a little further of 
the propliets who have spoken unto you here the word 
of God. This church has existed sixty-six years ; and 
during that period it has had but three installed pas^ 
tors : Dr. fialch, who presided fifty-two years ; Rever- 
end J. C. Smith, who presided about seven years ; * 
and the present incumbent, about nine years.f luiv- 
erend T. B. Balch assisted his father as minister for 
awhile. In 1822, Reverend K. B. Gurley was invited 
as an assistant minister, and, in 1828, Reverend John 
N. Campbell, now of Albany. Reverend Dr. Cox 
was invited, in 1829, to become assistant pastor, but 
did not accept the call. I ought, also, to mention that, 
about the time, or soon after the building of this edi- 
fice, an unhappy schism occurred in the church — ^the 
only one, I believe, that ever afflicted it A few — 
but those some of the most respectable members — 
withdrew, under the lead of a Rev. Mr. Baldwin. 
They worshiped for a time in the Lancasterian school- 
room, but failing in their elibrt to organize another 
church, after awMle they melted away. 

♦From 18a 1 to IbUb. f Vwm 1838 U) 1848. 
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**It ouglit also to be int'iitiuiied, as a part of tlie 
history of the church, that during the years 1837-'38 
it was agitated and distracted not a little by the doc- 
trinal and ecclesiastical questions which occasioned 
the schism which occurred in the Preshyterian body 
at that period, and which resulted in the secession 
from the Presbyterian church in the United States of 
America of a considerable number of its mi'^isters and 
members. But this congregation wisely and happily 
determined, to use the language of the deed which I 
have recited, to adhere, as there forefathers did, to the 
confession of faitli of the Presbvtcriiui eliuich in the 
United States of America, and to her presbyteries, 
synods and general assemblies, with which it had been 
in communion for half a century; concluding very 
justly that it was best ' not to meddle with them that 
are given to change,' and that, * no man having drunk 
old wine straightway desii'eth new ; for, saith he, the 
old is far better.' '* 

APPENDIX. 

"A. — Extract from journal of board of trustees: 
"June 11, 1806. — A report being made of the ex- 
penses incurred in the improvement of the church, and 
a deficiency appearing, Ordered^ That the members 
individually take the subscription, and get any further 
moneys ; and that Messrs. Maffit and Elliott be a com- 
mittee to superintend the repairing the rooi" and the 
removal of the pulpit; Messrs. Ross and Elliott a 
committee to have the plastering measured, and Mr. 
Peter to contract for the washing and cleaning the 
churdL 
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"August, 1806. — "William Whann, collector of the 
ffrave-vard, ottered to advance the monev for the 
painting of the church, to l)e reimbursed from the 
funds of the gravo-yard, to be retained by him as col- 
lector. Agreed to by the board. Meesrs. Hobs and 
Melvin, appointed the committee to superintend the 
pamting. Mr. Melvin proposed, in conjunction with 
Mr. Balcli and Mi\ Ross, to erect a new puljnt, not to 
cost more than tiftv dollars, provided the JSunday col- 
lections were pledged for that purpose. Agreed to. 

« April 11, 1807.— Messrs. Elliott and Wiley ap- 
pointed a committee to get the roof of the church 
made tifflit and have tal>les and benches made tor the 
cornmnnion. Funds of the grave-yard }»lcdged to 
Mr. Whann for the money advanced. Mr. MeDaniel 
appointed to collect the pew rents. He and Mr. 
Elliott a committee to get doors put on the pews, 
and draw on Mr. Whann foi- the money. 

PEW HOLDERS IN 1806-'6. 

James Calder, David English, Jonathan Finley, 

Eleanor Curlan, William Ivnowles, Benjamin Better- 
ton, Clephan k Makie, Joseph Wlieaton, Mrs. Tem- 
pleman, Alexander Carmichael, William Xing, John 
Baltzer, William Thompson, Jasper M. Jackson, 
Christian Kurtz, John Banks, Sarah Cnukshanks, 
ITathan Loughboro*, Francis Clarke, Robert Ober, 
Nicholas Hedges, Richard Elliott, Jeremiah Moslicr, 
John Craven, Daniel Keitzei, Daniel Bussard, Joseph 

Bromley, John Heugh, Francis Dodge, — Whet- 

zel, Ezekiel King, John Maffit, Andrew Boss, William 
Crawford, John Laird, Sarah Suter, Edgar Patterson, 
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James A. Morsel, G. P. Polk, Joshua Dawson, George 
Thompson, Mrs. George French, Thomas Beall (of 
George), David Peter, John Peter, William Wliann, 
James Melvin, Jane Wliite, Charles Love, James 
Dunlop, Sr., David Wiley. 

B. — ^The first movement towards building a new 
church was made as early as April 2l8t, 1815, as ap- 
pears from the following resolution of the board, 
adopted at that tinie : 

" Resolced, That Messrs. Peter, Ross, and McDaniel 
be a eommittee to make inquiry respecting an eligible 
site for a new church, and, also, of the means of ob- 
taining money for the purchase of the same, and re- 
port at next meeting. 

"Tliis committee reported accordingly at the next 
meeting, and the report was filed. 

''April 3, \^yj ,—Resol^)ed^ That Messrs. Peter, 
English and McDaniel be a committee to ascertain 
what can be obtained by subscription towards building 
a new church. 

" Resolved, That Messrs. Laird, Koss, Whann, and 
Peter be a committee to consider and report a plan 
for a new church. This committee reported April 20, 
1817, a plan of a building — ^probable cost twenty 
thousand dollars. 

"The committee, to ohtain suhscriptions, reported that 
little progi-css had })een made, and tisked furtlier time. 
On 24th April, 1817, the same committee reported that 
a suilicient sum could not be obtained, and asked to 
be discharged. Report adopted. Messrs. English, 
Peter, and Koss were appointed a committee to keep 
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the sul)ject in view. Messrs. Bussard, McDaniel, and 
English were appointed a committee to provide pews 
for the accommodation of applicants. 

"April 14, 1819. — A committee appointed to ex- 
amine the cluuvli re])()rte(l that it was heeoiuing un- 
safe, and that steps ought to he iiuiiiediately taken to 
build a new one. 

June 19, 1819.— Messrs. Thomas B. Beali, Robert 
Ober, John Kurtz, L. G. Davidson, and John Peter 
were appointed a committee to obtain subscriptions for 
a new cliurch. 

"July 6, 1819. — Messrs. John Laird, Andrew Ross, 
Lewis G. Davidson, and J. Kurtz were appointed a 
building conmiittee, and authorized to contract for the 
same. Tl uy accordingly contracted with William 
Archer to buikl a church for twenty thousand dollars. 

** Lewis G. Davidson was ap[>ointed treasurer of the 
funds for the erection of the new church in 1821. 
The subscription having, in a great measure, failed, 
the building committee were authorized to borrow 
three thousand dollars to caiTy on the building. This 
amount was advanced by John Laird, deceased. 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TBUSTEES IN 1821. 

"John Laird, John Peter, William Wliann, Daniel 
Bussard, Andrew Koss, Kichard Elliott, David Eng- 
lish, James Calder, John McDaniel. 

"C. — The Rev. Jolm (■. Smith, at that time the pas- 
tor, offered to collect funds to extiiiLrnisli the debt on 
the church, provided the creditors would relinquish 
one-half of their claims, to which most of them agreed ; 

21 
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and fhe thanks of the congregation were tendered to 
Mr. Smith for * his diligent and snccessfnl exertions ' 

in ae(.'()iii[»lisirmi; the object. The priucipal creditors 
were the heirs ot Johu Laird.* 

[*astor's salary, tVom 1812 to 1825, was one thou- 
sand dollars. In 1825, it was tixed at eight hundred 
dollars.! In 1827, owing to the great falling otf of 
the revenue from pew rents (alluded to in the sermon) 
at that time, it was reduced to six hundred dollars, t 
It was snbseqnently fixed at eight hundred dollars, and 
has so continued to this time; tliough, in 1884, the 
amount available tor the pa^uient of the pastor's sal- 
ary, after paying other expenses, was only six hundred 
and thirty-two dollars and fifty cents, and the halance 
had to he made up by voluntary suhscription. || 

TRFSTEES AT THIS TIME (1H4H). 

"l^avid Knglisli, TTon. James Dnnlop, John Kurtz, 
Robert Dick, Robert Barnard, William H. Tenney, 
Gheorge Bohrer, Marinus Willet, R. 8. T. Cissel. 

OFFICERS (IF THE CHTRCH AT THIS TIME (1848). 

"Ruling EldeJ-s: David English, Sr., O. Z. Aiuu- 
caster. Deacons: Jacob Ramsburg, Edward Myers. 
Until within a few years past this church was without 
this class of officers, provided for in the constitution 

of tlie Preslijterian Cliurcli ; and it appears tlial. in 
the early history ot this cougregatiou, the duties of 

* See Journal of the Board, page 112. 
t See Journal, pages 87 and 90. 
% See Journal, page 96. 
II See Journal, page 110. 
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this class of officers were performed by a committee 
of the trastees.* 

There has heen, since 1822, and perliaps earlier, a 
Sunday School connected with the church, which was 
held, iu 1822, in the Lancasterian scliool-i-ouiu, as ap- 
pears from a letter addressed to the trustees, by Miss 
Kussell, in behalf of the teachers, requesting that more 
comfortable accommodations might be provided for 
them. Over this school, the late Rev. James McVean 
presided, with eriiinent ability and success, for more 
than twentv-five vears. Its present othcers are K. hj. 
T. Cissel, superintendent; Samuel H. Howell, secre- 
tary; Jacob Bamsburg, treasurer^ and William E. 
Myers, librarian.*' 

If the destruction of any building in our town was 
to be deplored, it was the tearing down of tlie old Pres- 
byterian Churcli, situated at the corner of VVasliing- 
ington and Bridge Streets. It was most substantially 
built; and all the brick and wood-work was in as good 
state of preservation as when erected in the year 1821. 
It was a larire and noljle cliurcli, and every wav suita- 
ble for the worship of any religious congregation. It 
was one among the principal landmarks, and attracted 
the attention of all strangers who visited our town, as 
a noble building. Its destruction is to be regretted, 
because it was the only church in that section of the 
town ; and since the Methodist Episcopal Congrega- 

* See Journal, page 13, where, in 1809, Rev. Stephen B. Bslch, 

John McDaniel, and Richard Elliott, were appointed ii committee to 
distribute what fluids may be obtained tor the rnliet'oftlie poor. mikI 
render their accounts quarterly. There are other entries of subse- 
quent dates to the same effect. 
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tion had sold their church on Monto^omerv Street, in 
1850, to the town tor a public scliool. a chnreli wius 
more needed in that section of the town than formerly, 
and the reason of its being originally built there, 
was to accommodate the citizens of Washington and 
Geort^etown. If the chronicler had been a wealthy 
citizen, he would have purchased the building and 
dedicated it for religiouH worsliip to any coni^i egation, 
and to the meeting of the Sabbath School children of 
our town, where all the schools formerly assembled to 
celebrate the birthday of American liberty; but as the 
nol)Ie edifice is now gone, the chronicler will here give 
an account of vui ious articles found in the corner-stone 
and transferred to the new church on West Street 

The following are the articles fomid in the comer- 
stone of Bridge Street Church, and afterwards depos- 
ited in the corner-stone of the new church on West 
Street, laid in 1873 : 

** Medallion of Wasliington. Silver quarter of 1820. 
Two silver ten cent pieces of 1820. Five one dollar 
silver pieces of 1818 ; and one of 1820. 

** Statement of the number of inhabitants of George- 
town and Washington: Georgetown, in 1800, two 
thousand nine hundred and niuety-tbree ; in 1810, four 
thousand nine hundred and forty-eight ; in 1820, seven 
thousand five hundred and nineteen. Washington, 
in 1800, three thousand two hundred and ten; in 
1810, eiglU thousand two hundred and eight ; in 1820, 
thirteen tliousand four liundred and seventy-four. To- 
tal number of inliabitants of the l)istrict in 1820, thirty- 
three thousand live hundred and eighty-nine. 
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'* Foilj years have passed and gone, and but few 
tongues now remain to tell, that on this lot of ground 

a small building was erected for the worship of the 
true and living; (lod. beiiii': the first raised m this town. 

"The Kev. Stephen Bloomer Balcb setting out to lar 
bor in the vinyard of the Master, was directed to this 
people, then not more than fifteen in number, who 
called for his services, and the congregation was or^ 
ganized in connection with the General Assombly of 
the Proshyterian Church in the United States. At the 
first celebration of the Lord's Supper in this house, 
seven persons only made a public profession of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. By this ambassador of Christ, the 
message of reconciliation was preached, and thence 
forward proclaimed with silent success, and the visihle 
members of the church militant have greatly increased 
in number. 

** The congregation at the present time (1821) num- 
bers eighty families, and one hundred and nine com- 

municants. They continued under the pastoral care 
of the Reverend Stephen 13. Balch, D. D., assisted by 
David English, John McDaniel, and Hobert Ober, 
ruling elders. 

On the 28th day of March, A. D. 1806, the Con- 
gress of the United States passed an act incorporating 
nine persons, under the style and title of the ' Trust- 
ees of the Presbyterian Congregation in Georgetown, 
D. C.,' to whom John Laird, Andrew Eoss, John 
Peter, William Whann, Kichard Elliott, James Calder, 
David English, Daniel Bussard, and John McDaniel, 
are now successors. 
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"To the origmal building sriuill additions were 
made, which, being found insuihcieut tor the conven- 
ient accommodation of those who attended as wor- 
shippers, and, withal, fast falling to ruin and decay, 
it was determined in general meeting of the congre- 
gation tliat a suitable house should be erected in its 
place by means of voluntary subscriptions. The erec- 
tion of the contemplated new building was committed 
bj the trustees solely to John Lurd, Andrew Boss, 
Lewis Grant Davidson, John Enrtz, and Francis 
Dodge, coiunussiouers, who chose William Archer as 
their architect." 

A silver plate, with the following inscription carved 
upon it, was deposited in the cornernstone of the Pres- 
byterian Church, laid April 6, 1821 : 

** This corner-stone of the Presbyterian Church was 
laid on the 6th day of April, 1821, Anno Mundi 5821, 
and in the forty-fifth year of the Independence of the 
United States of America, by William Hewitt, M. W. 
G. M. of Freemasons in the District of Columbia; 
James Monroe, President of the United States; John 
Peter, Mayor of Georgetown, District of Columlna ; 
Rev. Stephen B. Balch, pastor; David Enirlish, John 
McDaniel, Eobert Ober, ruling elders; John Laird, 
Andrew Eoss, John Kurtz, Lewis G. Davidson, Fran- 
cis Dodge, commissioners for erecting the building." 

A silver plate, with the following, was deposited in 
the corner-stoue of West Street Church with contents 
of the old stone : 

** Building moved from comer of Bridge and Wash- 
ington Streets to this place June, 1873. U. B. Grant, 
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President of the United States; Henry D. Cooke, 
Governor of the District of Columbia ; 8. H. Howe, 
pastor ; George W. Beall, B. K. Mayfield, 0. F. Peck, 

A. Young, W. H. Dougal, J. Ramsburg, S. H. Howell, 
elders; J. S. Blackford, Joseph WiUianison, C. S. 
Ramsburg, deacons ; W. H. Dougal, F. L. Moore, W. 
W. Winsliip, M. V. Buckev , W. W. Curtis, R. Brace, 
Thomas Harrison, C. M. McGowan, James Goddard, 
trustees." 

81. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

[A historical account of the chnrch, by Hev. C. M. Butler* 
rector, October 17, 1848.] 

** The Lord hoik dune great thingnfor tM, whereof ire are friar/."— 

Psalm cxxvi, 3. 

''This grateful exclamation of the Psal misty my 
brethren, becomes us on this occasion. After more 
than four months intermission of our services, we are 

permitted, by the good providence of Gk)d, to meet 
again as a congregation in our enlarged, improved, 
and beautified edifice. 

Gratitude to God that he has enabled us to bring 
this good work to completion, should fill onr hearts^ 
To the zeal of the vestry, who, feeling the necessity 
of larger accommodations for the stability and sup- 
port of the church and for the spiritual wants of the 
community, suggested the enlargement of the build- 
ing to the congregation ; to the ready response of the 
congregation to the appeal of the vestry, with a large, 
Christian, self-denying liberality worthy of all com- 
mendation, manifested l)j a subscription for the object 
which, taking into consideration the number and 
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means of tlio contributors, is seldom equalled in 
amount — to the skill of tlie <?entleman * who furnished 
the plan for the enlargement of the buildiug; to the 
liberality and labor of the ladies of the congregation, 
who procured and prepared the furniture of the pulpit, 
desk and chancel ; to the unwearied and faithful dili- 
gence of the building cominittee,! and, I may :uh], to 
the successful ettbrts of the builder J to render the 
edifice complete and commodious^ — to these, under 
God, do we owe it, that we are permitted to meet this 
morning, none of our number lost by death, in our 
pleasant and beautified sanctuary, hallowed by many 
sacred associations, and to realize ' how. amiable are 
thy tabernacles, tliou Lord of Hosts ! ' Brethren, if 
our love be as large as our mercies, and our lives ex- 
press in any good degree the gratitude which we owe, 
we shall be a devoted people. 

" A sketch of the history of this church will show 
that the Lord hath indeed done great things for us, 
whereof it becomes us to be glad ! 

The records in possession of the church of its past 
history are very few and imperfect. Such as remain 
have been collected with great care, and re-written 
with much hibur l)y a member ol' the ve.stry,il to whose 
zeal and industry I am indebted for fair ci>pies of 

^ Captain Geoxge F. De la Roche) engineer and draughtsman in 
the Navy Department. 

; M< ssrs. I.. Tiioinas, A* H. Marbuiy, and John Waters. 

I.Matihiu.-i Duffcv, contractor. 

|j Mr. John II. Offlcy. Besides the papers here referred to, 
others, it is belicvedi are iu exi^iteuce ; aud it is much to be regret- 
ted that the efforts made to procure them have failed, as they are 
supposed to be most interesting. 
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every remaining paper bavins^ reference to the histoiy 
of the churcli which is iu its possession. Instead of 
the connected and minute detail which wouhi he in- 
teresting if it were in my power to furnish it, I can 
give but scattered and unconnected notices of the past 
history of the church, gathered from those incomplete 
records which remain, and from conversation with the 
Reverend Mr. Addison, for iiiiiny years the res[>ected 
rector of the parish, and with some of the older citi- 
zens of the place. 

It is a pleaEdng (nrcnmstance with which to com- 
mence our reminiscences, that the first movement 
towards establishing an Episcopal Church in this place 
was made bv the Reverend \h\ Addison, with the 
concurrence and assistance of the Reverend Dr. Balch, 
a Presbyterian clergyman, whose memory is stUl 
warmly cherished In this community. The Reverend 
Mr. Addison was at that time settled in the parish of 
Broad Creek, Prince George's County, opposite Alex- 
andria. Hearing that there were some Episcopal 
families in this place, he paid it a visit ; was invited 
by Dr. Balch to hold an Episcopal service in his 
church, and encouraged by him to endeavor to organ- 
ize an Episcopal congrepition. This incident is in 
perfect accordance \vith the character which this ven- 
erated man left behind him for Christian kindness and 
liberality. Mr. Addison continued to visit the place 
and to hold services occasionally during the years 
1794 and 1795. In the summer of 1796, the first 
efibrt, of which any record remains, was made to or- 
ganize a congregation and build a church. Whetiier 

22 
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a board of trastees or a vestry was organized or not, 
does not appear. The only record we possess of this 
eftbrt is a list of snbscribers, whose contribntions were 

to be applied *to biiildinc^ the walls and coverinir in 
a Protestant Episcopal Cliiircli in Georgetown.' Tiiis 
paper is dated August, 1796, and contains one hundred 
and twelve names, whose contributions, varying from 
one dollar to one hundred dollars, amount, collectively, 
to fifteen hundred dollars. A lot for the church (the 
one now occupied) was i^ivcn hy C olonel William 
Deakins. The subscription list is i)receded by the 
promise to pay the amount subscribed, * for the puiv 
pose of building a Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
lot in Beatty and Hawkins' addition to Georgetown/ 
From this expression it appears that this location was 
at tliat time beyond the limits of the town proper. 
Tlie memory of one of our oldest citizens refers tlie 
chief agency in this movement to Mr. William Dor- 
sey and Mr. Plater. From causes which do not ap- • 
pear, but which may be conjectured to have been the 
difficulty of raisins^ a sufficient amount of money, the 
building which was commenced at that time was car- 
ried up only to the first range of windows, and re- 
mained in this situation until the year 1803. During 
"^his period the Reverend Mr. Addison held occasional 
services in this [>laee, thou<2:h with little encourage- 
ment to his hopes of completing the building. 

**The next record of which we are in possession is 
of a meeting of the citizens of G^igetown, in Janu- • 
ary, 1803, to take measures for renewing the efifort to 
build an Episcopal Church. The minutes of this meet- 
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ing commence <is follows : * At a meeting of a number 
of the inhabitants of Georgetown, at Mr. Semmes' 
tavern, on Friday evening, 28th January, pursuant to 
a notice in the Washington FederaUsi^ for the purpose 
of adopting regulations for huilding a Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, Walter S. Chandler, Charles Worthing- 
ton, and Walter Smith, were appointed a conimittee 
to inquire into the situation of the building com- 
menced for that purpose, and to examine into the state 
of the accounts relative thereto, and to judge of the 
propriety of completing the same, or to purchase 
ground in any other ] >art of the town, in their opinion 
most appropriate; to solicit subscriptions therefor, and 
to make all such contracts and agreements as may he 
requisite for carrying into effect the object proposed.* 
The committee were instructed by resolution to ap- 
point a treasurer, and to proceed to build a church jis 
soon as suiKcient funds for the object could be ob- 
tained. There are recorded the names of one hund- 
red and fifty-four subscribers, whose subscriptions 
amount to twenty-five hundred dollars. Among the 
subscribers is found the name of Thomas Jefferson. 
The name of the Kevcrend Dr. Balch also appears lui 
a subscriber. Another record states the whole amount 
of the subscriptions to have been four thousand two 
hundred and forty-five dol lars. Consequently, aid from 
other sources and contributors than those which appear 
on the remaining list must have been received. That 
dilHculties occurred in obtaining the amount required 
is manifest from -a letter addressed bv the Kev. Mr. 
Kattoone, associate rector > of St. Paul's Church, Balti- 
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more, on behalf of the trustees of this churchy to the 
vestry of Trinity Church, New York. The letter 

gives lis an idea of the dilHculties they had to en- 
counter, and the importance of the enterprise, not 
only in reference to the spiritual interesta of George* 
town, but of Washington also. 

At that period there was no other church at Wash- 
ington than Christ Church at the Navy Yard. A part 
of the letter is here given : 

** * 2b the rector and vestry of Trmity Okurehj N, Y, 

** * Gbhtlembit : Having perused a memorial from 
the trustees of the church at Georgetown, at their re- 
quest I am induced to certify that the statement they 
have given is perfectly correct. The exertions they 
have made, the diificulties they have encountered, 
and the great importance of the Episcopal Church tak- 
ing a primary and superior lead, where at the seat of 
Government they are so divided, are considerations 
which I have no doubt will have their due weight 
when you shall take into view the facts tbey have 
stated. I should regret that from the very small num- 
ber of Episcopalians residing in this place, and from 
the great sacrifices tliey have made to acconnuodate 
the poorer classes of the same society, they should not 
be able to complete the church, and form the most 
respectable establishment. 

** * As Trinity parish gave so liberally to the church 
established at Albany, under the idea of tliiit place 
being made tlic seat' of the State government, I am 
induced to hope, as no evil can result from the prece- 
dent, that they will extend their liberality likewise to 
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the permanent seat of the General Government. It 
may tend fci^^^y restore order, to difiiise the prin- 
ciples of equal and just liberty, and to establish, with 

honor and distinction, a house of public worship, 
where the doctrines, discipline, and worship of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church may be taught in [airity, 
and from this center of the Union be widely diffused 
fhrougbont the United States.' 

« Whether this appeal to Trinity Church was suc- 
cessful, does not appear. The huilding was com- 
menced, covered in, and sufficiently finished for tlie 
cele1>r;ition of pnl)lic worship. 

Early in 1804, the trustees* advertised their want 
of a rector. In March they were visited bv the I^v. 
Mr. Sayrs, of Port Tobacco parish. A meeting of the 
pew holdera was lield in April, at which he was elected 
rector, and the trustees directed to inform him of his 
election. He appears at once to have entered upon 
his labors. In May, 1806, there was a call upon the 
pew holders for one year's rent, or a sum equal there- 
to, to Jims h the church. It is tins call which leads me 
to mfer, that at the first occupancy of the church, it 
was not completed, but only made sufficiently com- 
fortable to be occupied in 1804 and 1805. The church 
u| I ears to have been in a prosperous state until the 
death of the rector in 1809. Few are now living here 
who have distinct recollections of this excellent man, 
but those few unite in pacing a sincere tribute to his 

•It appears, from one of the |»per8, tliat the foUowinfr gentlemen 
composed a board of" trustoes. viz: William H. Dorsoy, Charles 
Worthington, Thomas Corcoran, Walter S. Chandler, and Walter 
Smith. Thomas Corcoran and Walter Smith acted as treasurers. 
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iiieiiiorv. A scholar, a pleasing speaker, a pious and 
humble minister, he was well qualifiiMl for usefulness 
in the then important position which he occupied. 
The character given of him in conversation by that 
lamented and distinguished man, Francis S. Key, Esq., 
bj whom Mr. tSayrs' epita[)h was written, impressed 
mj mind with a deep respect for his memory. 

The marble which commemorates his fidelity^ re- 
stored by the pious care of the vestry of the church 
to a position which enables him being dead yet to 
speak, serves to remind us iilike of tlie good example 
of him whose ashes sleep beneath, and of him, his par- 
ishioner and friend, whose aiiectionate and devoted 
spirit yet lives in the epitaph, whose words fall on the 
ear and on tlie heart with so sweet and solemn ca- 
dence ! That marble also serves to preach to the 
preacher, as lie stands in this place, an earnest exhor- 
tation, which seems to issue from the tomb, * What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom in the grave whither thou goest ! ' Oh ! may 
all who speak in this place, reminded by that silent 
monitor, speak aa in view of the hour of death, and of 
the day of judgment. * Stoned urn and animated 
bust' may bear flattering memorials of the worth, and 
lame, and honor of tl)e children of the world ; but 
when truth guides the hand that writes the epitaph, 
no higher eulogy can be traced over the resting-place 
of man than this, that 

* He lived luid flied an l]uinl)l(' Tniiiister 
Of God's beuigaaut purposes to man.' 
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"•In January, 1809, the Rev. Walter Addison was 

called to and accepted tlie rectorsliip of this clmrcli. 
At that time the church was as lar^-elv attended from 
Washington as from Georgetown, there heing still no 
other church at Washington but Christ Church at the 
Navy Yard. 

** The memories of some of our older citizens recall 

the crowded attendance upon the services of this cluirdi 
at that period. Ko otlier records are possessed than 
those of the names of the vestry, and of the ordinary 
business transactions of*that body, until the year 1811. 
That the church was in a most })ro8perous condition 
at that period, at least in reference to its external af- 
fairs, appears from a ret^iution of the vestry dated 
January 11, ISll.f 

On motion, Beaolved^ * That it is expedient to en- 
large the church, and that a committee be appointed 
to solicit suhscriptions ; and that Mr. Gozler be re- 
qiu'stod to furnish a plan for the said addition to be 
' built, together with his estimate of the probable cost 
thereof.' The plan failed, as we have been informed, 
from the double difficulty of raising the means, and of 
making the pew holders satisfied with holding the 
same pews, relatively more distant from tlie pulpit 
than before, at the same valuation. The incident 
shows how, even in a Christian congregation, little and 
selfish considerations sometimes oppose themselves to, 

*Vestry in 1807 — Charles Worthlngton, W. Bowie, T. Corcoran, 
J. Mason, T. Plater, B. Mackall. P. B. Key, and William Stewart. 

fVestry alluded to were T. Corcoran, treasurer; J. Abbot, sec- 
retary ; T. Peteri J. Gozle^ L. H. Johns, R. Beverly, T. Hyde, F. 
S. Key, G. Smith, and J. Kennedy, wardens. 
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and prevent great and permanent measnres of im- 
provement. We cannot but contrast that unsaccees- 

fal effort for enlargoiiient with the one in wliose suc- 
cess we rejoice to-day, using the language of David, 
to express our joyful gratitude, 
* The Lord batli done great things for usi whereof we are glad.' 

At that time the church was thronged to an overflow 

witli all who were most elevated in station and in 
wealth from the capital ; the pews in the gallery were 
rented at high rates, and to persons of great respecta- 
bilily; the street before the door of the chorch was 
filled with glittering vehicles, and liveried servants ; 
and vet, because means could not be raised for the en- 
largement, and a miserable selfishness could not be 
made to relinquish anything for the sake of extending 
the privileges of God's house, the enterprise was aban- 
doned. !N'ow, with a much smaller and humbler con- 
gregation, on whom heavy burdens have rested ever 
since tlie re-opeuing of the church, not largely blessed, 
or shall we say cursed^ with this world's wealth, but, 
as their deeds have shown, rich in faith, with but little 
aid from without the congregation, the means for the 
enlargement of the church have been raised, and the 
work has not been prevented by the obtrusion of selt- 
ish and secondary considerations, and to-day we re- 
joice in its completion. The contrast strikingly 
teaches us to whom we are, and are not, to look for the 
extension of Christ's kingdom, and the honor of his 
name. I should do violence to my feelings if I did 
not here express my sense of the noble and Christian 
liberality of the little flock among whom it is my hap- 
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pmess to minister. Looking above the human instru- 
ments to Him who put it in their hearts to do honor 
to his name, to Kim alone would I give the glory, and 
say, in the grateful language of the Psalmist — 

*The Lord hath done great tilings lor us. whereof we are glad.' 

"From this period until the year* 1817, the church 
continued in operation with but a moderate measure 
of temporal or spiritual prosperity. It appears, from 
a resohition of the vestrv, that the Rev. Mr. Addison 
tendered liis resisrnation of the parish, and that this 
resignation was accepted and acted upon bv th(^ vestry. 

** The resolution was in tiiese words : Besolced^ < That 
a rector of St. John's Church be appointed on Wed- 
nesday, 80th of April, 1817, to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of the Kov. Walter Ad- 
dison." Mr. Addison's resignation, however, did not 
take efiect, and the vestry furnished him with an as^ 
mstant. At a meeting of tiie vestry May, 18th, 1817, 
we find this resolution : Besolved., * That the Reverend 
Rnel Keith be appointed the assistant minister of this 
cljurch for one year.' On the 26th of April, 1818, 
there is again a record, < That the Kev. Mr. Addison 
was unanimously appointed rector of this church.' 
At this time, the congregation of Christ Church was 
orgatiizt'd, antl the Mow Mr. Keith chosen rector of 
the cliurch. From this period St John's Church con- 
tinued in a feeble and declming condition. In 1821, 

* Vestry in 1817— F. S. Key. T. Hyde, L. H. J.dins, W. Bowie. 
C. WorUiiuffton, C. Smith, T. Cunuran, and J. Abbol ; J. Howe 
and T. G. Waters, wardens. At a meeting of the vestry, Messrs. 
Bowio. Corcoran, and Abbot wen- appointed a coniinittcc ' to adopt 
such meii8ures as they may deem proper tu enlarge the church.' 

28 
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the Rev. Mr. Addison resigned the rectorship of the 
church, under the conviction that liis usefulness had 
been much diminished, and that the parish might pros- 
per better in other hands. He then took charge of 
Rock Creek Church and Addison Chapel, near Bla- 
denshuric, and was succeeded in tlie rectorship of St. 
John's hy the Rev. Stephen S. Tvng. Mr. Tvng re- 
mained in the parish from April, 1821, to April, 1828. 
There were but eleven families connected with the 
church when he assumed the charge of it, and when 
he left, the nnmber had increased to thirtv-three. 
Mr. Tyng resigned tlie parish in 1823, and removed 
to Queen's Parish, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. 
Mr. Addison was recalled in 1828, and continued the 
settled minister of the parish till 1827. During this 
period lie was much atHicted with weakness of the eyes, 
wdiich in the end became perfect blindness. Unable, 
under this atttiction,to continue his services etiectivelj, 
he resigned the charge again in 1827. He was succeeded 
by the Rev. Mr. James, who had charge of the church, 
it is believed, between one and two vears. Mr. James 
was succeeded by the Rev. Sutherland Doui^lass, who 
had charge of the parish about the same length of 
time. After the church had ceased to have a settled 
rector, the Rev. Mr. Addison, though perfectly blind, 
continued to hold an occasional service in the church 
till 1831, when it was iinally abandoned.* Abandonedy 
did I say ? If this had been all, it would have been 

* Vestry at this time: Dr. Charles Worthiiigton, Gen. John Ma- 
son, M( ssrs. G. B. Magruder, Thomas P«'ter, John Gozler, Clem- 
pnt Cox. riiarli s G. Wilcox, William Stewart, William Qood^ aiu} 
Richard JJavis, wardens; F. Lowudes, register. 
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comparatively well. Hiul it roniained only open and 
deserted, so as not inappropriately to have borne the 
title of 'The Swallow Barn,'* by which name I hear it 
was often called, even in sach a deserted and neg- 
lected state, it wonld not have heen altogether di- 
vested of sacred associations. As the pious member 
of tlie church passed by the desolated house of God, 
where himself or his fathers worshipped, he might then 
have applied to it, with something of moumfal* 
ness, the pluntive language of the Psalmist : ' The 
sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a 
nest, where she may lav licr vouns:, even thv altars 
and thy tabernacles, 0 Lord of hosts, my King and 
my Godl' But, a feeling of holy indignation, or of 
conscious shame, must, I think, have filled his heart, 
when he saw it given up as a workshop of a sculp- 
ture ! Yes, in this Christian community, a Christian 
temple was allowed to undergo the most slianieful des- 
ecration, and they who had worshipped under its roof, 
and gathered about its sacred board, or in it been dedi- 
cated to God bj baptism, passed it by, and saw the 
statues of heathen gods and goddesses as a sign at its 
portico, and heard the chiselings of the workmen, 
where the voice of prayer and praise was wont for 
years to rise,t and they suffered it to be so ! I know 
not on whose heads the censure falls, but I should be 

*The church occapied at present long remained in an unfinished 

condition. Birds used to build their ucsts in it, and the Reverend 
Thomas H. Hnh-h, when a boy, and his companioQS used to clamber 
up its walls. This was about the year 18(X). 

t The building was, at this time, occupied as a studio by Mr. Pet- 
tricb| the sculptor. 
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unfaithful to mv duty as an annalist, and a minister 

of Cliritst, if I (lid nut clesignate such grom indiffer- 
ence to God's house as inexcusable and disgraceful. If, 
which God in his mercy avert, these walls should ever 
again be deserted and left without worshipers, may 
there be, at least, such a decree of godly jealousy for 
the honor of God's house k'l t among you, brethren who 
may linger last al)out its forsaken altar, as will lead you 
to level the edifice to the dust, rather than that it 
should again be subjected to such wanton desecration ! 

In the rapid sketch of the history of this church, 
up to the period of its abandonment in 1881, names 
have l)een mentioned as identified with its fortunes 
which, no doubt, have called up many associations in 
the minds of some of those who hear me. Of the 
laity who were active in its organization, few remain 
among us. Of the clergymen who have been con- 
nected with this cliurch, some remain to this present, 
but others are fallen asleep. We have already spoken 
of him whose ashes sleep beneath this edifice. The 
name of the lamented Dr. Keith will call up fresher 
recollections. The impression stamped by that ear- 
nest and gifted man on this conmi unity will not soon 
he etfaced, Alas ! that the light which was so ])right 
in its dawning and meridian, should have been so 
clouded at its setting. But let us remember that the 
sun, whose parting rays are so obstructed that they do 
not meet the eye, is, in itself, no less radiant, and de- 
parts in darkness from one hurizon, to shine with more 
than its morning and meridian brightness in other 
climes. The Rev. Mr. Tyng is occupying a position 
of great responsibility, and exercising a ministry of 
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eminent nsofnlness, in the city of Philadelphia. The 
Rev. Mr. »lanie8 was successively an assistant of Bishop 
White, in Christ Church, and his snccessor in the rec- 
torship. He died soon after Bishop White, deeply re- 
gretted, not only by his congregation, but by the 
church at large. The Reverend Sutherland Douglass 
breathed forth his ardent and zealous spirit in a for- 
eign land, where he had gone with the hope of restor- 
ation to health, ' by strangers honored, and by strang- 
ers mourned.' The venerable Mr. Addison is still liv- 
ing. Afflicted for n)any years with blindness, this 
truly humble and })i()us man has exhibited a meek and 
patient spirit, which gives evidence that the eye of his 
soul is open, and is fixed on Christ 'Patient waiting 
for Christ,' are words which well describe his condi- 
tion. Looking upon the venerable man, with his hoary 
head and placid countenance, which bears the marks 
of chastening, but not of tumult or discontent, his pres- 
ence seemed to breathe forth the eloquent but unre- 
pining complaint of the blind bard of Paradise: 

* Not to mo returns 
Day, nor tlic sweet rrproadi of even or tnorii) 
Or sijrlit of vornnl l»lo<^ni or stnnnier rose. 
Or floeks, or lit r<is. or human tare divine; — 
But clouds instead, and ever during dark 
Surround me, from the cheerful rays of men 
Cat off, and^for the book of knowledge feir, 
Presented with an aniversal blank 
Of nature's works, to me expunged and rased, 
And wisdom at one entrance quite shot out' 

" Ah !. brethren, these churches, thus bearing on 
their silent walls the associations of the past, preach- 
ing to us the changes and chances of this mortal life. 
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admonish us, with an eloquence more than human» to 

prepare for that eternal world towards which change 
and chance inevitably impel us all ! 

" Time allows me to give but a rapid sketch of the 
restoration of the charch to the holy purposes for which 
it was established. It is less needful to be done, be- 
cause, having been of recent occurrence, the circum- 
stances of that historv are familiar to those wlio hear 
me. With whatever inditlerence the desecration of 
the church may have been generally regarded, there 
was one to whom, as he passed it in his daily walk» it 
was a pain and grief.* It became a subject of conver- 
sation among his family and friends. The idea of re- 
storing it was suggested. Tlie Rev, Mr. Pcterkin, to 
whose earlv zeal and activitv in its behalf this church 
is much indebted, gave of his means, as well as his 
services, to the object A zealous lady, to whose ac- 
tivity and zeal the church is also under deep obliga- 
tions, estal)lished a sewing circle of \x)ung mi^^ses, by 
whose industry fifty dollai'sf — the sum which had been 

^Allusion is liere made to Mr. William G. Bidgely, the present 
rejfister. The first action by the vestry towards re-opening the 
church for ret'ular services, was had on the 3l8t October, 1887, 
which resulted in the n{)pointinent of Messrs. G. G. Wilcox, Wil- 
liam Steiiart. and W. G. Kidgely (the last n(»t tlicn a inornl>er of the 
vestryj, lo iiivosti^iate the fiscal and all other affairs of the cliuroh, 
and to solicit donations to repair and refit it for public worship, &o. 

fMissH. L. Steuart, directress; and Misses Harriet B. Williams, 
Eliza Williams, Catharine Davidson. Eliza Davidson, Louisa J. 
Hid^icly. Emily Ridgely, Aniui Key Ri<l^cly, Sophia M. Kidgely, 
Virgiuia Williams, Mary A. Harry, Harriet B. Harry, Elizabeth 
Hany, Maiy E. Berry, Solomfk Fickrdl, Lavinia Lyne, Arianna 
French, Anna Morton, Mary Magmdery iMaiicy Beard, Ellen Pear- 
son, Josephine Pearson, Sally Hanson, members. This association, 
the number of members being increased, subsequently paid over 
to the vestry of the church, a further sum of three hundred and 
seventy-five dollars, to he applied towards its repairSi and for the 
procurement of a bell. 
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paid for the church hy the gentleman who had hid in 

the building when it was sokl for taxes — was. raised 
for the purpose of repurehasing the dilapidated edifice. 
The gentleman* wlio had bidden in the building gene- 
ronsly returned the money^ and with it a title deed to 
the [iroperly. A fair was held in the latter part of 
188(S, tlie vestry reorganizcil, the church rendered fit 
for public worship, and the Rev. Dr. Maiburv's ser- 
vices obtained as rector of the church.f Gradually, 
by untiring devotedness of the little flock, aud hy the 
Christian aid and sympathy of the members of Christ 
Cliurch, several of whom took pews in tlie clinrdi to 
assist in its support, the building was furnisiied with 
all the conveniences which it possessed before its en- 
' largement, and an income obtained for the support of 
its pastor. Since then you know its history. Dr. Mar- 
bury resigned the charge of the i liureli in September 
of 1841, and its present pastor innnediately succeeded 
him. It then numbered about thirty families and 
thirty-five communicants ; at this time, it has about 
sixty families and one hundred and ten communicants. 
Since that period, as well as before, the church has 
had reason to use the language of the Psalmist, * The 
Lord has done great things i'or us, whereof we are 
glad.' 

* W. W. Corcoran, Esq. 

t Vestrv— Messrs. .1. fJozler, Dr. N. W. Worthingtoii, R. H. Vil- 
lanl. K. Lo\vik1»»s. \V. (1. [{idfrply. WilUnm Stt uart, C. G. Wilcox, 
G. H. Magrialur ; F. Lowndes, register. In order to secure the 
sorvices of a roctor of the church, and provide six hundred doUars 

for his salary for tli-- first year, ./l»M/* inemlM'rs of the vestry entered 
into a writTi-ii oltligation. binding tlH'nisrlvcs for fifty dollars eachy 
one of the four agreeing to make good all tlie deficiency. 
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**The brief history which I have given, and the cir- 
cumstances under which we meet to-dav, afford irn- 
portant lessons which we can but suggest to jour con- 
sideration : 

1st. The ruin of the church io time past, speaks 
to us as a congregation, * Be not high-minded, but 

fear.' It is not tor luiui to say, witliout divine war- 
rant of such an event, that it was God's judgment on 
the chwch for its worldUness, lukew armness, and faith- 
lessness to the cause of Christ. This, however, we 
may say tiiat Gk»d*s judgments are denounced against 
the lukewarm and worldly churches. He who walk- 
eth in the midst of the churches, and hokleth tlie stars 
in his right hand, declares of those who have become 
lukewarm, who have lost their tirst love, who have - 
fallen into the impurities of licentious practice, or the 
delusions of licentious doctrine, that their candlestick 
shall be removed, and their star extinguished. ' He 
that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith 
unto tlie cliurches.' 

^ 2d. The success which has attended this enterprise, 
teaches us another lesson. We are not to take the 
world's opinion as to what is practicable when we 
would do somethine: foi- the cause of Christ. When 
the effort was made to restore this church, and when 
the plan for enlarging it was suggested, in both cases 
the enterprise was judged visionary by men of the 
world. The church is often made faint-hearted, and 
friijhtened out of her dutv, bv the ridicule of such 
men, and their oi'acular decision that her plans are 
visionary, fanatical, and unnecessary. Now, my Chris- 
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tian brethren, T hope that you have learned to take 

counsel elsewliore than from tlieni, as to what can be 
done when jou wouhl extend the privileges of the 
gospel. If we had listened to such wisdom, we should 
not this day have worshiped with grateful hearts in 
ibis our enlarged and beautified sanctuary. Let 
worldly wisdom bnsy hei-self about worldly things, and 
let us take counsel of heavenly wis«loni when we are 
engaged in the work of heaven. Henceforth, when 
we find anything needful to be done for the honor of 
God, the good of this church, and the conversion of 
men, believe that it can be done, and resolve that it 
riiall be done. You have every reason so to believe 
and 80 to do. 

" 3d. The success of this etfort teaches us another 
lesson. It is this r we should show forth our gratitude 
to God for such a blessing, by doing and giving more 
tlian ever for his service and honor. Are anv dis- 

ft' 

posed to say, ' Xowwe have done so much, let us have 
a pause, let us have no more calls on us for suhscrip- 
tions and contributions, let us rest ? ' To such I an- 
swer, * Kay.' On the other hand, as God has done 
so much for us, let us do what we can for those who 
have not the same heavenly ])lessings ; let us give 
more largely than befoi e to missions, schools, and to 
every object of Christian benevolence. You have 
given this year much more largely than usual (as I am 
happy and proud to say for you as your pastor), and 
with great liherality And now do you wish to be re- 
leased from it ? Why, brethren,! had hoped that the 
luxury of giving largely had just begun to be realized 

24 
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by you, and that you would not forego it. Let me 
ask you a few [)lain questions. Have you been, or do 
you expect to be, any less comfortable tliis year than 
usual ? Have you been in want this year ? Have you 
been less happy this year than usual because of giv- 
ing more largely to the cause of Christ and of his 
Cliurcli r Nav, have vou been any iioorer ? I do not 
believe tliat anv one of you can say you have. Then 
I will believe that one of the greatest blessings con- 
nected with the enlargement of the church is, that it 
has shown you the luxury of saving and giving to a 
holy cause, and that it has taught you that you can 
give much, and be neither tlie poorer nor the less 
happy. My duty, then, is plainly to call upon you to 
continue to save and give, and, so long as I shall be 
with you, I shall not cease to do so. Tou are but 
stewards of God's bounty, and never are you so hap- 
pily oc('U})iL'd us when dispensing it in his service. Let, 
then, your mite go on its way to the destitute of this 
and other h^nds, bearing with it the message of salva- 
tion ; let the poor about you rise up and call you 
blessed ; let the church of your love continue to re- 
ceive your liberal contributions for all she needs ; let 
not your dvina^ hour be darkened by the consideration 
that you have withheld, from selfishness, or eicpended 
upon self, that which Christ claimed, and his spouse, 
the Church, needed tor her welfare. And let not 
this duty be regarded by any one as, because a more 
external duty, little connected with our spiritual inter- 
ests as individuals oi* as a church. It is, on the con- 
trary, one of the highest importance ; it is a test of 
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our profession ; it sliows whether or not we have given 
up all Christ; it bnngs down God's blessing. To 
what wa« it that the great promise was made — ^prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord, if I will not open 

the windows t>t" heaven and pour you out :i Idt'ssiug, 
' that there shall not he room to receive it V It was in 
reference to this duty, too often regarded hy Christians 
who profess to be eminetitlj spiritual, as Pharisaical 
and legal, and therefore held almost in contempt, that 
the direction was given : * Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be meat, and prove me 
herewith^ saith the Lord.' Brethren, by prayer, and 
by the conseora^on of yourselves and substances, 
another blessing like that which came down npon this 
place once before, shall visit us again. This house of 
prayer shall become the gate of heaven to uumy im- 
mortal souls. May Jle to whose service it is dedicated 
ever be present here with his people! Tlius, and thus 
only, will it be verified, ' That the glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than that of the former.' "* 

CHRIST mSCOPAL CHURCH. 

[History prepared from (he records of tlie cliurch, by Rev, 
W. W. WiUiams, rector, December 27, 1S6S.] 

" Fifty eventful years have now passed away since 

our organization as a church, and it may lend impres- 
siveness to the solemn lessons of this day, if we re- 
trace all the way by which the Lord our Gk>d hath 

* Vestry at this time — Messrs. John Waters, J. H. Offl^, John 
Hopkins, P. G. Washington, C. E. Rittenhouse, A. H. Marbaiy, 
L. Thomas (treasurer), W. G. Ridgely (register); Messrs. Waters 
aud Hopkins, wardens. 
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led us these manv vears, and recall his lovmff kind- 
ness in the midst of His temple. 

The records of the first establishment of an Epis- 
copal Church in Georgetown are very few and imper- 
feot.* It is a pleasing circuiiistarK'e connected with 
the first movement which was made hy the Kev. Mr. 
Addison^ that he received the concurrence and assist- 
ance of the Bev. Dr. Balch^ then the esteemed minis- 
ter of the Presbyterian Chnrch of this place, whose 
memory is still warmly venerated by the whole of 
this community. 

The kindly and fraternal feeling thus manifested 
by our Presbyterian ^ends and brethren, I rejoice to 
say, has still been kept up, and has quite lately laid 
us under great o})ligatioiis, l)y generously placing their 
commodious chapel at the disposal of our congrega- 
tion when the work of enlarging the church had de- 
prived us of a place of worship. May coming years 
cement and deepen the fraternal feeling which now 
exists, and the great Head of the church so guide and 
govern ua by his good Spirit that all who profess and 
call themselves Christians may hold the faith in unily 
of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness 
of life. At the time Dr. Balch thus extended a help- 
ing hand to the movement of establishing an Episco- 
pal church in this place there were but few Episcopal 
families in the town. The Kev. Mr. Addison, at this 
time settled in Broad Creek parish. Prince George's 

* For the facts conncctt^d with the first establishment of an Epis- 
copal Church in Georgetown, I am indebted to a aermon of llev. 
C. M. Butler, D. D., preached on the re^openiog of St. John's 
Church. 
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Coiintv, oppoRite Alexandria, was iiuhiced to visit them, 
and invited by Dr. Balch to hold an Episcopal service 
in his church. Occasional services were thus held 
dariiig the years 1794 and 1795. Li fhe summer of 
1796 the first effort was made to organize a congrega^ 
tion and build a cliiirch. Whether a vestry was or- 
ganized does not ap}>ear. The onlj record of this ef- 
fort is a list of subscribers, whose contributions were 
to be applied ' to building the walls and covering in a 
Protestant Episcopal Church in Georgetown.* The 
aiiiount collected was tiftcen hundred dollars, and a 
lot given upon which St. John's Church now stands. 
What causes prevented the completion of the building 
does not appear ; but it was carried up only to the 
first range of windows, and remained in that unfin- 
ished state until the year 1803. During this period 
of seven years the Rev. Mr. Addison continued to 
hold occasional services, hut the prospect of establish- 
ing the church seemed far from encouraging. 

**'In January, 1803, however, another efiTort was 
made, and a meeting of the citizens of Georgetown 
called for that pur]:»ose. The minutes of this meet- 
ing commence as follows: * At a meeting of a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Georgetown, at Mr. Semmes' 
tavern, on Tuesday evening, 28th of January, 1808, 
pursuant to a notice in the Washwgton Federalist^ for 
the puqoose of adopting regulations for building a 
Protestant Episcopal Church, Walter S. Chandler, 
Charles Worthington, and Walter tSmith were ap- 
pointed a committee to inquire into the situation of 
the building commenced for that purpose, and to ex- 
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amine into the state of the accounts relative thereto, 

and to jndge of the propriety of completing the same, 
or to purchase ground in any other part of the town, 
in their opinion most appropriate, to solicit subscrip- 
tions therefor, and to make all sach contracts and 
agreements as may he requisite for carrying into effect 
the same.' 

"Amono; the list of subscribers is found the name 
of Thomas Jetierson, and also Dr. Balch, and the 
amount raised on this occasion was ahout four thou- 
sand dollars, not enough, it would appear from the 
records, to complete the unfinished structure, for we 
find a letter was addressed about this time, 1)V the Kev. 
Mr. Ratoone, associate rector of 8t. Paul's, Baltimore, 
to the vestry of Trinity Church, New York, asking 
their assistance, and urging the ' great importance of 
having an Episcopal Church iirmly established at the 
seat of the General Government ; so that from it, as 
a center, the doctrine, discipline, and worsliip of the 
Episcopal Church might he widely ditiused throughout 
the United States.' There was but one Episcopal 
Church to minister to the spiritual wants of both our 
cities — ^that of Christ Church, l^avy Yard, and its lo- 
cation would necessarily preclude the attendance of 
the Episcopalians of this place. Whether this appeal 
to Trinity Church was successful does not appear, but 
in this year (1803) the building, which had remained 
so long unfinished, was covered in and sufiiciently 
conipleted for the celebration of public worship. In 
1804 the lirst rector of 8t. John's, Hev. Mr. Sayrs, of 
Port Tobacco, Maryland, entered upon his labors, 
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and, under his faithful ministry, the first Episcopal 
Church gained a permanent foothold in the place. In 

1809 the Kev. Mr. Suvrs died, and was succeeded ])y the 
Rev. Walter Addison, who, with the interval of two 
years, continued the beloved and eihcient pastor of 
St. John's until the year 1827, when the increaang 
infirmities of age and a malady of the eyes, which 
ended in total blindness, disqualified him for labor 
and tenninated his connection with the church. 

** The earlier years of liis ministry here were emi- 
nently blessed; the church grew in numbers and spir- 
ituality; many high in station and authority attended 
upon its services, and the churoli was so tlironged tliat 
the seats in the gallery were in great demand and 
rented at high rates. In 1811, an effort was made to 
enlarge the church, the capacity of the building being 
far below the wants of its increased numbers. But it 
failed, and this led to a movement, six years after, 
which resulted in the organization of a new congre- 
gation. It is, at this point, our own history as a church 
commences. On the 10th of November, 1817, a meet- 
in was held at the residence of Mr. Thomas Corco- 
ran, *for the purpose (as stated in the minutes) of or- 
ganizing a new congregation, and devising a plan for 
building an additional Protestant Episcopal Church.' 
Mr. Corcoran was appointed chairman, and Mr. Wm. 
Morton, secretary of the meeting, and steps were at 
once taken to areoiuplish their object. A committee 
was appointed to procure a suitalde building for hold- 
ing public worship, imtil a cburcli could be erected, 
and also secure the services of the Rev. Buel Keith, 
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then assistiii^ Mr. Addison at 8t. John's. The names 

of those who inaugurated this movement, and hy whose 
energ,y and zeal it was brought to a successiul issue, 
deeerves a lasting place in oar remembrance; they 
were, under God, the founders of Christ Church. As 
^ven in the records of that first meeting, they were 
the following: Tlionias Corcoran, Clement Smith, 
Francis S. Key, John S. Haw, John Myers, Ulyses 
Ward, James A, Magruder, William Morton, Thomas 
Henderson, and John Pickrell. Twenty-six names of 
pew holders and subscribers are appended to the orig- 
inal articles of agreement, and as they are, in some 
measure, part of the histox'y of the couimunity, as well 
as of the church, we give them in the oi'der in wliich 
they were signed by themselves: C. Smith, J. 8. 
Haw, Joseph Brewer, S. Henderson, John 8. Comp- 
ton, AVilliam Morton, John Ahhott, Thomas CJorcoran, 
Jeremiah Williams, Darius Clagett, Wm. W. Clagett, 
Geoi'ge Clarke, C. A. Buraett, II. Ilorel, Ninian Ma- 
gruder, Thomas Hyde, James Getfy, William Hay- 
man, Jr., Ulysses Ward, Richard Burgess, Thomas Pla- 
ter, Ann Key, J. J. Stull, Rohert Read, Otho M. Lin- 
thicum, Francis S. Key, James 8. Morsell. The prom- 
ise ol' Him who declares Uhem that honor me will I 
honor,' seems to have been graciously fulfilled in their 
case. Their decendants, to the third and fourth gene- 
ration, are still represented among us, and their at- 
tachment and love to the house tlicir fVithers built, has 
been conspicuous in their liberality and zealous elibrts 
in the enlargement and completion of our present 
beautiful church edifice. On the 18th of November, 
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1817, a week after the first meeting, the committee 
made their report, rccornineiiding the Laiicasterian 
school-house (a few doors below the present church 
building), as a suitable and commodious place for hold- 
ing service, and also the willingness of the vestry of 
St. John's Church to dispense with the services of the 
Kev. Mr. Keith tor two SiiiKhivs in the month. 

"This meeting proceeded to ballot for a vestry, 
and the following gentlemen were elected as the first 
vestry of the church: Thomas Corcoran, Thomas 
Henderson, Clement Smith, John S. Haw, James S. 
Morsell, John Al)bott, William Morton, and Ulysses 
Ward. A letter, dated November lyth, 1817, still on 
record, was addressed by the vestry to the Hev. Mr. 
Keith, asking his acceptance of the rectorship of the 
new congregation. After stating the causes which led 
to its organization, thcv ffo on to sav: 

" * The most prominent, important, and interesting 
duty devolving on us in the selection of a minister, in 
whose devotion to the religion of Christ, and the doc- 
trines and forms of the Episcopal Church, the utmost 
contidence can be reposed, we are liappy in assur- 
ing you we have every reason to expect from you a 
conscientious discharge of the duties attached to the 
ministerial office, and, therefore, take unfeigned pleas- 
ure in asking you to take charge of the congregation.' 

** How largely blessed they were in this choice and 
expectation, we need not say. Dr. Keith here made 
full proof of his ministry, and has left the impress of 
his earnest spirit and rich gifts, not only upon this 
community, but the church at large. His praise is in 

•25 
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all the churches, and there are still Bome living who 
reiiK iiiber his apostolic fervor and eloquence, and, at 
times, the awful earnestuess with wliich he pressed 
home upon the heart and oonsdence the great truths 
of redeeming love. As a professor of theology at 
Williamsburii;, then in a most flourishing condition, 
its venerable halls filled with the youth and risintr tal- 
ent of Virginia and other States, his lield of useful- 
ness was a most important one, and his great intellec- 
tual ^fts and ripe scholarsliip were doubtless largely 
instrumental in moulding the religious beliefe and 
principles of its students. After occupying tliis posi- 
tion at William and Mary College for two years, he 
removed to Alexandria, in 1823, and, together with 
Dr. Wilner, estabUshed the Theological Seminary of 
Virginia, which has done so much for the resuscitation 
of the church, not only in that State, but for the spread 
of the evangelical truth throughout our whole land — 
supplying earnest and faithful ministers to almost 
every diocese, and honored by God as the source from 
which our missionary bishop and laborers have been 
almost entirely recruited. 

"To Dr Keith's logical, discriminatini!;, systematic 
teaching of theology, and, above all, to the atmos- 
phere of true spiritual reli^on, which his life illus- 
trated, and his influence generated, is that institution, 
under God, hirs^elv indebted fur its earlv success; and 
the honored names, who now till its chairs and watch 
over its interests, are striving to keep it faithful to the 
great doctrines he taught and the high spiritual stand- 
ard he set up. The plearang assodation which con- 
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nectB Dr. Keith the first rector of Christ Church, and 

the first professor of the seminary, is a bond of union 
wliich has been increased by many subsequent ties of 
interest ; many faithful pastors has the seminary fur- 
nished to this church, and many times, when without 
a minister, have its professors broken te this people 
the bread of life. 

•* To return now to our more inmiediate history : 
The invitation extended bj the vestry to Dr. Keith 
was accepted, and the congregation assembled to- 
gether, for the first time, in the Lancaster school- 
house, on Sunday, December 21, 1817. There are, 
perhaps, but tew representatives of that first service 
now living ; one of them. Judge James S. Morsell, 
whose absence from our midst to-day we deeply re- 
gret, is now bowed with the weight of years, and wait- 
ing, like the aged Simeon, tor joyful dismissal. He 
has been associated for more than lialf a century with 
the church, and, by his consistent Christian life and 
earnest devotion to its interest, adorning the goi^elof 
Christ Under Mr. Keith's labors the congregation 
greatly increased in prosperity. 

"At a meeting held in April, 1818, at the Lancas- 
ter school, and opened with prayer by Mr. F. S. Key, 
a committee, consisting of Thomas Corcoran, Charles 
A. Burnett, Thomas Hyde, William Clagett, Ulysses 
Ward, and John Myers, were appointed * to secure 
subscriptions, purchase a lot, and contract for a church 
edifice.' Tlie present site was then purchased, and on 
the 6th of May, 1818, the building was begun. On 
the 21st of December, it seems to have been com- 



Digitizecj by google 



192 CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

t 

pleted ; and at eunrise Christmas day,* 1818, the con- 
gregation assembled for the first time within its walls 
for prayer. On the 80th of December the church was 
consecrated by the Bight Rev. James Kemp, bishop 
of Maryland. At ten o*clock the morning service was 
performed, and a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Keith. It must have been a joyous Christmas morn- 
ing, not only from its own blessed associations, but be- 
cause it witnessed the successful completion of what 
was then the largest Episcopal Church in the District. 
Would it were in rny power to give some extracts from 
the first sermon preached within these walls. What 
changes have half a century wrought ? Your fathers, 
where are they ? How many who here bent the knee 
in prayer are now in the vast regions of the dead ? 
How many who joined in the sublime ascrifition, 
* Thou art the Ivim^ of Glorv. 0 Christ! ' do now^ be- 
hold Him face to face ? How many who here pro- 
claimed the blessed gospel, do now rest from their 
labors and are at home with the Lord ? And we who 
now occupy their places and join in the same solenm 
prayers, will, in a few brief years, be gatliered to our 
fathers and receive the great recompense of reward 
according to the works done in the body. Oh, that 
the gospel here preached may be to us * the Saviour of 

^It iiKi}-, {terliaps. Iio well to inontion that at sunrise on last ('iirist- 
mas, just Hfly years alter, the congregation assembled to eonuuemo- 
rate this Hrst service held in these walls. The nn mories and 
changes of fifty years made it a deeply solemn ;itm1 toiicliiiio: occa- 
sion to all iiresent. Tears came unbidden to mauy eyes, and all felt 
it was a sad, though hallowed, service. 

The rector has since learned from an estimable lady who was 
present on this occasion, that she well rememberB that first serrioe 
iield by Dr. Keith fifty years before. 
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life unto life,' so that when Christ shall appear, we 
may be found an acceptable people, well pleasing in 
His sight. Brief as are the early notices of the occu- 
pation of the chnrch, we cannot fail to be impressed 
with the promptness, energy, /eal, and liberality mani- 
fested by that first vestry, in prosecuting the work in 
which they engaged to a speedy completion. Within 
the short qpace of a year, we behold a congregation 
organized, a minister called and liberally supported, 
and a church begun, finished, and occupied. 

** Fifty years ago things move<l much more slowly, 
and wealth was far less generally distributed than at 
present, so that the enterprise they exhibited is worthy 
of all commendation, and their labors well entitled to 
our grateful remembrance. There nmst have been 
among tliem all a sincere love for tlie church, and a 
spirit to devise liberal things, in order to carry them 
through the difficulties and demands of such a work. 
But among those early founders, entitled to our spe- 
cial rememlu anco, we must record the names of Mr. 
Thomas Corcoran and Mr. Clement Smith; from the 
first inception of the movement, through the earlier 
years of our history as a church, their eiibrts in its be- 
half were tmtiring, and when the work of building the 
church was embarrassed for want of metms, thev came 
forward and libci'allv advanced what was needed for 
its completion. The entire cost of the cburcli, includ- 
ing the lot, was fifteen thousand nine hundred and 
fifty-two dollars. 

"In January, 1820, the Kev. Mr. Keith resigned 
the chai'ge of the congregutiou. Though only of two 
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yeare' duration, his ministry had been sis^nally blessed, 
and he had the satisfaction of leaving tlie church thor- 
oughly organized, and with every promise of a pros- 
perouB career. • On the 12th of April, 1819, the eecond 
election of a vestry Tvas held, and among other names 
which have heen mentioned, are found ihoee of Jere- 
miah Williams and Thomas Plater. One item in the 
minutes of the vestry, at this early period, deserves a 
passing notice, as showing the interest then ielt in asuh- 
ject which, I trust, has still a place in the prayers and 
charities of this people. Shortly after the resignation 
of Mr. Keith, and prompted, perhaps, by the difficulty 
of finding a successor, a resohition was otiered looking 
to the organization of a society for the education of 
pions young men for the ministry, to be auxiliary to 
that existing in the diocese of Maryland and Virginia. 
A committee was appointed to draft a constitution for 
an Educational Society, which wa< iiftorwards pre- 
sented to the congregation for their adoption. That 
tlie movement was not a fi-uitlcss one, appears from 
the testimony of Bishop Meade, in an address deliv- 
ered at the seminary, in 1859. In enumerating the 
benefactors of the seminary, without the bounds of 
Virginia, he specially mentions the congregation of 
Chi'ifit Church, Georgetown, as having, under the 
promptings of its several pastors, furnished no little 
aid to its support. 

" On the 8th of March, 1820, the Rev. Charles P. 
McTlvaine was elected to succeed Mr, Keith, as rector. 
Kot being ordained at tlie time of his election, he did 
not take charge until the following July. Of his min« 



Digitized by Google 



I 



CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 195 

istrv of five veurs' dnnition, it is uiineocssary for me 
to say much ; the zeal, devoteduess, and success with 
which he here labored are well known by many still 
among us who were the fruits of that ministry, and for 
nearly fifty years he has been so prominent an actor 
ill iill the great niovcineiits of the cliurch, as to make 
his name and work a laiuiiiar one to us all. JDuriug 
this period, we lind the following names appearing 
among the vestry, and active supporters of the chnrch: 
Jeremiah Williams, James S. Morsell, Charles A. Bur- 
nett, Richard Burgess, James Corcoran, Jolm Mar- 
bury, John Myci's. Robert Read, H. 0. Matthews, 
William G. liidgely, William 8ewell, Thomas Hyde, 
Joseph Brewer, Jeremiah Bronaugh. 

«* During the interval between the resignation of 
Mr. Mcllvaine and the call of the Rev. II. W. Gray, 
on the 19th of May, 1825, Dr. Keith officiated. Mr. 
Gray continued the rector until the 20th of December, 
1828, when he was compelled by ill health to resign 
his charge. The Eev. Mr, Cobbs, of Virginia, was 
called, hut declined. The Rev. John Thompson 
Brooke, then in charge of the parish at Martinsburg, 
was elected, and entered upon his duties on the 15th 
of March, 1829. His connection with the church 
lasted for six years, and seems to have been signally 
blessed. Ilis preaching was ' in the demonstration of 
the spirit and with the [)0wer,' and his private life one 
of singular beauty and consistency. Few ministers 
were ever more warmly loved and respected, and so 
deep and lasting was the attachment of the com^rega- 
tion to him, that eight years after he had resigned, we 
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find the vestry again electing bim as their pastor, and, 

in the letter uri; !!)^^ his acceptance, saying, * that as 
soon as it becanu' luuuifested that the continued ill 
health of their rector would sever his couuectioii and 
leave their church without a pastor, all eyes were 
turned towards the west, in hope that you might be 
induced to turn homewards, where your old congrega- 
tion are waiting to receive you with open arms.' The 
Tractarian movement was then begirniing to scatter 
its deadly errors through the church, and awaken alarm, 
and this presented as an additional plea in ur^ng bis 
coming ; the letter then goes on to say, ^ we need not 
onlv the most skillful, ])ut tlie stroni^est anus to stav 
the miglity torrent, and we cull upon you to come to 
the help of the Lord against the miglity.' Dr. Brooke 
felt compelled to decline the call, but the repetition 
and earnestness with which it was urged, shows how 
deeply ho bud left the impress of his character upon 
the hearts of the congregation. 

" ^Nothing of special interest requires our notice dur- 
ing this period ; we find about this time, 1829, a move- 
ment on foot to withdraw the District of Columbia 
from the diocese of Maryland and Viro^inia, and erect 
the said J)istrict into a sei)arate diocese ; but tlie move- 
ment met with no more favor then than it has lately 
done, and the vestry declined to send delegates to at- 
tend the pr()[>osed meeting. It may be mentioned, in 
this connection, that tlie churcli seems to have been 
regularly re[)resented in tlic diocesian convention, and 
that the choice of the vestry often fell upon Mi*. F. 8. 
Key to fill the place as delegate. After Mr. Bix>oke's 
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resignation, there seems to liavo been some (lifficulty 
experienced in tinding ii successor to fill his i)hice; the 
Rev. William Jackson, of New York, and the Rev. 
Mr. Jones, of Orange Court House, Yir^nia, wece 
called, but declined. For some reason, which does not 
appear in the record, the vestrv at this time departed 
from their usual custom of calling a minister, and re- 
ferred the matter to the pew holders for tlieir action ; 
the 'Step seems to have been an injudicious one, for 
after various ballotings, and ineitectual eftbrts by the 
friends of the different candidates, no decision was 
reached, and the whole matter had to he referred back 
to the vestry, and they authorized to proceed to an 
election. The Rev. P. Slaughter was then chosen, and 
entered upon his duties in December, 1835. About 
this time tlie steeple of the church was finished ; the 
committee having in charge its erection, and procur- 
ing subscriptions for the same, being Meusrs. Morton, 
Richard Bui^ess, and K. G. Matthews. We also find 
in the minutes of the vestry, at this time, the resignar 
tion of Mr. John Marbury, who had filled the labori- 
ons office of treasurer for so many years, and to whose 
energetic efforts the del)t whicli was contracted in 
building the church, and which had hung as an incu- 
bus on its prosperity, was finally discharged by the 
transfer of certain pews owned by the church, and 
funds due it to its creditors. It is but just to state that 
these creditors were very generous in their dealings, 
and one of the laigest ultimately relinquished his claim 
and donated it to the church. In July, 1887, Mr. 
Slaughter's health compelled his temporary relinquish- 

26 
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inent of his charge, and the Rev. Mr. Goodrich occu- 
pied the pulpit juid iniiiistcred very acceptably to the 
coiiiiTcgatiou. Mr. Slaughter finally resigned in Octo- 
ber, and Mr. Goodrich was elected his successor, but 
declined. Several unsucceeaful etibrts were made to 
secure a rector, bat it was not until September, 1838, 
nearly a year after Mr. Slaughter's resignation, that the 
vestry siu cocded in securing the services of tlie Rev. J. 
i\ Holt*. On Easter morning, 1841, the t'ollovving gen- 
tlemen composed the vestry : James S. Morsell, John 
Harry, J. Davidson, C. A. Burnett, Hezeklah Miller, 
J. Marbury ; H. McPherson, Mr. Mix, wardens ; P. T. 
Berry, register. In March, 1843, Rev. Mr. Hott' was 
compelled by ill-health to resign, much to the sorrow 
and regret of the whole congregation. The Rev. Ste- 
phen G. Gassaway, of Ohio, was then called, and en- 
tered upon his duties as rector, on the 21st of April, 
184-1 We have now reached a period, so fully with- 
in the memory of the greater part of the congrega- 
tion, that only the briefest notice of the remaining 
changes and events in our history is necessary. In 
1844, a parsonage on Beall Street was purchased by 
subscription, and the aid of the ladies of the congre- 
gaiioii. In 1847, we find extensive repairs and changes 
were made in the church building un<ler tlie supervis- 
ion of Messrs. Lyons, W. R. Abbott, H. 0. Matthews, 
J. Marbury, and that the ladies of the congregation 
showed their accustomed zeal by raising the means for 
])eaiuit\ ing the church. Two handsome chancel-chairs 
were the gilt of Mr. W. W. Corcoran. Easter Mon- 
day, 1845, the vestry was as follows : Messrs. Evan 
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Lyons, John Marbury, H. C. Mattliews, Levin Jones, 
William J3. Boggs, Dr. G. Tyler; William R. Abbott, 
register; Mr. Lyons, treasurer; Col. Stall, aud B. J. 
Bowen, wardens. In November, 1850, Mr. G^away 
resigned his charge, and removed to Missouri. An 
interval of more than a year elapsed Ijclbre the Rev. 
David Cahlwell entered upon his duties in April, 1851, 
during which Dr. Sparrow filled the pulpit. In May 
of that year, a movement was made to secure a par- 
sonage, the one before purchased having been rielin- 
quished on account of a defective title; and through 
the energy of the committee to whom the matter was 
referred, the present commodious rectory was bought 
and furnished. The year after (in 1852), and princi- 
pally through the efforts of Mr. H. C. Matthews, for 
many years an active vestryman, and the elHcient 
leader of the choir, a new and very superior organ 
was purchased. In March, 1854, the Rev. Mr. Cald- 
well was compelled to resign his portion because of 
increasing ill-health, and four years after be was called 
to rest from his labors. The "Rev. Dr. Norwood suc- 
ceeded liim on the 20th of April, 1854, and continued 
for seven veara rector of the church. The Rev. Mr. 
Harris then took temporary charge of tlie parish until 
April l8t,4864, when the Rev. J. H. C. Bonte entered 
upon his duties as rector, and was succeeded by the 
present incumljcnt on the 27th of May, 1866. Vestry 
in 1860 : Messrs. MarhuiT, Matthews, Berry, Dr. Sny- 
der, Lyons, Cox, Davidson, Dr. Tyler. Wardens; 
Messrs. Abbott and Knowles. 

From this brief outline of events, during the first 
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fifty veuis, it will be seen that of the eleven rectors, 
who have ministered in this church, but six are now 
living ; and of the original list of sabscribers and pew 
holders^ but a single one sarvives. An entirely new 
generation now occupy their places, and the many 
changes which these passing years have witnessed, ad- 
monish us that we too are * piigi'ims and strangers,' 
and call us to prepare for that eternal world to which 
we are so fast hastening. 

Time allows me to give bat the briefest sketch of 
the rebuilding of our present church edifice. The 
lapse of tiftv years had left its marks upon the house 
our fathers built; and it was felt that something was 
needed to adapt it to the enlarged wants of the con- 
gregation. Oar homes showed a ]arge inci'ease in ele- 
gance, and comfort, and expense, and it was hnt right 
that God's house should keep pace with our increased 
prosperity, and be the exponent of our gratitude for 
the privilege and blessing so long enjoyed here. With 
great unanimity it was determined by the vestry, at a 
meeting held on Jannary 28, 1867« to solicit plans and 
estimates for the improvement of the church. On the 
20th of March, the plan of the present building was 
selected, and a committee appointed to wait on the 
congregation and solicit subscriptions. Tliey were 
met by a liberal response on the part of the congrega- 
tion, over thirteen thousand dollars being at once sub- 
scribed. Feeling fully justitied in Iteginning opera- 
tions, having tliirty additional pews to fall back upon 
for any expenses outside of the estimates, contracts 
were entered into. The last service held in the old 
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church was ou SuikUiv niii;lit, May 26, 1867. Tlie fol- 
lowing week the work was ])eiz;uii. On the 15th of 
Julj^ the corner-stone of the old church was removed 
to its present position at the northeast corner of the 
tower, and there was deposited in it the journal of the 
diocesan convention for the year 1867 ; the minutes 
of the vestry authorizing^ the construction of the 
churcli ; tlie names of tiie rector, vestrymen, ward- 
ens, building committee, architects, and contractor; 
some United States fractional currency, and city 
papers. 

** The rector, soon after the work was l)eii:nii. was 
laid aside by pi'otracted illness troni participating in 
the arduous duties of the building committee, of which 
he was the chairman, and did not assume his charge 
until the lecture-room was completed and occupied, 
on the 16th of February, 1868. I may, therefore, the 
more fullv bear mv testimony to the zeal, and un- 
wearied diligence of the committee, who, at no little 
sacrifice of ^eir time, gave their personal aid and at- 
tention during the progress of the work. The com- 
mittee consisted of Messrs. Matthews, Boggs, Kurtz, 
and Davidson. Upon the treasurer of the comniittee, 
Mr. C. M. Matthews, the largest part of the burden of 
the undertaking fell ; and I feel that I record but the 
sense of the committee and the vestry, when I say 
that to his unwearied energy, and petsonal eftbrts, and 
financial skill, we arc largely indebted for the success- 
ful completion of our enlarged, ini[>roved, and beau- 
tiful church edifice. l'] >on the well-known taste and 
judgment of Gapt. W. B. Boggs the building corn- 
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iiiittee largely def)en(led, especially in the ornamenta- 
tion of the ehiireh. Unlooked tor delays and difficul- 
ties were experienced, but I rejoice to bear witness to 
fhe united spirit on the part of the whole congregar 
tion, which has enabled us to surmonnt them ; they 
have not only served to call forth greater liberality 
and self-sacrifice in liebalf of the church, and revealed 
much undeveloped strength, hut, I trust under God's 
blessing, have qualified us for a higher place of use- 
folness and a greater consecration to His service. To 
the ladies, as is the case in every good work, we are 
also larorelv indebted. Manv vears ai^o sonic of them 
raised, by their efforts, a fund which was kept for the 
purpose of building a lecture-room, and whicli, amount- 
ing to thirteen hundred dollars, was handed over to 
the building committee for that object. The ladies of 
the Christ Church Sewing Society (organized in Octo- 
ber after I took charge), ])y their needle and other ef- 
forts, raised also nine hundred dollars, which was de- 
voted to the use of the church building, and in addi- 
tion to this, they carpeted the aisles and chancel, fur- 
nished the desk and [ ulpit, and, together with liberal 
donations from two oi" the meiiiluTs, }»rocnred a costly 
stained-glass winchnv for the church, showing, as the 
result of their work for two years, the sum of two 
thousand dollars. On the 14th of June last, the pres- 
ent church edifice was first occupied, and the voice of 
supplication and praise resounded in its walls. Such 
are the items and events of our histoiy as a church. 
What wondrous changes have these Hfty years wit- 
nessed? When we first- begun our existence, the 
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Episcopal Church vvassuuiU in niiiiihers unci inHuence : 
ahnost entirely coniincd to the seuhoard and low older 
States, it has now expanded into a communion num- 
bering over forty bishops, two thousand clergy, and 
one hundred and forty thousand communicants, and 
spread it8 agencies from the Atlantic to tlie Pacific. 
Whatever changes the future may l)rino:, God grant 
to us, as a congregation, that we may i-ling to, imd 
love the old gospel of the grace of God, which the 
saintly Keith first proclaimed in these walls, and wor- 
ship Him in the same simple, solemn way as our fath- 
ers, w'hen they first knelt together liere around the 
throne of grace. The old hible, the old liturgy, the 
old doctrines bequeathed to us by the Reformers, in 
the sixteenth century, are our heir-loom and our pre- 
cious heritage. Let us strive to transmit these, unim- 
paired and uncorru[>ted. We need nothing new to 
adapt the Churcli to her work of converting souls and 
edifying God's people. What we do need is the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost upon the gospel preached, 
that it may be with power and His presence in our 
hearts, that we may adorn that gospel by holiness and 
rigliteousnesa of life. 

" May lie to whose service this house is dec heated, 
be ever present with his [)eople here, so that it shall, 
indeed, be the house of Qod, and the gate of heaven 
to many immortal souls. Thus, and thus only, can 
the declaration be verified — 

' The glory of this latter house shall be greater than that of the 

former.' '* 

I herewith give a list of the different rectors who 
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have had charge of the church, and the respective pe- 
riods of tlieir miuistrv Iktc : 

a 

Rev, Ruel Keitb, November UHli, 1817, to Janu- 
ary 29th, 1820; liev. Charles F. Mcllvaine, March 
8th, 1820, to March Ist, 1825; Rev. H. H. Grey, May, 
19th, 1825, to December 20th, 1828; Rev. J. Thomp- 
son Brooke, March lotli 1829, to Marcli 17tli, 1835; 
Rev. Phili}) Slaughter, December — , 1835, to Octo- 
ber 3, 1837 ; Rev. J. F. Hoff, September 17th, 1838, 
to March Ist, 1843 ; Rev. S. G. Gaasaway, April 21st, 
1848, to November 18th, 1850 ; Rev. David Caldwell, 
April 13th, 1851, to March 4th, 1854; Rev. William 
R. Norwood, D. ])., April 20t]i, 1854, to October 4tb, 
1861 ;* Rev. J. H. C. Boute, April Ist, 1864, to March 
26th, 1866; Rev. W. W. Williams, May 27th, 1866, 
to May 28th, 1876 ; Rev. Albert R. Staart, May 28th, 
1876, to the present time. 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

This church was formerly located on Montgomery 
Sti'eet. The original deed for the church is recorded 
in liber £, No. 5, page 288, from Anthony Holmead 
to Lloyd Beall, Richard Parrott and others, trustees. 
The deed is dated March 22, 1800, about which time 
a church was erected on said lot, tbirtv feet bv forty 
feet deep, being one and one-half stories higb. In 
course of time the congregation increased, when the 
original building was taken down, and the present 
building (now a public school) erected in its place. 

* From this date, to October 4th, 18()1, until Rev. Mr. Bonte en- 
tered upon the duties of rector, llev. Willimu A. Harris Hlled the 
pnlpit and was in temporary charge. 
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This was about the year 1820. The bi-ick buihliiig 
was two stories high, substantial aud strong, and an- 
swered the purpose of worship for many years, when 
the congregation sold the church to the Corporation of 
Georgetown for the sum of twelve hundred dollars, 
(as per deed, recorded in liber J. A. S.,No. 11, page 
279, February 17, 1850.) Some defect was in the 
ori^al deed, and the corporation had a new deed 
from the heirs of Holmead to tiie trustees of the 
church before they would purchase the same. A new 
buildhig was then conteinithited for a cliurch, and the 
ground selected was lot No. 39, in Beall's addition to 
Georgetown, conveyed by David English to John 
Fickrell and others, trustees (as per deed, recorded in 
liiber J. A. S., No. 4, page 226 ; deed dated May 16, 
1849). The building erected on this lot is a spacious 
church, two stories liigh, the basement being used for 
the Sabbath school, which now numbers two hundred 
and ten scholars, while the main room of the church 
is used for public worship. 

METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 

Tlie founders of this church worshiped formerly in 
8t. John's and the Presbyterian Church, and in the 
Lancaster school-room, for one or two years, before 
they erected tlic present church on Congress Street. 
The lot was purchased by one Butler Cook, trustee of 
one Samuel Robertson, in April, 1829, for the sum of 
ten hundred and thirty-five dollars. The original 
trustees were Leonard Mackall, John Eliason, Wil- 

27 
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liam Eing, Joseph Libbey, Jeremiah Orme, Gideon 
Davis, and Willium C. Lipscomb. 

This lot was once in jeopardy, or in danger of being 
lost to the church, bj the original owner not paying 
in full the parlies he purchased from. A note for the 
deferred payment fell into the hands of the United 
States braiu'li bunk, at Xorfolk, Virginia; suit wus in- 
stituted to recover the property, but the trustee. Cook, 
effected a compromise, and it was released and the 
title made perfect. In the meantime, while this diffi- 
culty was pending, it was sold for taxes by the col- 
lector for the Corporation of Geoi-getown. Mr. W. W. 
Corcoran purchased it for twenty-two dollars, and very 
generously relinquished his title to the church. The 
lot, as ori^nally purchased, was sold for &xty feet 
front, but when measured it only ran out fifty-five feet 
front, and tliis is all the church holds u liile to. The 
trustees endeavored to effect an act of incoi-poration, 
so that they might sue and be sued ; sell and purchase 
real estate ; but it never was successfully carried out. 

When the trustees began to build the original 
church the membership was small and comparatively 
poor, and hence wore often in straightened circum- 
stances. Tlieir indebtedness to the builders was a 
source of great disquietude ; and in order to close up 
the matter the trustees agreed to give the builders a 
deed of trust for fifteen hundred dollars to secure their 
debt ; but this debt was settled by the in(nvi(hud mem- 
bers skiving their notes and payiug them at maturity. 
But there was one debt that gave the church some 
trouble, which was due to the late Gideon Davis. 
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After bis death bis executor discovered tbere was a 
debt due the said Davis by the church for the sum of 
five or six hundred dollars. The church refused to 
pay unless a credit of two hundred dollars was allowed. 
In the meantime the widow of i.s married, and 
the niatter was amicably settled without a suit. 

The lot on which the parsonage stands was pur- 
chased of !Ninian Beall for the sum of six hundred 
and fifteen dollars, on May let, 1839. The trustees 
who made the purchase were William King, Joseph 
Libbey, Jeremiah Orme, Thomas Jewell, Fritz J. 
Bartlett, Thomas A. Newman, and John E. Cox. One 
fact in the purchase of this lot was quite commend- 
able. The ladies of the church paid nearly the whole 
purchase-TOoney. They also organized themselves 
into a sewing society, while the male members oi^-an- 
ized a sinking-fund, which worked well and gradually 
released the church from debt. Upon this lot con- 
nected with the church the lecture room was built in 
1857, at a cost of seventeen hundred dollars, which 
was enlarged in 18i)7, at nearly the same cost. The 
present house of worship was enlarged and beautified 
in 1867, and dedicated in February, 1868 ; the cost of 
which exceeded the cost of the original church, the 
parsonage, and lecture room combined, and, after a 
hard struggle, this church is nearly free from debt 

The church was dedicated in 1880, when Rev. W. 
W. Wallace was in charge of this station. The open- 
ing sermon was preached to a large audience. The 
choir was quite a feature in the dedication. It was led 
by W. C. Lipscomb, with a corps of practical singers. 
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Tlie Kov. Mr. Snether preached the opening sermon. 
The second dedication was during the liew Mr. Sher- 
mer's adnunistration. In Fehruary, 1808, the Rev, 
Angostus Webster preached the dedicatorj sermon. 
The Bev. Mr. Bowers preached a sermon for a collec- 
tion In aid of the chnrch, which was qnite snccessfnl. 
The |>arsonage was built bv the strenuous etibrts of 
the Rev. Levi R. Reese, tlie pastor, in 1841. The 
whole cost did not reacli four thousand doUara. An 
error was committed in building. There was quite a 
hill'; and they cut a part of the hill down and made 
a basement under ground, and ever since tlie walls 
have been damp. Tlic rooms have low ceiling. How- 
ever, the modern stvle of architecture had not at that 
time been introduced. The lecture or school-room 
was commenced by Thomas A. l^ewman, the then 
superintendent of the sabbath school, and finished by 
his successor, the late John T. Bangs. The scliool tbr- 
merlj met in the gallery of the church, which, l)eing 
too large for comfort, the superintendent and teachers 
determined to build, and they did so. The choir of this 
church is an attraction. There have never been but 
four leaders of the choir since the churcli was oi'c^an- 
ized in 1828. The Rev. William C. Lijiscondj was 
the first, lie taught music for tlu- benefit ot the church ; 
and the singing under so skillful a leader was quite 
an attraction. After he moved away from town, he 
was succeeded by others. 

I will now give a list of the ditlerent ministers who 
have had charge of the church, and the respective pe- 
riods of their ministgr here: Key. William W. Wal- 
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lace, 1829 to 1830; Tiev. Dennis B. Dorsey, 1830 to 
1881; Kev. Frederiek Styer, 1831 to 16S2; Rev. 
Thomas H. Stockton, 1832 to 1835 ; Kev. John W, 
Porter, 1835 to 1836 ; Eev. Josiah Varden, 1836 to 
1837 ; Itev. Augustus Webster, 1837 to 1839 ; Rev. 
Bignal Appleby, 1839 to 1840 ; Rev. Levi R. Reese, 
1840 to 1843 ; Rev. John G. Wilson, 1843 to 1845 ; 
Rev. Joseph Yarden, 1845 to 1847; Rev. William 
Collier, 1847 to 1849 ; Eev. John Everest, 1849 to 
1850; Rev. J. J. Murray, 1850 to 1851; Rev. S. K 
Cox, 1851 to 1853; Rev. J. B. Soutberland, 1853 to 
1855; Rev. Dr. Murray, 1855 to 1857; lies , i'avid 
Wilson, 1857 to 1859; Rev. Washington Roby, 1859 
to 1861 ; Rev. Daniel E. Reese, 1861 to 1863 ; Rev. 
Dauiel Bowers, 1863 to 1865 ; Rev. D. A. Shermer, 
1866 to 1867; Rev. Dr. Bates, 1868 to 1871; Rev. 
T. D. Valiant, 1871 to 1875 ; Rev. J. T. Murray, D. D., 
. 1875 to the present time. 

GERMAN LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

The German Lutheran Church, rituated at the coi^ 

ner of llii^h and Fourth Streets, had its ori2:in in this 
way: Col. Charles Beatty, one of the original founders 
of the town, had, in 1769, set apart the lot of ground 
in question, for the sole use and benefit of the Luth- 
eran Church, and caused the same to be so entered 
and designated on the plat of the town. Soon after- 
wards, tlie lot was taken i)088ession of l)y the German 
Lutherans, inclosed, and a school-house erected there- 
on, and was used by the members of the church as a 
burying ground for upwards of fifty years. During 
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all that time, neither their possession nor title had heen 
questioned, and Colonel Charles Beatty died without 
making a conversance of said lot in the trustees of the 
church, leaving Charles A. Beatty his heir at law. 
The Court decided **that thev could not decree a con- 
veyance of the lot to the trustees, but as they had heen 
in possession of the lot for fifty years, and have used 
it as a church lot and burying ground, and as the do- 
nor, Charles Beatty, and his son and heir at law have 
declared that the lot belongs to the Lutherans, the 
Court thinks tliat the defendants cannot now conscien- 
tiously turn the complainants out of possession, and 
will therefore decree a perpetual injunction." 

Affirmed by the Supreme Court of United States. 
2d Peters, page 566. See, also, 2d Cranch, Circuit 
Court Reports, page 699. 

The subsequent history of the church is detailed in 
a letter addressed to the chronicler by the Mev. John 
J. Suman, its former pastor, which we here insert: 

*<The condition of the Lutheran Church for the past 
half century, has been rather deplorable. In the mem- 
ory of the oldest inhal)itant (Mr. Hurdle), there has 
not been any regular preaching of the gospel by min- 
isters of that denomination, until very recently. The 
lot on which the present building is erected, was for a 
long time unenclosed, and the resting places of the 
sacred dead were trampled upon by the unhallowed 
feet of man and beast. These things, it was thought, 
ought not to be; and a determination was arrived at 
that they should not longer so esdst — * For the people 
had a mind to work.* 
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" Some time in the year , a number of per- 
sons, mostly amonfi^ the German population, raised the 
means to aid in putting up the present buildin^r, un- 
der the direction of Bev. S. Finckle, D. D., who had 
long been tiie pastor of the German Chnrcb, located 
on the comer of 20th and G Streets, in Washington 
City. The design appears to have been the combin- 
ing of a school (German) with the church, and hold- 
ing the same in the church building. In this thej suc- 
ceeded. But, from various causes, the school was not 
a very great success — ^mismanagement, improper qual- 
ifications in some of the teacliers, and want of proper 
support, operated to bring the school into disrepute, 
and prevent its being of any advantage to the church. 

" On the 16th of November, 1868, 1 received a very 
pressing invitation to preach for the [jeople who de- 
sired to worship accoi-ding to the doctrines and usages 
of the Lutheran Church. 

" On Sunday, January 3d, 1869, X received a for- 
mal written call to become pastor of the church, which 
I accepted in a note to the trustees. 

"It is proper here to state, tliat at tliis time, there 
was no regularly organized congregation ot the Luth- 
eran denomination in Georgetown. The people (mostly 
Germans) were held together by an association, seem- 
ing to have for its object the support of the school in 
the church building, as well as to pay oil" the debt on 
the latter. 

"It was apparent to all, who at that time worship- 
ped in the building, that, under existing circumstances, 
there was very little prospect of building up a congre- 
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gation. The school that was held in the building 
kept it in such a filthy condition that pct*sons would 
not attend worship there on that account. Unless a 
change was made in some way the building might as 
well have been closed, so far as Lutheran intei^ests were 
concerned. But the question was, how was this change 
to be cttected? Fortlic pastor to inaiiiz^urate an effort 
to make a cliange would antagonize him with the 
Germans. This was not to be thought of. Just at 
this moment, to put it in its mildest form, the miscon- 
duct of the teacher of the school induced the trustees 
of the building to close the same against the teacher; 
and this formed the entering wedge to accoinphshiug 
the desire of the people worshiping there. 

On the 24th day of January, 1869, 1 was installed, 
by Rev. George Biehl, D. D., as the first regular pas- 
tor of the new church. It was a great day for us few 
Lutherans. 

On the 27th day of February, 1870, at a meeting 
of the trustees of the church, James Gosler, George 
Wetzrich, Henry Wimer, John C. Kiser, and Henry 

Kiser, and myself as secretary, it was resolved. That 
hereafter the church building be devoted exclusively 
to church purposes. Truth requires it to be stated that 
this caused disaffection among the body of Germans. 
Their hearts were fixed upon the school, and its discon- 
tinuance was a great disa[)[)ointiLient to them, and 
caused some verv bitter feelinj?. 

On Sunday, June 5th, 1870, tlie church, having 
been repaired, repainted, papered, and renovated, was 
re-dedicated to the worship of Almighty God. Drs. 
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Btitiier, Finckle, and Bates participated in the exerdaes. 

The Masonic Choir leading the singing for us. 

" At the time of niy taking charge of the church 
there was a debt of about one thousand eight hundred 
doliare resting thereon» and we have beea reducing 
that debt some. At the meeting of the synod of Mary- 
land, at Enimitshurg, they a[)i)ropriated live hundred 
dolhirs towards the payment of this deht, to he raised 
during the a v nodical year, which was afterwards raised 
and paid 

** At this time, arrangements were also made by 
which Rev. George N, Nixdorff was to visit the George- 
town church, and if he were pleased, lie was to become 
our pastor. Meanwhile, a congregation had been reg- 
ularly and constitutionally organized — small in num- 
ber — twelve persons. Rev. Nixdortf visited us, was 
pleased, and on the first Sunday in April, 1871, he 
preached his lirst sermon as ^lastor of the church. 

BAPTIST CHTTBCH. 

Tlie Gay Street Baptist Church was organize<l June 
19, 1866. The following persons composed its con- 
Btituent members, viz : B. P. Nichols, J. C. Nichols, 
A. M. A}>pler, J. G. Hedgman, J. W. Haney, W. B. 
Brittain, James Xelson, Susannah Nichols, Susan Mat- 
tox, Helen M. Appier, and Susan Xelson. 

The church wa.s fornudly recognized July 0, 1866, 

by a council, of which G. W. Samson, D. D., A. D. 

Gillette, D. D., J. Berg, 0. C. Maddoz, and S. B. 

White were members. 

The church worshiped for over two yeare in a cliapel 
28 
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on Market Street, the use of which was oourteonsly 

granted by the Bridge Street Presbyterian Church. 
The house of worship at the corner of Gay and Con- 
gress Streets was dedicated October 11, 1868. This 
propertTf was secured to the church in a large measure 
through the liheraUty of Mr. James S. Welch, and a 
legacy from the late John McCutchen of live thou- 
sand dolhirs. 

Rev. James Nelson was the first pastor, aod served 
the church until March 1, 1872. He was succeeded 
bj Dr. A. J. Huntington, who rengned July 1, 1874. 
Bev. G. W. Beale became pastor December 1, 1874, 

and continues to the present time. The number of 
members at present is seventy-three. 



Mount Zion Methodist Episcopal Church is located 
on lot No. 78, in Holmead's addition to the town, and 
is thirty-five by fifty feet The deed is recorded in 
liber A. H., No. 33, page 10, from "William Morgan 
to Henry Foxall and others, dated June 3d, 1814, 
when the building was commenced. 

Ebenezer Church is located on Beall Street, be- 
tween Montgomery and Monroe Streets ; was erecte<i 

in 1856 ; number of members, one liundred and fifty ; 
Sabbath school, one hundred and sixty, with two super- 
intendents and seventeen teachers. 

The Colored Baptist Church is located on the comer 

of Dunbartoii and Monroe Streets, 
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Georoetowm Gollvob— The Movastert and Acadkmt of the 
ViaiTATioM — Gboroetown Collegiate Institute— Pbabodt 

LiBBART AND LlMTHIOUM INSTITUTE— PUBUO SCHOOLS. 

The historical sketch of Georgetown College is from 
the pen of Beverend J. S. Samner, S. J., editor of 
fhe Qdlege Journal, It is sach a fall and accurate 
description of the old institution, that to ahridge it 

would be doing injustice to the author as well as to 
this venerable institution of learning, therefore the 
chronicler inserts it in f ulL 

«* So little is known by the present generation of 

students of the past history of tlie college, and so 
many demands are made from time to time by others 
tor a brief sketch of it, that we think we cannot do 
better than transfer to our columns a suitable article 
which appeared in the Washington Daily Patriot in 
June, 1871, and which was prepared, we believe, by a 
graduate of It is proper, perhaps, to correct an 

error the writer has fallen into in stating that the north 
building was erected in 1808. It bad remained in a 
partially finished condition up to that time, but it was 
really built in 1791, and nearly completed in 179o. 
From sundry entries in the old account-books (almost 
the only existing material for reference in the matter 
of our early history), we judge that students began to 
lodge in it in December, 1797. On the first of that 
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liiootli there were fiftv-nine boardei's in the college, 
and certainly they must have been greatly cramped 
for room in the attic of the old college, the only place 
where it seems possible thej conld have been accom- 
modated. 

Father Jolin Early, who was president when this 
sketch was written, died May 28d, 1873, and was im- 
mediately succeeded by our present superior^ Father 
P. F. Healy, who bad been prefect of studies since 
1868 (an office he continues to 'hold), and vice-presi- 
dent; besides, since 1869. 

"Founded before the citv of Washiiii^-ton existed, 
Georgetown College (since the year 1815, when it was 
raised to the rank of a university, with the power of 
conferring degrees in any of the faculties), has been 
one of the most cherished institutions of the District 
of Columbia, fruitful as is the latter in noted associa- 
tions and localifios. The Alma Mater of hundreds 
of distinguished and meritorious citizens of the Eepub- 
Mo— not one of whom fails to hold in reverence the 
old walls in which he drew the inspirations of learn- 
ing and morality — the college in the present, as in the 
past, has gathered to itself young men not only from 
all parts of the country, but also from Mexico, South 
America, and the West Indiesw Its best tribute is 
rendered in the high character of its graduates — ^men 
who have carried with tliem to their distant and nearer 
homes, after so many successive * commencements,' 
the training of high scholarship and the promptings 
of an honorable ambition. As year by year it has 
opened its gates in farewell to its departing pupils, it 
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has done so witli the consciouf^ness that in preparing 
them for the arduous duties of practical life, it has no 
less thoroughly performed its duty than secured the 
love aud veneration of those who are graduating 
from it. 

"It is not neceSvSarv to speak of the great ahility as 
inati'uctoi'S and the prolound erudition of the gentle- 
men, members of the Society of Jesus — always the 
firm champions of education — who conduct, and are 
connected with the institution. The names of its suc- 
cessive presidents, i'roni the Kev. Kobert Fhnikett, in 
the year 1791, to that of its present distinguished and 
respected head, Rev. John Early, furnish a list of men, 
eminent for learning and piety, who, as they have from 
time to time appeared to guide the destinies of the 
college, have endeared themselves to the communitv 
in which tlicv have lived, and to those who have been 
placed under their charge. 

In recalling some of these former presidents, the 
mind contemplates many of the most deserving — as 
they are among the best known of the clergy of the 
Catliolic Church in America — men we]l-l)eIoved in 
their days of service in the cause of education, and 
whose memories — those of the living and of the dead 
— ^are faithfully cherished. We should like here to 
open up the past for a moment, and speak of these 
men whose names and histories are so intimatelv con- 
nected with miiih of the greatness and glory of the 
past year's of Georgetown College. We should like 
to speak of Father Bubourg, who was president iu 
1796, afterwards Bishop of New Orleans, and later 
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Archbishop of Besaiieon, in France ; of the univer- 
sally-loved Father William Mathews, for so many 
3'eai^ pastor of 8t. Patrick's Church, in Washington ; of 
Fathers Benedict and Enoch Fenwick, the good broth- 
&C69 the former afterwards Bishop of Boston ; of Fath- 
ers James Ryder, Thomas Mnlledy, Charles Henry 
Stonestreet, John Early, and Bernard A. Magaire, 
men who, each in his way, have done so much to add 
to the efficiency and reputation of Georgetown Col- 
lege, and the last mentioned of whom still freshly 
bears the multiplied laurels of long years of presi- 
dency of the institution, as he enjoys the widespread 
reputation of a brilliant orator, an accomplished gen- 
tleman, and a churchman of renown. 

A tew words regarding the history of Georgetown 
College will prove interesting. The site of the pres- 
ent institution, on the heights just heyond Georgetown, 
was selected bv the Rev. John Carroll, first Arch- 
bishop of Baltimore, shortly after the American lievo- 
lution. In the year 1789, the first buildingwas erected. 
It still stands : the old building that occupies the cen- 
tral position in the south row. Two years after the 
schools were opened with Rev. Robert Plunkett as first 
president of Georgetown College. The college now 
progressed auspiciously, so much so, that in due course 
of time— namely, in 1808 — ^the long and spacious 
building on the north ride of tiie grounds was erected. 
Under Eev. Leonard Neale, (subsequently the second 
Archbishop of Baltimore, who succeeded Father Du- 
bourg in 171)9), the complete college course was ar- 
ranged, the college having, in 1806, passed under the 
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control of the Society of Jeeus, who thus introdaced 
tiie excellent educational system peculiar to that order. 

" Up to the construction of the north building, wlu re 
now are the * big boys' ' dormitories, the library, the 
parlors^ the apartments of the principal officers of the 
college, the reading room, the 'jug,' etc., it had been 
customary for the j upils to board ivith families in 
Geor<>;etown, but the buihiliiLC of this tinelv-arrauo^ed 
structure aitbrded all the acconiniodation within 
* bounds ' necessary at the time. It is built after the 
model of a chateau in France, and, with its two towers, 
presents a very handsome and venerable appearance. 
On May 1, 1815, Congress chartered the * Georgetown 
College,' which was then raised to tlie position of a 
university. On January 17, 18;J0, the Philodemic So- 
ciety was founded by the Bev. James Ryder, at that 
time vice-preddent of the college. More space being 
found necessary about this time to attbrd due acconi- 
niodation to the largely increasing nuniber of pujVds, 
wlio began to Hock to the college even from beyond 
the limits of the Union, the college buildings were en- 
larged in 1831, (Rev. Thomas Mulledy, of Virginia, 
being president), by the erection of the large western 
wing of the souih row, where now are chapel, dining- 
room, and study-room of the older students. At the 
same time the western half of the present infirmary 
was erected, and the grounds of the college, including 
that beautiful, umbrageous, and extensive promenade 
known as the * college walks,' were greatly improved 
and l>cautilied. These walks are a lasting and peren- 
nial adornment to the surroundings of the college. 
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]ji 1848^ the astronomical observatory of the college 
was built, under the presidency of "Rev. James Ryder, 

and in 1845 — P^atlier Mnlledy, Ijeing [>i\'si<kMit tor tlie 
second time— the well-known villa buildings were pur- 
chased as a spot for yunujier recreation for teachers 
and students. In 1848, the infirmary building was 
finished. The political agitations of this year in 
Europe induced many able members of the Society 
of Jesus to emigrate to this country. Tliis Ijrought 
an accession of very learned men to the college, such 
as Fathers Sestiui, Secchi, De Yico, and others, who 
have written and published several books on educa- 
tional topics since their connection with the college. 
About this time (Father liyder being president for the 
third time), the college gas works and baths were con- 
structed, and, in 1851, that admirably conducted feat- 
ure of the institution, the medical department of 
Georgetown College, now in successful operation in this 
city, was established. Rev. Charles H. Stonestreet suc- 
ceeded Father Ryder in the presidency in 1851, but 
having been appointed Provincial of the Society of 
Jesus, after one year*s service he was succeeded by the 
popular Father Maguire, who, at the early age of 
thirty-four years, entered upon his first term of presi- 
dent. Under Fatlier Maguire's presidency the college 
prospered greatly. The nund)er of students increased, 
and important material additions were made to the 
college grounds and surroundings. The large new 
building for the ' small boys,' situated at the eastern 
end of tlie soutli row, was erected in 1854. A fine 
green house was built, and extensive gardens were 
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laid oat. Father Maguire continaed to occnpj the 
president's office nntil 1858, when he was succeeded 

by the llev. Johu Early, who now so acceptably fills 
that position. 

"The breaking out of the civil war in 1861, '^t- 
riouyslj hampered the progress of the college. For 
several weeks, namely, up to July 4th, the peaceful 
grounds and buildings of the college were used as a 
barnicks for soldiers; the sixty-nintli and seventv-ninth 
regimeuta of Kew York volunteers having been quar- 
tered there. In 1862, after the battle of Bull Kun, 
the college was again seized upon by the military au- 
thorities, and was converted into a hospital. In 1863 
the college was relieved of this burden, and commenced 
anew its career of prosperity. In 1866 Father Early 
retired, and waB succeeded by Father Maguire, who 
thus entered upon his second term, to be again suc- 
ceeded by Father Early, in whose able hands, as in that 
of his immediate predecessor, the renewed pro.s]»erity 
of ohl Georgetown College, recovered from tlie dam- 
aging etfects of the war, became, as it continues to be, 
a source of sincere gratification to its legions of friends. 

''So far our extract. The article ought to have 
added that the law department of Georgetown Col- 
lege was organized in 1870, under Fatlier Maguire's 
administration. In his time, also, the members of the 
graduating class were assigned rooms. This arrange- 
ment, after five years satisfactory experience^ may be 
considered as a permanent one. 

*< Under the present administration, many desirable 

changes and improvements have been added. The 
29 . 
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Study of ClR'inistiy, which was forinerlj confined to 
a single year, and that the graduating year, now cov- 
ers two years, beginning with Inorganic in Poetry, and 
concluding witb Organic in Rhetoric. This arrange- 
ment leaves more time to the Philosophers for the 
studies appropriate to their year. A course ot* Eng- 
lish Literature under a special Professor, is also em- 
braced in the years of Poetry and Rhetoric. Provis- 
ion has been made, besides, for students of English in 
less advanced classes. Formerly, every student was 
obliged to conturm to the regular curriculum, end)rac- 
ing Greek and Latin, and none were admitted on other 
conditions. 

<<Kow, those who wish to pursue English branches 
alone, and do not aspire to graduation, are provided 

for, and consequently fewer eligible applicants are 
turned away. Exercises in Declamation in presence 
of the assembled classes take place monthly, each 
speaker being criticised by those of his fellow-students 
who are called on by the president for their opinion, 
the president afterwards adding his own. By these 
means, greater excellence in Declamiition is acquired, 
and is attainable l)y a larger number than under the 
old system of theatrical performances, discarded some 
years since. Class hours have been changed to suit 
the convenience of day scholars, and s^reatlv to the 
physical advantage of the boarders, chiefly by giving 
them a longer recess between tlie break fast-hour and 
the commencement of school duties. With the same 
view of health and comfort, the old penal confinement 
of 'The Jug,' alluded to in the above sketch, has been 
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abolished, the (lliiuer-hour has been set back, and 
many other conveniences have been introduced wliich 
it is unnecessary to describe in detail, but which are 
strongly in contrast with the quasi monastic discipline 
of former years. While physical development and 
tlie needs of recreation are turtlier promoted bv the 
two well-appointed gymnasiums, for the larger and the 
smaller boys respectively, put up by the college, and 
the two billiard-tables provided for the larger and one 
for the smaller students, as well as by the Boat Club 
organization got up by the students themselves. The 
course of studies is allowed to sutler no detriment, 
but is promoted as occiuiion demands. A special im- 
pulse has been given of late, in the direction of science, 
historical enquiry, polemical sidll, and mathematical 
proficiency, by the donation on the part of friends of 
the college and of the president, of medals in reward 
for successful etforts in each of tliese directions. Fur- 
ther developments, towards which preliminary Rte})3 
have been taken, are in contemplation, but must for 
the most part await complete realization until the ad- 
ministration is able to erect new buildings, the plans 
of which are now undergoing final considci ution. 

" The following is the succession of presidents of 
Georgetown College: 

''Bev. Robert Plunket, October 1st, 1791, to June 
13th, 1793; immediately succeeded by Rev. Robert 
Molyneux, to September 30th, 1790; after whom fol- 
lowed Rev. Wm. G. Dubourg, to Marcli 29th, 1799, 
who 8ul)sequently assisted in organizing 8t. Mary's 
College, Baltimore. Rev. Leonard Neale then occu- 
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pied the presidency until September 30th, 1806, hav- 
ing meanwhile, in 1800, l)een made coadjutor to the 
Bishop of Baltimore. Tliese appointments were all 
made bj Bishop John Carroll, the founder of the col- 
lege. In 1806, the Society of Jesus was re-organized 
and the college committed to its care. Bev. Robert 
Molvneux, the first Siiperioi- of tlie Jesuits, became 
president of the college, October Ist, 1806, and died 
in office, December 9th, 1808. He was succeeded by 
Rev. William Matthews, a former student of the col- 
lege, who held office until June 10th, 1810. Rev. 
Francis Xeale had been appointed vice-president of 
the college, January let, 1800; and December 11th, 
1810, became president, and remained to September 
80th, 1812. Bev. John A. Grassi, S. J., under whom 
Hie college developed into a univerdty, succeeded. 
He was, during the same period, Superior of the Mary- 
land Jesuits. Rev. Benedict J. Fenwick, 8, J., a for- 
mer student, became president on tlie retirement of 
Father Grassi, July aist, 1817. On October 31st, 
1818, he was succeeded by Rev. Anthony Kohlman, 
8. J. (Superior of the Jesuits, 1817 to 1821), until Sep- 
tember l.)t]i, 1820, Rev. Enoch Fenwick, S. J., also 
a former student, tilled up the interval until the return 
of his brother, Benedict, Septenil>er 15th, 1822, who 
served until his appointment to the Bishopric of Bos- 
ton in 1825. Rev. Stephen L. Dubuisson, S. J., fol- 
lowed him, September 9th, 1825, to July 7th, 1826; 
when Rev. William Feiner, S. J., became [)resident, 
and gave place March 30th, 1829 (a few weeks before 
his death), to Bev. John Beschter, S. J. Father Besch- 
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ter held (^fHce only until September 13th, of the same 
ye;ir, and was Bucceeded by Kev. Thomas F. MuUedy, 
S. J.y a former student, until December 28d, ISBl, 
-when he became Provincial of Maryland. Father 
Mulledy's predecessor as provincial, Rev. William 
McSliorrv, S. J., another student of Georgetown Col- 
lege, was his successor as president, and died in office 
December IStb, 1839. Rev. Joseph A. Lopez, 8. J., 
filled up the interval to April 30th, 1840, and died six 
months atlter. Rev. James Rydei-, S. J., then held the 
presidency to January 3d, 1845, and was succeeded 
by Rev. Samuel F. Mulledj, tS. J., who gave place to 
his brother Thomas, for a second term, from Septem- 
ber 6th, 1845, to August 7th, 1848. Father Ryder 
• then returned to the prewdency until August Ist, 1861. 
Rev, Charles H. Stonestreet, S. J., an alumnus of the 
college, was tlien [(resident until August 15th, 1852. 
when he was made Provincial of ^laryland. Fathers 
Maguire and Early then alternately held oilice, each 
two terms, until 1873, nearly nineteen years. We 
trust that their successor. Father Healy, an alumnus 
of Holy Cross, the prosperous daughter of George- 
town, may still preside at Georgetown when her cen- 
tennial is reached." 

The faculty of the college, ever keeping time with 
the advancement of education, and training the youth- 
ful mind to become men in the future, and to do their 
part in tlie attairs of life, are not unmindful that a 
spacious building is necessary to accommodate the in- 
creasing number of students coming to the college fi^m 
all parts of the country. A building is now being 
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erected, which, for magniiicent proportions and durar 
bility, will be a credit to the college and an ornament 

to the town. The length of the building is three hund- 
red and seveu feet, and occupies the whole front of 
the college grounds between the north and south 
wings. The altitude is seventy feet nine and one- 
half inches ; depth is ninety feet at the north end, sixty- 
tliree feet and eight inches at the south end, and forty- 
nine feet in the middle. The building, when com- 
pleted with the two wings, will form the three sides 
of a square. The number of windows are two hund- 
red. and ninety-two, five feet by ten. The number of 
doors in the interior, nine. Number of rooms in the 
whole building, eighty-two Some of them will be oc- 
cupied by the library ; others will be used by the fac- 
ulty of the college as parlors and class rooms, and 
various rooms for the professors in different branches 
of learning. The number of brick to be used in the 
construction of the building is estimated at two mil- 
lions. The quantity of stone called blue gneiss, wliich 
is quarried from the banks of the Potomac Kiver, will 
be live thousand cubic yards used in the construction 
of the front and sides of the college. 

MONASTERY AND ACADElfT OF THE VISITATION. 

Ou?' chronicles would be imperfect if we omitted a 
sketch of a very important institution in our town 
called the " Monasteiy,'* where ladies live in single 
blessedness. About the year 1792, some sisters belong- 
to the order of Pon Clares," clriven trom France by 
the horroi's of the French devolution, sought refuge 
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in Maryland. The names of the sisters were Maria 

de La Marcbe, Abbess of the order of St. Clare, Ce- 
leste la Blonde, de La Rochefoncault, and de . 

St. Luc. They took up their abode in Georgetown. 
In 1801 they purchased a lot of ground on Fayette 
Street, in said town, of John Threlkeld. They en- 
deavored to sujiport themselves by opening a school, 
but they had to strugi^le constantly with poverty; and 
on the death of the Abbess, in 1805, Madame de La 
Rochefoncault, who succeeded her, sold the convent 
to Bishop Neale, by deed of June 29, 1805, and re- 
turned to Europe with her companion. These poor 
"Clares" had been aided in their labors bv Miss Alice 
Laior, from Philadeiphia (but originally from Ireland)^ 
and one or two other pious ladies from the same city. 
They had, for a time, occupied a small frame house, 
the site of whicli is enclosed in the present convent 
grounds. Bishop Neale, immediately after purchas- 
ing the Clarist convent in 1805, installed there these 
^ pious ladies," as they were then called, and by deed 
of June 9, 1808, confirmed June 9, 1812, transferred 
the [)roi>erty to Alice Lalor, Maria McDermott, and 
Marv Neale. 

Such was the origin of the Visitation Kuns in the 
United States. This institution had its trials. In 
1824 its financial embarrassments were so great, and 

the poverty of the conimunity was so extreme, tliat 
they came to tlie resolution of dispersing. But at 
this juncture relief came. A wealthy Spanish mer- 
chant of New York, the late John B. Lasaler, sent 
two daughters to the convent, paying several years 
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board in advance. This timely aid enabled them to 
continue their school ; and other assistance came af%eiv 

winds. It was not until 1816 tliat the institution waa 
rei^ularlv established as a Visitation Convent. 

Connected with the monastery is a ladies' academy, 
which ranks among the first edacational institutions 
in the country. The buildings are extensive ; front- 
ing three hundred feet on the west side of Fayette 
Street, also the same distance on Third and Fourth 
Streets, occupying nearly a square of ground. They 
have also added to their possessions the tract of land 
formerly owned by the late John Threlkeld, one of 
the original founders of the town, where are cultivated 
all the vegetal)lcs and fruits used in the institution; 
and the grounds are laid out in serpentine walks, 
around which the ladies promenade for exercise. 
Thus, from a small beginning, this institution has be- 
come one of the wealthiest of our town, without call- 
ing upon the Woman's Rights Convention for any as- 
sistance or aid whatever. 

The chronicler had the pleasure, many years past, 
to witness at the Monastery the taking of the vail by 
four young ladies (whose names he will not mention, 
as it might be a breach of politeness to place the 
names of ladies in print without their consent). It 
was on tlic 4th day of July, 18 40, at six o'clock in 
the morning, when the chapel of the monastery was 
opened, and from that hour the congregation began 
to assemble. The small and beautifully ornamented 
chapel, which the sisters had decorated, with evidence 
of accomplishment and taste, with its dim light burn- 
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ing before the altar, the solemnity rendered more im- 
pressive by the number of silent worshipers who were 
present, and by the voices of the unseen choir whose 
chant filled the air, had an effect to prepare the mind 

for this interesting ceremony. Soon the cliai»el iilKd. 
One of the sisters threw back the curtain which shaded 
the grating that separated the chapel from the con- 
vent, when every eye was turned in that direction. 
All the nuns were seen to enter in a long procession, 
and to kneel down the whole length of the aisles, with 
their heads bent towards the ground in an attitude of 
humility. Presently, the ladies who were to take the 
vail were led towards the grating ; the chanting ceased, 
and the organ, touched by a master hand, filled the 
air with its music. The ladies wlio were the all- 
absorbing interest of the ceremony were young, 
beautiful, and tastefully arrayed in white. The an- 
them ceased ; when the Archbishop, in his canonicals, 
advanced to the front of the altar, and eloquently ad- 
dressed the coni^re<^ation and the novices who were 
about to enter as members of the Sisters of the Visita- 
tion. When the discourse was finished, the Arch- 
bishop gave a blessing : after which the novices one 
by one answered the questions which })repared them 
to renounce the world ; then euniiiig forward for the 
last time, their baptismal names were renounced and 
they received their new titles. Thus they passed away 
from the gaze of their relatives and friends, and the 
sight of the world, of which their beauty and accom- 
plishments would have rendered them the admiration 
and the ornament. The whole sisterhood received 

30 
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tlieni ; wlien the peals of the organ aH:ain filled the 
church, and the dark folds of the falling curtain shut 
them, forever perhaps, from the pubhc sight. They 
abandoned the cares and vexations of this life, of 
which they were too young to have felt any of its vi- 
cissitudes, to look forward to another world beyond 
the grave. 

GEORGETOWN COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 

G^Tgetown Collegiate Institute for Young Ladies, 
Miss Lucv Stephenson, principal, was first opened for 

the reception of pupils September 9th, 1872. 

Tliis institute has been in successful operation for 
more than six vears. Durin*^ that time it has been 
steadily increasing in favor with the public Since its 
foundation, fourteen young ladies have graduated, 
having completed the required coui-se of studies. At 
the present time there are seventy-three scholars in 
the institute. In addition to the principal, there are 
eight teachers assdsting her in imparting instruction in 
the several branches of study taught 

The location of the institute is very desirable, sit- 
uated at the southwest corner of Congress and Gay 
Streets. 

PBABODY LiiiRARY AND LINTHICUM INSTITUTE. 

Peabody Library and Linthicum Institute, which 
was lately established in our town, owe their origin to 
the liberality of George Feabody and E. M. Linthi- 
cum, now deceased. 

As the letters and correspondence show the origin 
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of these institutions, the chronicler avails himself, for 

the benefit of his readers, of copying from the report 
of J. Ormond Wilson, Esq., a historv of tlie above in- 
stitutions, in whicli can be seeu the fertile pen of our 
fellow-citizen^ Josiab Dent, Esq., now one of the Com- 
missioners of the District of Colnmbia : 

" In 1872, when the trustees of the public schools of 
Georgetown were considering the proposition to erect 
in a central locality a school buihling in which they 
conld place Iheir more advanced schools and famish 
the city with enlarged and improved school facilities, 
it was suggested that two phihmthropic gentlemen had 
each given to the city, for educational uses, a consid- 
erable fund which had not been applied, and that all 
of these interests might be united with great mutual 
advantage. The suggestion was favorably received, 
and has since been carried out. 

** It is deemed proper to give some account of the 
transactions in the report ; and I am indebted to the 
courtesy of Mr. A. Hyde, one of the trustees of the 
Peabody Libmry Association, and of Mr. Josiah Dent, 
president of the Linthicum Institute, tor the following 
brief histories : 

PEABODY LI BR ART. 

This library had its ori^ in the munificence of 
Mr. George Peabody, and his intentions are fully set 
forth in the following letter: 

" 01 Lafayette Street, iSALKM, 2i)th Aprils 1867. 
To W. W. Corcoran, George W. Riogs, 
A. Htdb, HsiTRT D. OooKB, and Wiluam L. Dunlop, Esqs., 

of the District of Golnmbifi. 
" Gentlembk : As most of jou are aware, I am, and 
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have been for mine time, desirous of making some gift 
which would be productive of benefit to the citizens of 
Georgetown, in the District of Colnmbia, where I com- 
menced business for myself in early youth. I am peiv 
saaded that I cannot better do so than by endeavoring 
to assist them in their own endeavors to cultivate a 
healthful, moral, and intellectual progress; and I 
therefore give to you gentlemen the sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars, to be, by you and your successors, 
held in trust as a fund for a public library, to be 
established in tlie citv of Georc^ctown. This sum I 
direct to be invested and accumulated until it shall be 
sufficient, in connection with the amount of accrued 
interest, and including any donations from other 
sources, should such be made, to erect a suitable build- 
ing in the city of Georgetown for a public lil>rary, to 
which the inhabitants of Georgetown shall have free 
access, under such restrictions and regulations as may, 
by you and your successors, be deemed necessary and 
proper. Should you think it best to keep the funds 
as they are until they shall be sufficient, by accumula- 
tion, as before stated, to erect a building which shall 
not only be suitable for such a library as I have speci- 
fied, but which shall also contain a lecture-room or 
hall for lectures for popular instructions, I give you 
leave to do so. I give you the power to organize, to 
clioosc a treasurer, and, if necessary, to obtain an act 
of incorporation ; and I direct that an annual report 
of the condition of the fund and amount of income be 
prepared and published by yourselves and your 8UO> 
cessors. I direct that your board be always composed 
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of five persons, and in case of a vacancy or vacancies 

occurritiii: in vour number, I direct that the same be 
tilled, by vote of the remainder, as soon thereafter as 
conveniently can be. 

Pleaae to receive inclosed my check on James Tin- 
ker, Esq., New York, for fifteen thousand dollars, to 
be appropriated as directed in this letter. 

With great respect, I am your humble servant, 

GEOKGE PEABUDY. 

The gentlemen named in the foregoing letter met 

in the private office of Mr. Corcoran, May 1, 1867, 
and organized as a board of trustees by electing Mr. 
W. W. Corcoran, president, and Mr. A. Hyde, secre- 
tary. The funds given by Mr. Peabody was ordered 
to be invested in United States securities, and was so 
invested at first, but was subsequently changed to ten 
per cent, mortgages, secured by real estate in Wash- 
ington City. 

** The following reply to Mr. Peabody's letter was 
made: 

"Washingtox, Mai/ Ut, 1867. 
"To George Peabody, Esq., London, Engiand. 

" Dear feia : On the 26th April, Mr. Corcoran had 
the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your es- 
teemed favor of the 20th April, addressed to himself 
and others therein named. 

" In pursuance of the directions contained in this 
letter, the trustees met at twelve o'clock this day, at 
Mr. Corcoran's private office, all being present, and 
they organized by the appointment of Mr. Corcoran 
as chairman, Mr. Hyde as secretary, and Mr. Biggs as 
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treasurer ; and, after a Ml interchange of views, and to 

meet your wishes as nrulerstood fi nm your letter, it was 
'^Orderedy Tliat the aniouiit tu be invested in United 
States five-twenty Treasury notes, registered in the 
name of the trustees; the accraing interest to he in* 
vested in the same securities until further order of the 
tnistees. 

"It was also determined to obtain an act of incor- 
poration, as soon as practicable, under the name of 
*The Peahody Library Association of Georgetown/ 
which, we trust, will meet your approbation ; and it 
will be the pleasure of the trustees, whom you have 
honored with tlie custody and direction of tins lil^eral 
gift to the people of Georgetown, to give full ett'ect to 
your wishes in this behalf, as already expressed, or 
that you may hereafter intimate. 

" On behalf of the people of Georgetown, we ten- 
der you, dear sir, our grateful acknowledgments for 
this benificence, and most sincerely wisli that you may 
long be spared to witness the benefits of your enlarged 
liberality to the people of these and other lands, and 
to receive and enjoy the admiration and gratitude of 
those who will be the direct recipients of your bounty, 
as well as of those who can appreciate tlie inestimable 
benefits that will How to thousands by your most lib 
eral and enlightened munificence. 

^* We are, dear sir, your obedient servants, 

W. W. CORCORAN, 
GEORGE W. RIGGS, 
A. HYDE, 
HEKRY D. COOKE, 
WILLIAM L. DUNLOP. 



Digitized by Google 



PBABODY LIBRARY. 



235 



" The fund was allowed to accumulate, and an an- 
nual statement of its condition was made at rei^ular 
meetings of the board, and published, in conformity 
with the gift. Iq November, 1872, the following let- 
ter was received from the board of trustees of public 
Bchools of Georgetown : 

"To W. W. Corcoran. Anthony Htbb, 

Hbnby D. Cooke, W. L. Dunlop, and George W. Bioos, 

* Tnuiees of the PeaMkf Library Fwnd. 
" Qbntlbmbn : I am directed by the board of school 

trustees of the city of Georgetown, to submit for your 
consideration the following: 

" The authorities of the District of Columbia are 
about to erect a school-house on Second Street, oppo- 
site St. John's Church, in Georgetown, of large dimen- 
sions, to be of as imposing an exterior as is consistent 
with a proper economy. The objects sought to he at- 
taiiHM] hy the outlay are the advancement of the cause 
of education in the town, the elevation of the public 
school system, and the establishment of better educa- 
tional facilities for the vonth of both sexes, and for the 
genei'al benefit and prosperity of the connnunity. 

" To aid in the accomplishment of their purposes, 
and at the same time to open up the only way which 
seems practicable for caning out, at an early day, 
the designs of Mr. Peabody for the establishment of a 
library in Geor<i^etown, the board of trustees of the 
public schools propose to set apart a room of suihcicnt 
dimensions on the ground floor, fronting on Second 
Street, for the purpose of the Peabody Fund, where a 
library may be established, free of rent, under the ab- 



Digitized by Google 



286 FBABODT LIBBABT. 



solute control of your honorable body in every respect, 
with the privilege of withdrawal whenever such action 

is desired. It is also designed to provide accommoda- 
tion for the Liiithicuni Institute on the same tei-ms, to 
enable the trustees of that fund to carry out the ob- 
jects of their trusts. They have already informerly 
expressed their concurrence in the design, and their 
desire to accept such a proposition. 

" Connected witli the huilding will l)o a commodious 
lecture hall, for general lecture purposes; and the 
managers of the Linthicum Institute contemplate mak- 
ing provision for popular lectures in connection with 
their other plans. 

"It is, in the judgment of the school authorities, 
safe to predict that the three interests thus combined, 
while they will remain under separate and independent 
control, will be, by this combination, of great and last- 
ing benefit to the town, and open an. admirable and 
speedy way for the consummation of the liberal and 
enlightened intentions of the generous donei*s of the 
respective funds referred to. 

"As it will have a bearing on the plans of the build- 
ing, it is desirable to know, at your earliest conven- 
ience, whether it will be the pleasure of your honora- 
ble body to accept tlie proposition herein embraced, 
and the board of school trustees would, therefore, ask 
early consideration of the same. 

I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

" Tour obedient servant, 

W. W. ClIKTIS, Secretary. 
*' By order of the board of school trustees of Georgetown. 
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"The proposition contained in the foregoing letter 
was very carefully considered, and in due time ao- 
cepted. In the latter part of 1875, a committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Hyde, and Dnnlop, was appointed, 
with authority to have the rooms properly fitted up 
and furnished, to purchase the hooks, and to make all 
necessary arrangements for opening the library to the 
public. The committee consulted with Mr. A. B. Spof- 
ford. Librarian of Congress, and are greatly indebted 
for the valuable advice and aid cheerfully given by 
him. The fhniiture and appointments are all in the 
most approved style, and the book shelves will readily 
hold six thousand volumes. About twelve hundred 
volumes were purchased, and the library was opened 
in March, 1875, under rules and regulations govern- 
ing the Peabody Library Association. 

" Mr. Frank Hvde Barbarin was appointed firet li- 
brarian ; but shortly after his appointment was trans- 
ferred to the banking house of Kiggs & Co., and Mr. 
Frank B. Johns was a])pointed in his stead. Although 
so short a time has elapsed since the library was first 
opened, it is already in successful operation, and a 
large number of pei*8on8 are availing themselves of 
its benefits. The average daily attendance has not 
been less than twenty* and the number is steadily in- 
creasing. The fund now amounts to twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars ; and the treasurer, after ]>:iyiiig all ex- 
penses to date, has about two thousand dollars now in 
hand. 

The following is the present list of officers of the 
Peabody Library Association : Trustees — W, W, Cor- 

81 
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coran, president; George W. Riggs, treasurer; An- 
thony Hyde, secretary ; William L. Dunlop, Henry 
B. Cooke, Sr. Committee on the Library — A. Hyde, 
W. L. Dnnlop ; Committee on Accounts and Expen- 
ditures — A. Hyde ; Frank D. Johns, librarian; (j. B, 
Wibert, janitor. 

A. HYDE, Secretary. 
^' By order of the association, July 80, 1876. 

LtNTBICUM INBTTTUTB. 

"Edward Miigruder Lintbicum, to whose liberality 
this institute owes its existence, was born in Montgom- 
ery CounQ^y Maryland, on the 16th of July, 1797. 
With no other advantages of education than those 
furnished by a country school of tlie times, he em- 
barked, when (juite a youth, in mercantile pursuits in 
Georgetown, District of Columbia, under the auspices 
of his uncle. Doctor Ninian Magruder, a prominent 
citizen of the town. At this period Georgetown was 
a port of considerable commerce. A career of i\i\y 
years devoted to active business, and distinguished for 
integrity, energy, and prudent sagacity, was crowned 
with abundant success ; and the last five years of his 
life were spent in tranquil retirement He died at his 
residence on Georgetown heights, on the 30th of Oc- 
tober, 1869. universally respected for his virtues by 
the community who had been the daily witnesses of 
his life from youth to old age. That in his last years, 
free from the cares of business, he was not unmindful 
of duty and of the highest interests of those among 
whom his useful and exemplary life had been spent, 
is attested by the following extract from his last will : 
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"'Convinced that knowledge and piety constitute 
the only assurance of happiness and healthful prog- 
ress to the human race, devoutly recognizing the sol- 
emn duties to society which devolve on all its mem- 
bers, and entertaining more especially a sincere desire 
to contrihute in some measure to the permanent wel- 
fare of the community among whom my life has heen 
spent, I give to my friends. Doctor Joshua Eiley, Jo- 
siah Dent, William Laird, Jr., William L. Dunlop, 
and William A. Gordon, Jr., and to their survivors 
and successors forever, the sum of fiftv thousand dol- 
lars in trust, to found, estahlish, and maintain, in 
Georgetown, under such conditions and regulations as ' 
fhey may from time to time prescribe and ordain, a 
free school for the education and Instruction of indi- 
gent white hoys and youths of said Georgetown in use- 
ful learning, and in the spirit and practice of Christian 
virtue ; and I advise and direct that said school fund, 
with all its additions and accretions, except what may 
be required to provide necessary accommodations for 
said school, shall, as favorable opportunity may offer, 
be invested and kept invested in unincumbered real 
estate, situated in said Georgetown, yielding good 
rents, and free from all doubt or dispute as to the 
title thereof on the security of such real estate ; and 
that, in no case of investment on such security, shall 
the sum invested exceed in amount two-thirds of the 
estimated cash value of the proj)erty by which it is se- 
cured. And I further request and enjoin my said 
trustees that, whenever from any cause a vacancy may 
eadst in their body, the remaining trustees shall, with- 
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out unnecessary delay, fill the same; so that the num- 
ber of trustees of said school fund shall never be less 
than five ; and that, in order to perpetuate this trust, 
the said trustees shall, as soon as may be, cause them- 

selves to he legally incorporated for the purposes here- 
of, under a suitable name and with all needful powers 
and immunities. And it is my wish, finally, that my 
iadopted son, Edward Linthicum Dent, should he at- 
tain to manhood, shall be elected to fill the first var 
eancv thercufter existin<j- in said board of ti ustees.* 

" And, by a final provision of his will, Mr. Linthi- 
cum contingently dedicated the entire residue of his 
estate, after payment of a few small legacies, to the 
same beneficent uses. 

"In obedience to tlic injunction ot" the testator, the 
trustees, witliout delay, applied for an act of incor- 
poration to the CouLTcss of the United States, in the 
winter of 1870 ; and a bill for that purpose passed the 
House of Representatives without objection, but, under 
adverse influences, failed in tlie Senate. The trustees 
then applied to the legislative avssembly of the District 
of Columbia for a similar grant, which was duly ac- 
corded to them. Under this charter, the board of 
trustees of the Linthicum Institute of Georgetown was 
formerly organized on the 7th of September. 1872, 
and at once proceeded to arrange tor active operations. 

"On the 19th of i^ovember, 1872, however, the 
trustees received from the board of trustees of the 
public schools of Georgetown, through J. Ormond Wil- 
son, Esq., superintendent, the following overtures for 
the location of the institute in the new school build- 
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in ST, the erection of which , on corner of Second and 
Potomac Streets, was then under consideration : 

To JosiAH Dent, Doctor Joshua Rilet, W. L. Duxlop, 

W. Laird, Jr., and William A. Gordon, Jr., 

Trustees of the Linthicum Institute, 
" Gentlemex : I am directed, by the board of soliool 
trustees of the city of Georgetown, to submit for jour 
conBideration the following : , 
Yon are already aware, through informal confer- 
ences with the board, of their design to build a large 
and imposing scliool-house on the premises 0]>posite 
St. John's Church, said premises being situated be- 
tween High and Market Streets, with a width of about 
one hundred and twentj-fivefeet, extending from Sec- 
ond to Third Streets; the house to cost about sixty 
tljousaud, and the ground not less than thirteen thou- 
sand. 

To increase the usefulness of this enterprise, it is 
proposed to set apart, free from rent, a room on the 
ground floor of the main front of said building, for the 

use and purposes of the Linthicum Institute, and also 
one for the establishment of the Peabody Library, so 
arranged as to have each institution under the exclu- 
sive control of the respective boards of trustees, with 
the riglit to manage their own affairs in their own way, 
and to withdraw therefrom at pleasure. 

"In the department devoted to the purpose of the 
Linthicum Institute, there will be added a laboratory 
and other conveniences for scientific lectures and for 
such school purposes as it is understood the trustees 
design to establish and maintain. 
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**It is proposed to combine under one roof the three 
institutions, each preserving its iiidepeiulencv ut' the 
other, and each, under separate and distinct control, 
believing that the usefolnesB aad eiiicacy of each will 
thereby be greatly enbanoed. 

** To aid in carrying out the proposed plan, the board 
of trustees ot" the Georgetown schools propose to bor- 
row of the trustees of the Linthicum Institute, the sum 
of fifty thousand dollars, at the rate of eight per cent 
per annum, payable semi-annually ; the principal to be 
refunded at the pleasure of the board, at any time 
after five veal's, in sums not less than five thousand dol- 
lars; said payments to be secured on the property to be 
improved, and the money borrowed to be expended 
thereon ; the funds to be placed in the hands of a third 
party, to be expended as needed for the building, and 
to bear interest from the date of delivery, or to be 
taken by the board of school trustees as needed ; and 
the amount so taken to bear interest from the date of 
delivery. It is understood that the fund belonging to 
the Linthicum Institute is in certain bonds (as stated 
at the informal meeting), and that they are to be re- 
ceived at par by the school authorities. 

It is important that the board of school trustees 
be informed, at your earliest convenience, of your ac- 
tion in reference to the proposition herein stated. 
"I am, gentlemen, very respectfully, 

your obedient servant, 

W, W. CURTIS, Secretary, 

" By order of the Board of School Trustees of Georgetown. 

** These overtures were favorably received, and it 
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was finally stipulated that, in consideration of a loan 
by tbe institute to the pul)lic school board of forty thou- 
sand dollars secured by Ilea or mortgage on the school 
property, suitable accommodatioiis for the use of the 
institate should be provided in the projected school 
building. 

"This arran element, of course, was productive of 
delay iu opening tbe institute^ and also of important 
changes in its plan. It soon became apparent that the 
greater development and increased accommodations 
for common school education in Georgetown, which 
would be secured by the erection of this central and 
spacious scliool editice, would satisfy present wants in 
respect to day schools for our children. But there is 
a class of boys and youths of more advanced years, to 
whose circumstances these schools are not suited — 
whose necessities require them to spend the day in 
work rather than in school. And to this class the trust- 
ees turned their attention as the most needy and wor- 
thy beneficiaries of Mr. Linthicum's benevolent pro- 
vision. They concluded to establish an evening school, 
to which, after the daily toil is ended, they niay resort 
for such practical instructions as will quality them for 
the active duties and bunness of life. So soon, there- 
fore, as the new edifice was ready for occupancy, a 
school was organized with three competent teachers, 
for the instruction of classes from seven to nine o'clock, 
every evening, except Saturday and Sunday, in the 
following studies, viz: Penmanship, Book-keeping, 
Drawing, Arithmetic, Geometry, Chemistry and Phy- 
sics, the two last being taught experimet>tal|y. Th§ 
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school was opened auspicionsly on the let of October, 

1875, in the rooms in the Curtis School Buil(hn<2: pro- 
vided for the use of the institute, under the arrange- 
ment referred to above. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

The chronicler, avaihng himself of the admintble 
report of Samuel Yorke AtLee, Esq., made to the 
board of trustees in 1876, concerning the public schools 
of Georgetown, makes the following extracts in rela- 
tion to public education, showing how the system com- 
menced and gradually progressed in the town. 

LANCASTERIAN SCHOOL. 

Georgetown had been settled sixty years before 
public attention was turned to the necessity of edu- 
cation, and it is especially worthy of notice that the 

movement originated amongst the people. 

"About a hundred citizens, neither so rich or so 
poor as to be indiiferent to the general welfare, formed 
themselves into a society for the purpose of imparting 
to the citizens of Qeoi getown * the advantages of edu- 
cation according to the system devised by Joseph Lan- 
caster;" and for defraying the expenses thereof, they 
agreed to contribute annually about one thousand dol- 
lars. They no doubt considered that amount amply 
sufficient to sustain a school, after complete organiza- 
tion ; but they soon discovered that to begin such an 
undertaking, to purchase a lot, to build a house, and 
to supply the necessary furniture, would require addi- 
tional resources. 
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**To obtuin such additional resources, the Lancaster 
Society, through their trustees, memorialized the cor- 
poration. Some response must have been given to 
that memorial, but we have searched the municipal 
journal in vain to find it. The memorialists represented 
a largo nunihor of respectable and influential constit- 
uents of the corporate authorities, and it is not at all 
probable that their request was treated with indiiieiv 
ence. Legislation, however, seems, by general con- 
sent, to have been suspended, and meanwhile * a square 
of ground was conveyed by the Kev. Leonard Neale 
to certain persona (the Lancaster Society) for the pur- 
pose of carrying ou a public system of education.' The 
Lancaster Society, under these circumstances, and will- 
ing to put oif as long as possible recourse to the pub- 
lic treasury, may perhaps have withdrawn tln/ir me- 
morial and coniined their eli'orts to the erection of a 
school-house. 

These eltbrts were successful, and in June, 1811, 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen, and common council- 
men, officially attended the procession of the Lancas- 
ter Society for the purpose of laying the corner-stone 
of the school-house. In five montlis the huildinir was 
completed, and a school was begun Novendjer 18th, 
1811, under Mr. Bobert Ould, and contained, before 
the lapse of many weeks, three hundred and forty 
boys and girls under tuition. 13 ut the trustees disap- 
proved of this indiscriminate crowding «)!" ])oth sexes 
in one room, and to correct that irregularity, as well 
as to accommodate the throng daily seeking admis- 
sion, they renewed their application to the * Worship- 
s' 
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ful Corporation.' The trustees congratulated the au- 
thorities on the success of *a phin of education so 
plain, so unembarrassed, and so ready of execution,' 
which had been proved by the proficiency of the schol- 
arB, and the increasing reputation of the school; ex- 
pressed their serious objections to an intercourse of 
the sexes in an assemhlaa^e so large and so ])roMns('U- 
ous; and as the school-house could not acfouunodate 
all the applicants for tuition, they asked the aid of the 
legal guardians and representatives of the town to- 
wards carrying into effect a plan already ' digested,' 
which would enlarge the accommodations for the boys 
and extend the facilities of instruction to the girls. 

^* Either from pride or diilidence, the trustees did 
not announce this digested plan, but endeavored to 
propitiate the good will of the city fathers by present- 
ing, as a sulgect of general regret and sorrowful re- 
flection, that females, the distinguislied ornaments of 
creation, should experience that neglect of education, 
unhappily too prevalent towards them throughout the 
world. Following this eloquent a|)[)eal a petition was 
read, signed by ninety-live subscribers to the " Lancas- 
ter School Fund,' all constituents, respectable, influen- 
tial, and legal voters. This petition frankly repre- 
sented that *an addition to the Lancaster School, for 
the accommodation of the female scholars, would be a 
public good, and prayed for an appropriation of money 
Butticient to build such an addition as would accom- 
modate two hundred female scholars.' 

** Neither of these papers hear any date, but the or- 
dinance of May 12th, 1812. is so perfectly responsive 
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to both, that we need not hesitate to assign to them a 
date prior to the date tliercot'. 

** That ordinance appropriated the sum of one thou- 
sand doUaro, to be given to the trustees of the Lan- 
caster School, for the express j^urpose of enabling them 
to erect an addition to their present school-house to 
accommodate the females of said school, and pre- 
scribed the materials and dimensions of the additional 
building, which was to be so constructed as to accom- 
modate two hundred and fifty scholars, at the least. 
A proviso attached to the ordinance betrayed the fear 
of censorious animadvensioii. The one thousand dol- 
lars was to be paid in annual instalments of two hund- 
red dollars, so that public indignation might be soothed 
by the long credit, for the last instalment would not be 
payable until May, 1816. 

"But tlie result of this legishitiun relieved tlie cor- 
poration from all fears of censure, and the Lancaster 
Bchool had, meanwhile, ditt'used its meliorative influ- 
ences so widely, that the councils felt authorized to 
manifest their ^i^ood will in a more decided manner. 
Some months bet'oiv the hist instalment of two hund- 
red dollars was due, an ordinance, of October 6, Iblb, 
provided that, instead of the trifling annuity thereto- 
fore allowed to the Lancaster School, there should 
thereafter be paid, yearly and every year, to the trust- 
ees thereof, the sum of one thousand doUais, lor the 
pm'pose of iissisting the said trustees in defraying the 
expenses of the school. The conditions annexed to 
the grant were, that the trustees should receive all des- 
titute children and cause them to be educated ; that 
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all children, on completing their edncation, should be 
l)oiin(l out according to the laws in force in the coun- 
try; tliat an annual report of the condition of tlie 
school be made by the trustees, and that the schools 
should be subject to occasional visits of four persons 
out of the councils, for the purpose of inspecting the 
opei-ation tliereof, and to see that order and morality 
were maintained, as well in as out of the school. 

" For nine years the schools were carried on iu bar- 
mony and to the satisfaction of the community and of 
the corporate authorities. The annual reports must 
have been regularly made by the trustees, but, although 
tlie utmost freedom of search amongst tlic archives of 
Georgetown was allowed to me by their custodian, 
Mr. Surveyor Forsyth, with the assistance of Mr. J. J. 
Bogue, an intelligent and polite coadjutor, not one of 
them could be found. The Lancaster Society seems 
to have left everythinii: relatinfi^ to the schools to the 
discretion of the trustees, and those gentlemen did 
not, it seemsy suppose that the monotonous routine of 
school-keeping could ever become a subject of inquiry. 
We are, therefore, left to infer or to conjecture the 
proceedings of the sschool trustees from the records of 
muni c i pal legislation. 

" During this period, the corporation was admon- 
ished of the danger of trane^gressing the line of secular 
policy in relation to schools. Application for aid in 
maintaining a free school was made by a religious so- 
ciety. An appropriation of two hundred dollars was 
granted; and the lot on which the school-house stood 
was exempted from taxes. But these favors were soon 
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afterwards withheld. The feelings of the American 
people are deeply and sincerely religious, but their 
theological opinions are not concordant. Conscience 
and worship are both equally free, and the increase 
and prosperity of each church are dependent, exclu- 
sively, on private liberality and enterprise. 

"For thirty-two ycius tlie Lancasterian School bad 
been sustained by private contribution and municipal 
aid. The list of subscribers to the Lancaster School 
Fund exhibited the names of few survivors, and those 
few could not, fairly, be expected to make good the 
deficiencies in the fund with their individual otierings. 
They had nobly volunteered to do a good work, and 
had done it well. They had broken up the fallow 
ground, ploughed the field, and sowed the seed, and 
the successive harvests had supplied an entire genera- 
tion with intellectual and moral nourishment. Their 
feilow-citizcns appreciated their beneticent labors, and, 
prompted by public opinion, the municipality passed 
the ordinance of December 31, 1842. 

"This ordinance declared that the schools then in 
operation, and supported by appropriations of the pub- 
lic money, be taken under the exclusive care of the 
corporate authority, and that guardians thereof be an- 
nually appointed, in joint meeting of the two boards, 
on the first Monday in January; 

" That the guardians of the Georgetown school 
should consist of seven members, two, at least, of 
whom shall be members of the corporation, and were 
thereby invested with full powers to keep and manage 
said sdioolB in such manner as they should deem best ; 
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** And that, soon as the organization of the board 

of guardians shall liave l)een reported to the mayor, 
the elerk of tlie corporation was authorized and di- 
i-ected to transfer and pay the amoants appropriated 
for education to said goardians. 

OEORGETOWV SCHOOL. 

" AV^ho constituted tlie first hoard of tlie George- 
town schools is not shown by the legishitive record. 
The regular animal appropriation of one thousand dol- 
lars allowed by the ordinance of October 6, 1815, seems 
to have been enough to defray expenses; for, up to 
Novemher, 1847, only two appropriations, amounting 
to three hundred and fifty dollars, were rcMjuired. 
The guardians kept no journal of their meetirjgs, neither 
was there found on file any copy of their periodical re- 
ports or other document. 

"In 1848, however, that omission was supplied; 
and until the consolidation of 1874, there is a contin- 
uous narrative of twenty-six yeai*s. The board of 
guardians for 1848 met on the 5th of January, and 
were duly organized. The removal of the schools to 
other rooms was the onlv remarkable event in their 
administration until Septend)er, wlien they were served 
with a copy of a joint resolution, directiTiir the guard- 
ians to chaise and receive pay for all scholars whose 
parents or guardians are, in the opinion of a majority 
of the board, able to pay not exceeding one dollar a 
month foi" the general use of" the schools. Whereu|)on, 
the board ordered. That the principals of tlie sciiool 
furnish lists of their respective scholars from which the 
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board may ascertain whose parents may be able to pay 
for the tuition of their chihhen. These directions 
were not agreeable to the board ; for do further men- 
tion of nor allusion to the subject appears on the min- 
utes. Tnquisif orial duties were imposed on them which 
no American gentleman could possibly perform; and 
the councils, by their silence, seemed to attribute the 
adoption of the joint resolution to inadvertence. 

From 1848 to 1858 was an era of good feeling for 
the teachers, for their salaries were twice raised ; but 
the unfair discrimination shown against the * ornaments 
of creation ' in the cjradation of salaries recalls the 
' sorrowful reflection ' suggested by Mr. Robert Bev- 
erley. The principal teacher of the male school was 
allowed iive hundred and fifty dollars, while the prin- 
cipal teacher of the female school was allowed only 
one-half that amount, two hundred and seventv-five 
dollars, which was, moreover, fifty dollars less than 
the salary of the assistant teaclier of the male school. 

The corporation having been informed, in 1849, 
by the board, that the interests of the schools required 
more ample accommodations than those attbrded by 
the hall of the Vigilant Fire Company, passed the 
ordinance of August 11th, 1849, appropriating twelve 
hundred dollars for the purchase of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church on Montgomery Street^ and an ad- 
ditional amount, not exceeding eight hundred dollars, 
for adapting the same to the comfortable acconnnoda- 
tion of the schools. The purchase and alterations 
must have been promptly made. Tlie day, however, 
when it was first occupied by the schools is not men- 
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tioned, but the minutes of November 9, 1850, are 
dated * at the new school house.' In the ordinance 

}>nreli{i8ing this Imililiiig, there was a provision that 
the tru«t(M's were to pay interest, annual l.v, on the two 
thousand dullars to the corporation; but this condi- 
tion does not appear to have been insisted on, and was 
formally repealed in 1852. 

"In 1851 the councils appropriated, at the request 
of the board, seventy-five dollai-s for tlie purcliasc of 
premiums at the annual exhibition, but in 1852 they 
did not feel able to aiford such an expenditure ; and, 
but for the geneixjsity of Mr. W. W. Corcoran, whose 
fatlier, forty-tliice years before, made the first a|i[)cal 
to the corporate authorities on behalf of the public 
schools, tlie children would have been sorely disap- 
pointed. Mr. Corcoran sent one hundred dollars to 
the board for the purchase of premiums, and annually 
repeated his donation as long as it was needed. 

"In September, 1853, the board ordered that Mr. 
Craig, the principal teacher of the male school, be al- 
lowed live dollars to purchase instruments for pulling 
teeth. The extraction of teeth was not a punishment, 
but the toothache was such a common excuse for ne- 
glect of lessons and for non-attendance at school, that 
Mr. Craig came to the conclusion that the removal of 
the otiending member was the best way of maintain- 
ing discipline. *And it was astonishing,* said the 
trustee who explained this entry, * it was astonishing 
to see the business he did ! ()d')ntal<i:ia became so 
contagious or fashionable that Mr. Craig soon tilled a 
quart-cup, more or leas, with trophies of his dentistry.' 
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The ooundls having heen asked for one thousand 

dollars, responded by appropriating two thonsand five 
hundred dollars for school expenses in 1855, and the 
board, having received it, set a})art thereof enough to 
pay incidental expenses, and divided the rest pro rata 
amongst the teachers. In May, 1856, there was some 
correspondence between the ])oard and the corpora- 
tion, in tlie course of wliich it a[»peai*ed that the board 
of trustees bad never kei>t any account-book, and 
were, therefore, unable to submit to the council a state- 
ment of receipts and expenditures. They had de- 
pended entirely on tlie books kept by the clerk of tlie 
corporation, but ' they ex[)e('tc!d to present, it" neces- 
sary,' at the end (^f the year, a full and accurate ex- 
hibit of the condition of the school fund. In regard 
to the personnel of the school, they reported one hund- 
red and lifty males enrolled, with an average attend- 
ance of one hundred and twelve ; and eighty feniaU's 
enrolled, with an average attendance of sixty. The 
report at the end of the year stated the number of 
males enrolled at one hundred and fifty-eight, with an 
averajre attendance of one hundred and nineteen ; and 
that duriui; the vear tiftv had been admitted and fiftv- 
two withdrawn. Of the females seventv-one were en- 
rolled, with an average attendance of fifty-dx; and 
that during the year sixty-one had been admitted and 
fiftv-three withdrawn. 

"This irregular attendance was to he, no doubt, 
attributed in ])art to the crowded benches. The two 
school rooms had each been partitioned into two, and 
although the change at first conduced to order and 

88 
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good discipline, the wiBh of the board to admit as 

many as possibly could he seated, neutnilized tliese ad- 
vantages. These inconveniences became so embar- 
raseing, that in March, 1857, the board commnnicated 
to the councils their desire to establish an additional 
school at an estimated expense of nine hundred and 
thirty-five doUars. But the proxinuite iiimruipal elec- 
tion and the hope of aid IVom Congress induced the 
corporation to postpone legislation on the subject. 
Meanwhile, the board sought to obtain from the voters 
at tlie polls voluntary donations in behalf of the pub- 
lic schools. The attempt failed; but the board soon 
presented an argument that convinced everybody of 
the necessity of enlar^ng the scope of their adminis- 
tration. 

** At the meeting in January, 1856, it was' determ- 
ined to canvass the city, so as to ascertain what pro- 
portion of the children, between five and eighteen 
' years of - age, attended school. In April the canvasser 
reported the whole number of such children at two 
thousand two hundred and seventy-eight ; six hundred 
and seventy-nine of whom were in private schools, 
and four hundred and sixty-one were in public, free, 
and parish scliools ; total, one thousand one hundred 
and forty; leaving one thousand one hundred and 
thirty-eii^ht, almost exactly half, of the juvenile popu- 
lation entirely without means of learning. The pub- 
lication of this census dispersed all objections. In 
one week afterwards, the board were informed that 
the remainder of the school fund was made subject to 
their order, for the jaupose of building a new school- 
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house, and a coniinittee was at once instructed to se- 
lect a site. This was not done, howew i-, until June, 

1859, when the purchase of the lot ou the corner of 
High and Market Streets was consammated. The 
phm of the new bnildingwas agreed on in April, 

1860, and the contract was awarded in the following 
May, but it was not occupied before Septeniber, 18G3, 
for this was a time of great political distress and per- 
plexity. The building cost about three thousand dol- 
lars; and the expenditure for lot, furniture, salaiies, 
and other indispensable outlay, must have made up a 
total not less than five thousand dollars. 

" Tlie year 1864 lifted up on high the * ornaments 
of creation for every teacher elected was a * female.' 
Even the senior and junior male classes were put under 
their control. But the board seemed still to be influ- 
enced by the traditionary undervaluation of woman's 
services, and reduced the salary of the teacher of the 
senior male school to seven hundred and fifty dollars 
— fifty dollai's less than allowed to the male teacher 
ever since 1856. The scale adopted was, however, an 
evidence of [)^'ogress, generally, and was fixed at a 
more equitabU standard than theretofore. 

" Music Was very cautiously introduced into the 
schools. On the 7th of October, 1857, it was ordered 
by the board that * the children, or such of them as 
would agree, may be taught music at their own ex- 
p( use.' In the following December, Mr. Magee stated 
that 'a large nund)er of theschulars had phu-ed them- 
selves under Mr. Hunter, who was teaching them 
music scientiiiically, and that their progress was a 
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source of congratnliition." In Angn?it, 18(30, * periiiis- 
eiou was given lor the iiiti'oduction of singing into the 

• 

BchoolSy provided such arraDgements be made without 
expense to the board.* In Ai)ril, 1863, Mr. Magee 
was instructed ' to converse with Mr. Daniel, music 
teacher, on tlie suhject of giving instructiou to tlie 
town schools.' In 1864, a music master was included 
in the academic staiF, at a salary of one hundred and 
fifty dollars. 

"From 1865 to 1870, the administration of the 
board received numv tokens of ]»uhlic a[>probation. 
The ladies held a fair for the benetit of the schools, in 
April, 1866 ; and Mr. Magee handed to the guardians 
the net proceeds thereof (four hundred dollars), with 
a recoinnicudation that it ]>e devoted to the estal)Hsh- 
ment of a library for the schools. The board approved 
the recommendation ; but when they took under con- 
sideration the room to be provided for the books, the 
librarian to be appointed and paid to distribute and to 
take care of tliem, and the ])iuder's bill for occasional 
repairs, the [>roject was given up, and, with the con- 
sent of the ladies, the money was spent foi* a piano 
for use in tlie higher schools. Major George Hill, Jr., 
also presented to the six schools as many beautiful silk 
Hags, and Captain Thomas Brown gave nme neatly 
bound volumes suitable for preuiiums. All these 
donors were tendered the thanks of the board. 

^* New schools were the chief topic at the meetings 
of the guardians, and the aid of the corporation was 
again invoked; and a lot, on Pros[»ect Street, about 
to be sold at that time, was withdrawn from mai'ket 
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and transleiTtMl to the board. Meanwhile, room was 
made for thirty scholars more in each of the schools 
in the High Street baildlDg, and the necessary assis- 
tant teachers were added to the preceptoral force. In 
1808, the corporation appropriated fourteen hundred 
dolhirs ibr the schools, and oi'dered that city stock be 
issued to the amount of twenty thousand dollars, the 
proceeds of which were to be placed to the credit of 
the school fund. Proposals for a building were at once 
invited, and of seven, the lowest was for nine thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty-seven dollars, and a 
contriu't was accordingly executed. 

« In 1868, 1869, and 1870, Congress was memorial- 
ized for help, but neither money nor land was availa- 
ble for the District schools, although millions of acres 
W ere allotted ibr maintaining schools in the States and 
Territories of the Union. In 1869, the teachers' sala- 
ries were advanced twenty-iive per cent, and the 
schools were graded as grammar, intermediate, sec- 
ondary, and primary. About forty children having 
been reported as awaiting admission on granted per- 
mits, two half schools, (jf thirty scholars each, were or- 
ganized in the High Street building, and the requisite 
assistant teachers elected. 

« During this period a law had been passed, levying 
a tax of twentv-tive cents on each one hundred dollars 
of assessed property lor tlie public schools, which 
yielded about twelve thousand dollars a year. Out of 
the proceeds the corporation was to be reimbursed for 
the stock issued in 1868. 

*' In 1871, the board began their administi'ation lull 
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fifty thousand dollars for establisliiiig schools for free 
inBtnictlon to the children of that city. The negotia- 
tions preliminary to tliis union were not encouraging, 
but an arrangement satisfactory to all ])artie8 was 
iiiiallv ai^rocd to. and the nionnnient of tliat satisfac- 
torv arran<;'c'iut'nt is the Curtis school-]i( >iise. In that 
P]»:i( i<>ns and elegant building, named in honor of Mr. 
W. W. Curtis, president of the existing board, are 
ample accommodations for the Peabody Library, which 
now consists of about iifteen hundred volumes, with 
space for five thousand more. There are also, for the 
use of the Linthicum Institute, rooms for scholastic 
exercises and for public teachers. The rest of the edi- 
fice is occupied by eight public schools. Mr. Adolph 
Cluss was the architect. 

"In 1873 a new primary si-hool, the sixtli. was es- 
tablished, and the board estimated the ex|)enditure8 
for the year ending June 30, 1875, at eighteen thou- 
sand dollars ; but their proceedings were again inter- 
rupted by a remodilication of the local government. 
Bv act of June 20, 1874. the Territory was transmuted 
into a province, and the administration thereof was 
invested in a triumvirate commission. The Commis- 
sioners consolidated the school boards of Washington, 
Georgetown, and of the county into one board of nine- 
teen trustees, ele\'en of wliom were to he residents of 
Wasiiingtou, three of Georgetown, and five of the 
county. This board has jurisdiction over all the pub- 
lic schools of the District, without discrimination of 
color. Every change of official management, howso- 
ever advantageous, is disagreeable lo persons accus- 
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tomed to the old routine; and this chancre was, no 
doubt, inconvenient to some. But experience lias rec- 
onciled all. Instead of many different organizations 
for a similar purpose, the entire District contributes 
all its resources, and concentrates all its energies to a 
single end, and all harmoniously co-operate in meas- 
ures productive of more general good. 

^ The following statement exhibits the condition of 



the schools in Georgetown : 

Number of scholars 1,439 

Number of teachers : male, 1 ; female, 

21 22 

Balaries of teachers $ 17,200 00 

Expenditures, including payment of pre- 
vious debts 89,107 15 

Receipts 83,037 30 

Value of school property 187,850 00 

Average cost, each scholar 22 80 



The history of the schools in Georgetown embraces 
sixty-six years, during which period we have seen, 

despite all vicissitudes, annual improvement. The 
trustees never neglected their duties. Out of nearly 
four hundred meetings, tliere were not twenty non- 
quorums. No one Reemed to consider his appointment 
as a sinecure, but discharged his high duties with 
fidelity and industry. The places of numy of these 
faithful sei'vants have heen vacate<l by death or other 
casualty, but as examples of oihcial punctuality and 
energy we recall the names of Brown, Shoemaker, 
Jewell, Tennev, Bangs, Osbom, Magee, Addison, 

34 
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Hyde, Ould, Adler, Marbury, Beall, King, Magrnder, 
Dun lop, Ramaburg, Cartis, and Moftat. 

** The guardians never * despised the day of small 
things.' Tliey were just as solicitous for the welfare 
of the humble Lancasterian iSchool as they oould have 
been for that of a renowned nniverBity. They took a 
heart interest in the scholars, and, in their treatment 
of them, seemed to hear in mind that they were soon 
to become their fellow-citizens. Allusions to their 
gratuitous tuition were never obtrusively made, and 
nowhere on their minutes or on any document can be 
found the word * pauper.' * Charity scholars' was used 
in an ordinance of 1812, but the epithet was never 
repeated. It was ordained^ indeed l)y tlie corporation, 
that the scholars, after completing their education, 
were to be ' bound out,' according to the laws of the 
country, and that parents able to pay for their chil- 
dren's f ailion should be required to do so ; but neither 
provision was ever insisted on. Indeed, the 'free' 
schools of Georgetown were, from the beginning, ani- 
mated with a patriotic and independent spirit. 

*^ The Corporation of Georgetown was always friendly 
to the schools, and assured their success by its en lights 
ened policy. It was, intU ed, cautious at times, as it 
behooved delegated authority to be, but the solicited 
aid was never refused. 

Georgetown has now seventeen public schools, 
containing about fifteen hundred scholars ; but a large 
proportion of her juvenile population is unprovided 
with schools, and it is inipossil>le for that city to sup- 
ply them. The necessity of education and the inade- 
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quacy of lier resources to impart it have l)een repeat- 
edly made known to Congrtjss, but no relief haa been 
granted. Lands worth more than a hundred millions 
of dollars have heen given to the States for universi- 
ties and schools ; and even to the Territories more than 
thirty million acres have been granted for like uses, 
but not a section nor a rood to the District of Col- 
umbia 1" 
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Oak Hill Gemetbrt, and Gbnebositt or W. W. Cobcobait 
— HoLTBOOD GbmbtbrT'-Pbesbytbbian Bitrtixq-Qboitkd — 
Mbthodist BuBTiira-GRouKB. 

Oak Hill Cemeterj, located on the heights of town 
and bordering on Bock Creek was, previous to it oc- 
cupancy as a cemetery, known to our old residents as 

" PaiTott's Woods and the hills, covered with lofty 
oaks, extended their shady bowers in every direction. 
It was the play ground of the school-boy, and the resort 
of the weaiy citizen from the cares and turmoils of 
city life. Many of our citizens who, when boys, have 
roiii[ted and played under the \vide spreading oaks, 
gathering aeoriis in playful mirth, or hunted over the 
ground with dog and gun, Uttle thought that it would 
be their final resting place under that Divine injunc- 
tion — dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return." 
This ffrove was dedicated hv eomi n<>n consent to the 
celebration of the 4th of »Iuly, wlicre the Sunday school 
children of our town were wont to assemble and cele- 
brate the birthday ot* American liberty in prose and 
song; but their voice of music is no longer heard, and 
wafted bv the western breeze to the shores of the At^ 
lantic ; neither do we hear the bursts of eloquence 
which flowed from the lips of the impassioned orator 
when mind infused itself into mind, but in their stead, 
silence reigns supreme. Some of the towering oaks 
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have been leveled with the ground, and the willow 
and the cypress will supply their place, and the ont- 

epreadiiig branches and sombre foliage oi" the funeral 
yew will be planted there. 

This cemetery owes its origin to Col. William W. 
Corcoran, a native and former resident of George- 
town, who conceived the idea of laying out a burial- 
place for the public good ; and, consequently, he pur- 
chased fifteen acres of land of Lewis Washington, of 
Jefferson County, Virginia ; and when the charter of 
the Oak Hill Cemetery Company was passed by Con- 
gress on the dd day of March, 1849, he generously 
conveyed this land to the company for the purpose of 
a cemetery. More land has since been added, until 
the number of acres have increased to thirty-six; and 
the whole is divided into lots of such sizes as to suit 
the means of every family. The number of lots sold 
up to the present time exceeds twelve thousand, and 
the iiuniljer of interments tour tliousand. 

The generous donor who originated the cemetery, 
has continued his beneficent donations from time to 
time, in laying out and embellishing the grounds at 
his own expense. There has always appeared to be a 
silent effort niade to burv in oblivion what ever was 
done by Col. Cprcor^n towards the cemetery, until a 
committee was appointed by the lot-holders, February, 
1869. When they became aware of the fact, that the 
records of the company aflbrded no account of the ori- 
gin of tlie cemetery, at the time of its institution, now 
twenty-eight years ago, it was known to all that the 
originator of the cemetery was CoL Corcoran, and that 
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to his taste and rnuniticeiice, the cornpaiij are indebted 
for this beautiful burial phace. The t^eneral kaowl- 
edge and recognition of the fact was probably the rea- 
son why it was not made a matter of special record 

on the journal of the company ; but this omission, has, 
no doubt, been remedied, and the history of the ori- 
gin of the cemetery has been engrossed on the books 
of the company. 

From the record of the investii^ation bv the com- 
inittee appointed to examine into the affairs of tlie 
cemetery company, it has been ascertained that the 
following donations have been made by Col. Corcoran: 

Expenditares in purchase of land June 

7th, 1848 f 8,000 00 

Expenditures for dwelling house and 

chapel, from 1850 to 18o3 9,400 10 

Expenditures for iron railing, from 

1852 to 1853 3,582 54 

Expenditures for improving grounds ••• 24,176 28 

Ditto for various other purposes 79,841 08 



Making a total of ^120,000 00 

The committee expressed their surprise that no rec- 
ord whatever is to be found of these original donations, 
either on the journal or account-books, and would beg 

to recommeiKi that suitable entrius be made of all 
these matters before anything else is done. If this has 
not been done, the chronicler will record them in his 
book, to be read as long as his book will last. 

If we take a stroll through the cemetery, we find 
that neatness and order reigns supreme. The lots are 
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laid out with niatlieinatical skill, the most of them 
containing three hundred sqoare feet of ground; 
others, again, have a larger number of square feet, and 

are suitable foi* the erection of a vault or mausoleum. 
"We see liere the granite monument erected to E. M. 
b tan ton, the great War Secretary- of President Lin- 
coln, who died on 24 December, 1869; also the monu- 
ment to General Jesse Lee Reno, who fell at the bat- 
tle of South Mountain, on the 14 September, lSb2 ; 
also a spacious tomb to Samuel Hooper, a Representa- 
tive from Massachusetts, who died February 14, 1875 ; 
and a monument to Bodisco, the Russian Minister, 
who died Jannarv 28th, 1854 ; also to Charles B. Fisk, 
the chief engineer of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, 
who completed it to Cumberland. A lofty monument 
is erected to Fowler, who died at sea in 1850. Intes- 
tate and unmarried, his heirs in the District of Col- 
umbia inherited his fortune, and eivcted this monu- 
ment to his memory. There are two mausoleums in 

ft.' 

the eemetei'v ; one erected by Col. Corcoran ; the other 
is the Van Ness mausoleum^ transferred from H Street, 
Washington City, and said to be a copy of the temple 
of Vesta. This tomb is constructed of stone, and is an 
open dome with pillars, and a deep vault beneath; 
and is said to have cost thirty-four thousand dollars. 
Just in the rear of the chapel is a monument erected 
to the memory of Ma^or George Peter, who died June 
22d, 18(n. lie eonnnanded tlie Artillery Company 
from Geoi'getown at tlie battle of Bladensburg, on 24 
August, 1814. John Kurtz was 1st lieutenant, the 
late Judge Morsell was 2d lieutenant, James A. Ma- 
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gnider was 3d lieutenant. Major Peter, after the war, 
represented Lis district in Congress for several years. 

HOLTROOD CBMRTERT. 

This cemeterv is situated at tlie junction of High, 
Fayette, and Madison Streets, and embi aees several 
acres of groand. It is situated on a high elevation, 
from which a full view of Washington and George- 
town, and all [)art8 of the District, can he obtained. 
It is a lovely place for a city of tlie dead ; and when 
laid out into lots and graveled walks, with a planta- 
tion of trees, will compare with any cemetery in the 
District in beauty and location. To improve a ceme- 
tery requires considerable labor and money, which 
rnifjht be raised bv the ladies of tlie conscresration do- 
ing as the ladies of the Presbyterian congregation did 
when their cemetery was in a state of dilapidation — 
going to the lot holders and collecting five dollars 
from one, and ten from another ; and those who were 
not able to pay, to give a few days' hil)or in the ceme- 
tery. In this way Holyrood woubl soon ini|jrove in 
appearance, and become a resort foi strangers as well 
as the citizens of the town. Certainly, those who are 
lot holders ought to take a pride in beautifying the 
grounds. One could plant flowers, another trees, 
others could gravel the walks. 

PRESBYTERIAN BURYINO-GROUND. 

This cerneterv lies between Fourtli and Fifth and 
Market and Frederick Streets, in Georgetown, in 

square number , on the new map, and is probably 

the oldest buiying-ground in the town. 
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The following communication was published in our 

town paper some forty years past : 

" Mr. Editor ; Once in a year, for many years ]ia3t, 
have I made a pilgrimage to the grave-yard (belong- 
ingy I believe, to the congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the northwestern part of Georgetown,) to 
drop a silent tear upon the tombs of departed cliil- 
dren and friends; but language cannot describe my 
feelings on visiting the mansions of the dead a few 
days since. It would have been difficult to believe 
that the grounds belonged to a Christian conununity 
had I not known that they did. The broken fences, 
open gates, and grazing cattle upon tlie very grass that 
flourished over the bosoms of departed worth \ the marks 
of sacriligious destruction upon the monumental pile 
by idle, rude, and vulgar hands, sickened my very 
soul, and almost determined me not to be 1»ni ied in 
a place appropriated for the dead, or even to allow a 
turf to mark the spot where my remains may rest. 

A NON-RBSIDENT.»» 

When the above comniunicatiou made its appear- 
ance, a number of ladies of the Presbyterian congre- 
gation called a meeting of the lot holders, and determ- 
ined to have the grounds placed in a suitable condi- 
tion ; for that purpose they iiKule collections among 
the lot holdei*8, and had a new fence erected, the briers 
and bushes cut down, the lots sodded, and the walks 
graveled ; so that it has from that day to the present 
a genteel appearance, to attract the eye of a stranger or 
non-resident. Tliis was the princijnd burying ground 
until the laying out of Oak Hill Cemetery in 1850. 

86 
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In looking over the tombstones, the chronicler dis- 
covers that Robert Peter, the tirst mayor of George- 
town, died November 15, 1806, aged eighty years ; 
John Barnes, who was collector of the port of George- 
town for twenty years, and founder of the poor-house, 
died February 11, 1826, aged ninety-six yeai-s ; James 
Gillespie, Member of Congress from I^orth Carolina, 
died January 11, 1805 ; Mary Bohrer, wife of John 
P. Bohrer, died August 8, 1844, in the ninety-seventh 
year of her age ; Elizabeth Thompson died March 9, 
1847, aged eighty-seven years ; William Waters, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, died August 19, 1859, in the 
ninety-third year of his age ; Col. George Beall, bom 
in Georgetown, February 2(3, 1729, died October 15, 
1807, in the seventy-ninth year of liis age. The town 
must have been a village at the time of Col. Beall's 
birth. 

METHODIST BURYINGhGROUJ^D. 

This burying-groand lies upon the banks of Rock 

Creek and the road leadinsr to Lvons' Mill. This 
ground w^as conveyed by Thomas Beall to Ebenezer 
Eliason and others, by deed dated October 13, 1808, 
recorded March 6, 1809, in liber Y,page 295. It was 
diTided into lots, and many of them have been sold 
to various citizens of the town and used for the burial 
of the dead. There is a disposition to sell this ground 
and apply the proceeds to other purposes, but tMs can- 
not be done. The best way is to turn it over to 
Mount Zion Church, on condition that they keep up 
the fence and put the grounds in order. 
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HiSTORT OF PoTOMAo LoDOE, No. 5, F. A. A. M. — Sketch op 

THE CbESAPBAKE & OHIO CaXAL — ThK Ol'TLET Lo( K — AcT 

OF Congress Providing ▲ Fobm of Got£rnm£Nt fob the 
DiaTBiCT OF Columbia. 

" The committee to whom was referred the diitv of 
collecting the books, records, and relics of Potomac 
Lodge, No. 5, and of making a report on the same, 
respectfully submit the following report, in which they 
have briefiv sketclied the history of the lode^e, and of 
Masonry in Georgetown, as connected with the books, 
records, and relics collected by them. 

** In order of date, the first relic that we find be- 
longing to the lodge is an old bible, published in 
Edinburgh in 1754, with this inscription on the fly 
leaf: * A present from Mr. Colin Campbell to St. An- 
drew's Lodge, the 30th January, 1773, Bladensburg.' 
This bible has been in the possession of our lodge 
from its first organization, under its present name, in 
1806. It may have belouiz-ed to a Lo(iii;e once in ex- 
istence at Bladensburg, which was at that time a place 
of more importance than at present, but, according to 
our oldest living member, as received by him through 
tradition, it ])elongod to the iirst lodge of Masons that 
ever was in Georgetown, and was presented to it by a 
resident of Bladensburg. 

" We know that lodges of Masons were formed in 
this counu*y when colonies of Great Britain, under 
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charters granted both from the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land and the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and, their 

work being somowljat different, tliey lield no Masonic 
intercourse with each other until after the revolution- 
ary war, when they came together and formed Grand 
Lod^. It is probable, from the name, that this was 
one of the lodges of Scotch Masons, and we know 
that the first lodges here, and this lodge when reor- 
ganized in 1806, were mostly composed of Scotcbmen. 

" Our oldest member, Bro. James Eing, who was 
initiated in 1810, sajs that at the time, and for some 
years afterwards, this was the only bible used in the 
lodge. 

" Of this ancient lodge we know nothing except 
by tradition ; but we find that at a meeting of the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Maryland, on the 21st of 
April, 1789, a petition was presented from a nnmber 
of respectable brethren from Georgetown on Poto- 
mac River, praying for a warrant from the Grand 
Lodge to authorize them to convene as a regular 
lodge, which petition was granted; and Brothers 
Fierer and Grier being present, were, agreeably to the 
request of the petitioners, installed as Master and Sen- 
ior Warden, and, at the same time, received their war- 
rant, authorizing them to hold their lodge at George- 
town, on the river Potomac, in Maryland, distin- 
gnished by the No. 9. 

" Of this lodge we possess no record or relic but 
the gavel used by Gen. George Washington, then 
President of the United States, at the laying of the 
comer-stone of the Capitol, September 18th, 1798, and 
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by bim tben, according to tradition, banded to tbe 

Master of tbe lodge. Tbe following account of tbe 
ceremony of laying tbe corner-stone of the Capitol 
was published in a newspaper in Georgetown, on Sep- 
tember 2l8t, 1793 ; and as it is very rare and inter- 
esting, and sbows tbe connection of tbis lodge * with 
the Masonic ceremonies, we give it in full; 

Geoucjetown, September 21, 1793. 

« * On Wednesday one of the grandest Masonic pro^ 
cessions took place for tbe purpose of laying tbe coi> 
ner-etone of the Capitol of tbe United States, which, 
perhaps, ever was exbibited on tbe like important oc- 
casion. About ten o'clock. Lodge No. 9 was visited 
by that congregation so graceful to tbe craft. Lodge 
No. 22, of Virginia, with all their officers and regalia ; 
and directly afterwards appeared, on tlie southern 
banks of the great river Potowmack, one of tbe finest 
companies of Volunteer Artillery tiiat hath been lately 
seen, parading to receive tbe President of tbe United 
States, who shortly came in sight with his suite, to 
whom the Artillery paid their military honors; and his 
Excellency and suite crossed the Potowmack, and was 
received in Maryland by the officers and brethren of 
No. 22, Virginia, and No. 9, Maryland, whom tbe Presi- 
dent headed, and preceded by a band of nmsic ; tbe 
rear brought up by the Alexandria Volunteer Artil- 
lery, with grand solemnity of march, proceeded to the 
President's square, in tbe city of Washington, where 
thev were met and saluted bv Xo. I k of tbe citv of 
Washington, in all theii* elegant badges and clothing, 
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headed by Brother Joseph Clark, lit. W. G. M., F. T.» 
and condacted to a large lodge prepared for the pur- 
pose of their reception. After a short space of time, 
by the vigilance of Brother Clotworthy Stephenson, 
Grand Marshal P. T.,the brotherhood and other bodies 
were disposed in a second order of procession^ which 
took place amidst a brilliant crowd of spectators of 
both aexes, according to the following arrangement, 
viz: 

" * The surveying department of the city of Wash- 
ington ; Mayor and Corporation of Geoi^town ; Vir- 
ginia Artillery ; commissioners of the city of Wash- 
ington, and their attendants; stone-cnttei's ; mechan- 
ics. (Here follow all the various officers of Free- 
masonry, amongst whom appears Grand Master P. T., 
George Washington ; Worshipful Master of Ko. 22, 
Virginia.) 

" * The procession marched two abreast in the great- 
est solemn dignity, with music playing, drums locating, 
colors flying, and spectators rejoicing, from the Presi- 
dent's square to the Capitol, in the city of Washington, 
where the Grand Marshal ordered a halt, and directed 
each tile in the procession to incline two steps, one to 
the right and one to the left, and faced each other, 
which formed an hollow oblong square, through which 
the Grand Sword Bearer led the van, followed bv the 
Grand Master P. T. on the left, the President of the 
United States in the center, and the Worshipful Mas- 
ter of Ko. 22, Virginia, on the right ; all the other 
orders that composed the procession advanced in the 
reverse of their order of march from the President's 
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square to the sotttheast corner of the Gapitol, and the 
artillery filed oft* to a destined ground to display their 

munuuuvrosand discharge their cannon ; the President 
of the United States, tlie Grand Master l\ T., and 
"Worshipful Master of is"o. 22, taking their stand to the 
east of a huge stone, and all the craft forming a circle 
westward, stood a short time in awful order. 

***The artillery discharged a volley. 

** * The Grand Marshal delivered the commissioners 
a large silver plate with an inscription thereon, which 
the commissioners ordered to he read, and was as fol- 
lows: 

***Thi.s soutlieast corner-stone of the Capitol of the 
United States of America, in the city of Washington, 
was laid on the 18th day of September, 1793, in the 
thirteenth year of American Independence, in the 
first year of the second term of the Presidency of 
George Washington (whose virtues in the civil admin- 
istration of his country have been so conspicuous and 
beneficial, as his military valor and prudence have 
been useful in establishing her liberties), and in the 
year of Masonry 1793, by the President of the United 
States, in concert with the Grand Lodge of Maryland, 
several lodges under its jurisdiction, and Lodge !No. 
22, from Alexandria, Virginia. 




The artillery discharged a volley. 
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** * The plate was then delivered to the President^ 
who, attended hy the Grand Master P. T. and three 

Most Worshipful Masters, desceiKlod to the ciivazion 
treach and deposed the plate, and laid it on the corner- 
stone of the Capitol of the United States of America, 
on which was deposited com» wine, and oil, when the 
whole congregation joined in reverential prayer, which 
was succeeded bj Masonic chauutiug honors and a vol- 
ley from the artillery. 

« « The President of the United States and his at- 
tendant brethren ascended from the cavazion to the 
east of the comer-stone, and there the Grand Master 
P. T., elevated on a triple rostrum, delivered an ora- 
tion fitting the occasion, which was received with 
brotherly love and commendation. At intervals, dar- 
ing the delivery of the oration, several volleys were 
discharged by the artillery. The ceremony ended in 
prayer. Masonic chaunting honors, and a fifteen volley 
from the artillery. 

« < The whole company retired to an extensive booth, 
where an ox of five hundred pounds weight was bar- 
becued, of which the company generally partook, with 
every al)undanoe of other recreation. The festival 
concluded with iii'teen successive volleys from the ar- 
tillery, whose military discipline and manosuvres merit 
every commendation 

** * Before dark the whole company departed, with 
joyful hopes of the production of the labor.' 

<• Two meniljcrs of this lodge (No. 9), Gen. James 
Thompson and John Mountz,for over fifty years clerk 
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of the corporation of this town, died only ten years ago, 
in 1855. Both visited our lodge in 1854, and testified 

that the gavel in our possession, to the best of their knowl- 
ledge and belief, was the same used by General Wiish- 
ington at the laying of the comernstone of the Capitol. 

In 1854, Bro. John Mountz, in response to a com- 
munication from tliis lodge, addressed us the following 
letter : 

« I was secretary of Lodge Ho. 9, now Potomac 

Lodge, Xo. 5, in the year 1798, and am now in the 
eighty-third year of my age and have never had occa- 
mon to regret my connection with our ancient and 
honorahle order. I was present and near our late 
brother, George Washington, first President of the 
United States, when he laid the first corner-stone of 
the ("Capitol of the United States, on the 18th of Sep- 
tember, 1798, which he did Masonically with a marble 
gavel, which, I believe, is the one now in possession of 
your lodge. 

" * I am, brethren, sincerely, your brother, 

JOHN MOUNTZ. 

" 'To Jambs Goszler, W. M,, Walter H. S. Taylor, S. W., John 
S. MooRB, J. W., of the brethren of Lodge No. 6, George- 
town, D. C. 
*^ ' GEOROETOiry, D. 0., June 18, 1864.* 

"According to Bro. James King, this gavel was the 
one used by the Master of the lodge at the time he 
was initiated, in 1810, and for some years afterwards, 
up to 1818. A committee, of which he was chairman, 

made a report September 28th, 184(), concerning the 
Washington gavel, from which we will give an extract: 

86 
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•* * This gavel was manufactured for M. W. Bro. 
General George Washington, for the express purpose 
of laying the comer-stone of the Capitol of the United 

States, in Washington City, in the jqhv 1 793, and used 
by biin on that occasion, and then deposited in Lodge 
No. 9,. of Maryland.' 

" According to tradition, General Washington, after 
the cerenionv was performed, presented the gavel to 
Lodge Xo. 9, by placing it in the hands of the Master, 
who, at that time, was Valentine Reintzel, afterwards 
elected the first Master of Potomac Lodge, Xo. 43, of 
Maryhmd, when it was reorganized in 1806, which 
office he lield until 1810 ; and in 1811, when the Grand 
Lodge of the District of Columbia was formed, he 
was chosen as the first Grand Master. 

" Tt is singular tliat we can nowluM'e find this lodge 
formed in 1789, recorded by any other name than that 
of Lodge ^o. 9. Although it seems in 1793 to have 
been in a very flourishing condition, yet from some 

cause it soon afterwards ceased to exist as tlien organ- 
ized. 

<* Bro. John Mountz, Secretary of Lodge No. 9, in 
1793, has said that it received great accessions of mem- 
bers, and tell to pieces hv its own weiglit, and as all 
its nieinl)ors have piissed away, this is all that we can 
probably know of the cause of its suspension. 

"On 22d October, 1795, a petition was again re- 
ceived by the Grand Lodge of Maryland, from a num- 
ber of brethren in Georgetown, praying for a warrant, 
and recommended by Federal Lodge, No. 15, city of 
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Washington, which petition was granted, and the sec- 
retary ordered to make out a warrant for the lodge, 
under the title of Columbia Lodge, No. 19. 

**The charter for Federal Lodj^e, ^o. 15 (the first 
lodge formed in Washington), liad Iteen granted hy 
the Grand Lodge of Maryland, September 12th, 17U3, 
just six days before the corner-stone of the Capitol 

was Uiid. 

"Of Colunihia Lodge, Xo. 10, we have one book 
of records, commeneing with its by-laws, and then the 
proceedings of the lodge from 7th November, 1795 — 
James Thompson, Master, and John Heintzel, Secre- 
tary ; to 12th December, 1796, Charles Minor, Master, 
and James Thompson, Secretar3% 

*' James Thompson, first Master and then Secretary 
of this lodge, died in 1855, and visited our lodge in 
1854, when, with Bro. John Mountz, he testified to 
his belief in the authenticity of the Washington gavel. 

"The accounts of this lodge are kept in [lounds, shil- 
lings and pence, Maryland currency. Members were 
fined Ba. 9tL (half-a-dollar) for non-attendance, and on 
every stated meeting nig) it, refreshments were fur- 
nished to the brethren. The 13tli article of their by- 
laws provides for the appointment of a committee of 
three, to furnish refreshments, under the direction of 
the lodge, on all stated meeting nights, which were on 
tlie second Monday of each month, and at everv stated 
meetins: the account for refreshments furnished at the 
preceding one, would be read, passed and ordered to 
be paid. Of this lodge it is probable we possess but 
a small part of the records. On 12th December, 1796, 
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tbe last meeting of which we have any account, they 
elected their otticei^ for the ensuing year, accepted an 
invitation from Federal Lodge^ No. 15» to join them 
in procession on the next St John's day» and passed 
a bill to pay for refreshments furnished at the last 
stfitc'd meeting, amounting to ^1 3>\ Ok/., all tending 
to show that the lodge was then in a vigorous and 
healthy state, but at some time between that date and 
1806, they, too, suspended operations. 

"As all the members of Lodge i^o. 19, have also 
passed away, we do not know the reasons why, or the 
time when the lodge ceased, and we have been una- 
ble to trace any tradition on the subject. 

« In November, 1806, we find from our next book 
of records, that a number of Masonic brethren, hav- 
ing the good of Masonry at heart, as well as for their 
own convenience as that of others, think it proper that 
there should be a lodge held in Georgetown, and for 
that purpose had a meeting, when it was unanimously 
agreed that each of the subscribers should pay into 
the hands of their trusty brother, Thomas Pryse, the 
sum of five dollars for the benefit of the same. The 
names of ten brethren are recorded as agreeing to 
this, and Thomas Prvse was aulhoiized to attend tbe 
meeting of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, to be held 
at Easton on the 12th of November, 1806, with a pe* 
tition signed by these ten, praying for a warrant to 
establish a lodge. On the 18tb November, 1806, a 
meeting of the bretliren was held, when Bro. Pryse 
informed them that he had attended the meeting of 
the Grand Lodge, and obtained a charter. They then 
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appointed committees to select and get in order such 
things as would be necessary for the lodge. One of 

these t'oiiiiiiittees consisted of Valentine Keintzel, Wil- 
liam Jinowies, and Thomas Beatty; and their duty 
"was to collect and receipt for the jewels, &;c.y in pos- 
session of John Laird and Adam King. At their 
third meeting, 22d ll^overaber, 1806, this committee 
reported that they liad obtained all the jewels, &c., in 
the possession of John Laird and Adam King. 

**At their fourth meeting, on 19th December, 1806, 
the lodge was organized, with Thomas Pryse as Mas- 
ter, under the name of Potomac Lodge, No. 43, and 
on the same night went into an election for officers, 
when Valentine Reintzel was chosen Master, and Dan- 
iel Kurtz, Secretary, and from that period to this time 
the lodge has uninterruptedly kept up its organization 
without any suspension, first as Potomac Lodge, Xo. 
43, of Maryland, and when the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia was formed in 1811, as Potomac 
Lodge, No. 5, of that jurisdiction. 

"The intimate connection between the three lodges 
that thus succeeded one another in tliis town, under 
charters from the Grand Lodge of Maryland, is shown 
by the fact, that two of the four brethren on the com- 
mittee to obtain the jewels, &c., viz: Valentine Reint- 
zel, and Thomas Leatty w'ere, according to the jmb- 
lished proceedings of that Grand Lodge, delegates 
to it from Lodge No. 9, at the semi-annual com- 
munication held at Easton, Maryland, on 19th April, 
1791, and the name of Valentine Reintzel appears as 
delegate from, and Master of, Lodge No. 9, at the 
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communication of 11th April, 1793. The names of 
others of the brethren who assisted, in 1806, in organ- 
izing Potomac Lodge, No. 43, appear both as mem- 
bers of Lodge 19, and Lodge Xo. 9. Each lodge 
seems to have been partly composed of the same breth- 
ren as members, and thej followed so close in sacces- 
sion as to have inherited the one from the other, with- ' 
out dispute, all property, jewels, and records of the ' 
preceding lodge, ju3t the same as if there had only 
been a reorganization, which in fact it was, although 
from some cause the charter had lapsed each time, 
and they obtained a new one with another name and 
number for the lodge. ' 

"We can observe that our late Bro. John Moimtz 
takes this view of it, when in his letter to the lodge, 
he says: *I was Secretary of Lodge No. 9, now Poto- * 
mac Lodge No. 5, in the year 1798.' About the same J 
time, also, 13 ro. James Thompson, in response to some ■ 
inquiries from this lodge, addressed to us the follow- 
ing, letter: 

" * Washikoton City. Mat/ 23, 1864. 
"*Bhethiu:n; In responding to your iniiuiries I 
oiier the following remarks: I am now in the eighty- 
sixth year of my age, and have belonged to our an- ^ 
cient and honorable order upwards of sixty years. I 
was Master of your lodr/e, then Columhia Lo</(/<\ No. 19, 
in the year 1795, and Secretary in the year 171H). 
Appointed delegate to represent the lodge at the Grand 
Clommunication held in the city of Baltimore in July, 
1796. Elected Secretary for the year 1797. 

was one of eight oai*snien, and pulled the 
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• stroke oar of the barge that conveyed Bro. George 

Washington across the Potomac, at Georgetown » on 

one of his visits to the East, und stood near, and saw him 

when be laid tlie corner-stone of the Capitol in 1793. 

"*I am, brethren, most sincerely yours, 

J. THOMPSON. 
"'To the Worshipful Master, Wardens and Brethren, 

qf Poi&mac Lodge, No, 5, Georgetown.^ 

"Here were two living witnesses of the circunivstan- 
ces, both active member;^ of No. 9, and No. 19, and 
frequent visitors to our lodge during their life, who 
concur in the same view, and evidently consider No. 
9, No. 19, and Xo. 43, of Maryland, or No. 5, of tlie 
District of Columbia, as identically one and the same 
lodge, even if, when reorganized, they had taken a 
difierent name and number. 

"During the suspension of the lodge, the Washing- 
ton gavel had been in the possession of Valentine 
Eeintzel, Master of Lodge No. 9, in 1793, and when 
it was reorganized as Potomac Lodge, No. 43, it was 
by him brought forward as the property of the lodge, 
and as we mentioned before, ordinarily used as the 
Master's gavel up to 1818. 

"^Following the reorganization as described as Po- 
tomac Lodge, No. 43, we have its records from 19th 
December, 1806, to June 20th, 1808, when Valentine 
Eeintzel was still the Master, and Daniel Xiii tz, Sec- 
retary. The same book also contains the fii'st by-laws 
of the lodge, which are longer, and have many more 
rules than are now customary, and commence with 
the following curious preamble: 
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***We, the Master, officers and members of Poto- 
mac Lodge, Xo. 43, of the most ancient and honora- 
ble fraternity of Free and Ac('e[)te(l Masons, duly con- 
stituted by charter from the Grand Lodge of Mary- 
land, bearing date the 12th day of November, A. D., 
1806, and now in opened lodge assembled at our lodge 

room in Georgetown, this day ot Miiiuiarv, LSOT, 

Annoque Lucis, 58U7, in order to pay liomage and ad- 
oration to the Grand Architect, whose divine wisdom 
having resolved to form the world, and reduced a wild 
chaos to a fair, regular and permanent system ; and 
who not only traced out the whole plan of the Uni- 
verse, but gave lite and being, form and iigure, to 
every part of what before had been a rude indigested 
and immovable heap of matter, who said, * Let there 

be light, and tlu're was light,' uini the dull, lieiivy and 
terrean parts of matter which over-clouded the expan- 
sion, obeyed the Almighty iiat, and began to range 
into form and order, and for the purpose of dissemi- 
nadng brotherly love, reUef and charity ; and to main- 
tain the principles of l)enevolence and religion incul- 
cated l)y our order — have made, established, and con- 
firmed the following articles, as a constitutional code, 
for the government of ourselves and our successors.' 

"Our next book of records seems at its commence- 
ment, to have had several leaves torn out, and now 
begins with the proceedings of a nieeting held Decem- 
ber 17th, 1809, when the same brethren as before were 
still res[»eetively Master and Secretary, but at an elec- 
tion held that evening, A. L. Joncherez w'as elected 
becretary, instead of Daniel Kurtz, and from this date 
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wc have coatinuous records to the 19th August, 1811, 
when it Ib recorded in the secretary's writing — * This 
journal ends at this last regular meeting.' Daniel 

Kurtz then Master, and William Calder, Secretary; 
but, afterwards, in the back of the same book, we have 
records of meetings August Slst, 1812 ; February 15th, 
March 15 and 18, April 5th, May 17th, June 21st and 
24th, August 25th, September 20th, and December 
20th, 1818. It is prol)able the regular records for that 
time are lost, and these were only notes taken bv the 
seoretiuy on the nights of meeting, as many of them 
are written with a lead pencil, and few are signed. 

« Until 1810, the lodge met in the third story of the 
dwell inpj-house of Valentine Reintzel, then Master. 
This was a tlirec-story brick house, situated on the 
west side of Jeiierson Street, between the canal and 
Water Street, and was standing until about eight years 
ago, when it was destroyed by fire. But, at that time, 
having much increased in numbers, they were desir- 
ous of securing to themselves a more suitable place 
for their meetings. 

They first presented a petition to the corporation 
proposing to join them in erecting at the hiarkcL space 
a building which might serve as a town house and a 
Masonic Hall, but finally leased a lot on Jefferson 
Street ; and on October 18th, 1810, it is recorded that 
this lodge in ample Masonie form laid the comer-stone 
of a l)uilding to be constructed for a Masonic liali on 
the lot thus leased. 

** The proceedings on that occasion are spread in full 
on our records, and we give a concise abridgment of 

87 
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them. The brethren formed in procession at their 
lodge-room» and went from there to the lower bridge, 
where they met their brethren from Washington ; 

they then proceeded along the water side to the mar- 
ket space, thence to Bridge Street, where they were 
joined by the mayor, members of the corporation, and 
magistrates of the place ; then along Bridge to Jef- 
ferson Street, and down JtstPerson Street to the place 
where the ceremony of lavini; the comer-stone was 
pertoniied ; tlience to the Presbyterian Churc h, wlicre 
an appropriate discourse was dehvered by Rev. Jiro. 
Elliott, after which thej went back to Jefferson Street, 
where the craft were called from labor to refreshment, 
and they partook of a collation prepared for the occa- 
sion. 

" The building erected at tliis time was finished by 
the following summer, and is still standing on the west 
side of Jefierson Street, and just north of the canal. 
In 1840, it was sold by the lodge and stockholders to 
Mr. Philip Gormley. 

" Our now venerable brother, James King, was ini- 
tiated on December 17th, 1810. He is still a member 
of our lodge, and is probably the oldest living Mason 
in the District of Columbia. 

" The Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia was 
formed l)y delegates from five lodges, on January 8th, 
1811, when Valentine Reintzel,for years the Master of 
Lodge, No. 43, and in 1793, Master of Lodge, No. 9, was 
chosen as the first Grand Alaster ; and our lodge hence- 
forth was designated as Potomac Lodge, I^o. 5, of the 
District of Columbia, instead of No. 43, of Maryland. 
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" We regret to say that we were unable to find any 
of the records of the lodge from December 20thy 1813, 
to January 24th, 1826. There i8 no doubt the lodge 

was ill existence, and its records regularly kept, and 
in, at least, as prosperous a state as they had previously 
been. In 1818, the bible now used in the lodge was 
presented to it by Bro. George Richards, then Master. 
Previous to tluit time, the old bihle referred to at the 
commeuceiiieiit of this report had been used. In 1818, 
a Chapter of Koyal Arch Masons were formed in 
Geoigetown, and through accessions, chiefly from . ^ 
members of Potomac Lodge, No. 5, soon attained a 
flourishing condition. In 1823, our lodge returned to 
the Grand Lodge the names of twenty-four brethren 
as members, with Daniel Kurtz as Master, and Wil- 
liam Calder, Secretary ; and in 1824, the names of 
thirty members, and William Hayman, Master, and 
Edward Deeble, Secretary. During the int(n'veiung 
period, as near as we have been able to ascertain, Dan- 
iel Kurtz was Master in 1813, 1814, 1815, and 1816 ; 
John Wiley in 1817 ; George Eichards in 1818, and 
James King in 1819, 1820, 1821, and 1822. 

" Our next book of records commences with the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting* held January 24th, 1825, when 
John Myers was Master, and Edward Deeble, Secre- 
tary, and ends with the meeting on April 11th, 1836, 
when John Myers was again Master, and Thomas 
Holtzman, Secretary. 

** it was during part of this period, from 1827 to 
1836, that the anti-masonic excitement raged so fiercely, 
happily, not with so much intenbity in this locality as 
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in others, where Masonic lodges were forced to yield 
to the popular frenzy and suspend their operations, 
some of them for several years. The effect of this ex;- 

citement on our lodge for a while, seems actually to 
have ciiusL'daii increase in the number of its members. 
rrol)ably, because persecution had its usual etfect in 
binding the objects of it more closely together, and 
the attention of individnals amongst our citizens, who 
otherwise would not have thought of it, was called to 
the consideration of Masonrv. They wished to ex- 
amine for themselves what this thing was, then so vili- 
fied ; and many of them sought and gained admission 
to our lodge, and became, afterwards, worthy and ac- 
ceptable members. The only notice taken of it in 
our records is, that ou May 10th, 1830, liro. Lorenzo 
Dow delivered an address in the lodge to its members 
and a large number of visiting brethren, giving them 
an interesting account of the present excitement and 
its tendency, and adding some wholesome advice. 
This was the celebrated and eccentric itinerent 
preacher, Lorenzo Dow, who was neither afraid nor 
ashamed to avow himself a Mason during the time pop- 
ular feeling ran highest, and was most bitter against 
them. In 1834, he died in Georgetown, at the house of 
one of our members, P. M., George W. Ilaller; and our 
records show that on February 4th, 1834, the brethren 
of Potomac Lodge, No. 5, formed in procession to pay 
the last tribute of respect to their deceased brother, 
Lorenzo Dow, and went to the house of Bro. Haller, 
and there received the body, and then, with the re- 
mains of the deceased, the procession moved to Hol- 
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mead's burying-ground, where they were deposited 
with their ^dred earth, and the osaal Masonic cere- 
monies performed by the Master and brethren. 

"Our next book of records commences with the 
proceedings of a meeting held April 25th, John 
Myers, Master, and Thomas Holtzman, Secretary,- and 
ends with the record of the meeting of October 27th, 
1845, Edgar Patterson, Master, and James Qoszler, 
Secretary. 

"During 1836 and 1837, through the inattention 
and falling off of its members, the lodge was at a very 
low ebb, and was only kept up by the exertions of 

some few of the more zealous of the brethren. In 
1837 but five meetings were held during the entire 
year. Perhaps this was owing to the reaction from the 
anti-masonic excitement which was then passing away. 
Bnt on February 19th, 1888, a meeting was held, 
John Myers, Master, and Samuel Cropley acting as 
Secretary, when they reorganized the lodge by pass- 
ing the following resolution : 

* Besobedy That the members present are of the 

opinion that tliis lodge ought to be recognized, and 
that those members who have from time to time as- 
sembled here for the parpose be now considered as 
the only members, viz : John Myers, Jeremiah Orme, 
Ilenrv W. Tillev, Samuel Cunnino^ham, William Jew- 
ell, Samuel Cropley, Daniel Kurtz, William Ilavman, 
Samuel Clark, Hiram Howard, Sebre Howard, Daniel 
Ragan, Jonathan Y. Yonng, and Robert Boyd; and 
that it be so represented to the Grand Lodge, and that 
the residue be dropped from the roll for non-regular 
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attendance, and s<» r»-{»orted. That all dues charged 
on the Icwlge books be abandoned as uncollectable, 
and that regular dues be collected from the admowt 
edged members ^m and after the regular meeting in 

this month Irom which the reorganization is to be 
dated.' 

^ Of tiie fourteen brethren who thos in 1838 reor- 
ganized the lodge, bnt three, we believe, are now liv- 
ing ; and but two, Henry W. Tilley and rSamuel Crop- 
ley, are now members of it. In December, li>40, 
James King, who bad for some years been absent from 
Georgetown, was^ by a resolution of the lodge, admit- 
ted a member on the same terms as the original four- 
teen who thus reorganized the lodge, and on tiiu aame 
evening Wius elected the Master. 

In 1840 the lodge and stockholders sold the house 
on Jefterson Street, erected in 1810 for a Masonic 
Hall, but for some time afterwards rented, and still 
held their meetings Jn, the upper story ; l)Ut in 1842 
they bought a house on Washington Street, opposite 
to the Union Hotel, the third stoi-y of which tbej fitted 
up as a lodge room, and thenceforth met in it 

During the years 1843, 1844, and 1845, from some 
cause of dissatisfaction with the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia, this lodge made persistent etibrts 
to withdraw from its jurisdiction. At one time a com- 
mittee was appointed to communicate with the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland on the subject. Committees of 
conference were also ap|juiiited to meet committees 
from the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia in 
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reference to it, and on May 5th» 1845, a resolution 
was oifered and paased, proposing to surrender the 
charter, and appointing a committee to ascertain and 

report the state of the funds of the lodge, and also to 
confer with the proper otHcers of the Grand Lodges 
of Virginia and Maryland, to ascertain what course 
should be pursued to obtain a charter from either of 
said Grand Lodges. 

" In 1811 our lodge appears to have drawn rather 
reluctantly from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of Maryland, to assist in tbrming the Grand Lodge of 
the District of Columbia, and from the notices on our 
record, a feeling of discontent with the Grand Lodge 
to which they were attached seeuis frequently to have 
existed. As one illustration, we will cite that on No- 
vember 25th, 1830, Brothers Kurtz, Haller, and Myers 
were appointed a committee, ^Respecfully to memo- 
rialize the Grand Lodges of the District of Coluinhia 
and State of Maryland upon the re-ceding of this lodge 
back to the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Mary- 
land.' After 1845 our lodge a})pear8 to have become 
better contented with their condition, for from that 
time we find no record of any more propositions of 
the kind. 

** The next book of records contains the proceed- 
ings of the lodge from November 24th, 1845, when 

Edgar Patterson was Master, and James Goszler Sec- 
retary, to December 20th, 1854, when James Goszler 
was Master, and George Thompson Secretary. 

** In 1852 the lodge sold the bmlding on Washing- 
ton Street, which they had occupied since 1842, and 
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rented part of the third story of Forrest Hall, which 
fhey fitted up and famished as a Masonic lodge room» 
in which to hold their meetings. 

** For some years past the Masonic fraternity in the 
United States had been s^raduallv recoverins: from the 
depressing influences of the anti-masonic excitement 
Other secret societies had appeared in the meantime* 
which, by their popularity and vast increase, seemed 
for awhile to over-sljudow our beloved institution ; but 
Masonry, the oldest secret society now existing, by its 
sterhng good qualities, gradually won its way to com- 
mand again, as it deserved, the respect of our country- 
men generally. Soon after their removal to Forrest 
Hall, our lodge felt the benefit of the general revival 
of an interest in Masonrv ; and from this cause, to- 
getber with the zeal and attention of its officers and 
members, and probably, also, the change of the place 
of meeting to a more central location in the town, 
speedily had a considerable addition to its member- 
ship of worthy brethren and a rapid increase of its 
prosperity. 

Our next book of records commences with the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting held December 27th, 1854, when 
James Goszler was Master, and M. Adler, Secretary, 
and ends with the record of the proceedings of the 
meeting of October 10th, 1859, when the same breth- 
ren were still respectively Master and Secretary. 

** We have now arrived at times in the history of 
our lodge, which, doul)tle8S,are familiar to most of our 
brethren, for it was during this period that, perhaps, a 
minority of our present members were initiated. Our 
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lodge was no longer feebly keeping its existence by 
the untiring exertions of a few zealous brethren, but 
with the revival of an interest in Masonry, numbers 
were seeking admission into its sacred retreats, and 

our Grates were besieged with tlie applicants for en- 
trance. Ill spite of the predictions of the anti-masons 
in 1886, that Masonry would soon pass away with 
other relics of barbarism, and be classed among the 
things that were, and that posterity would wonder 
that their ancestors could take pleasure in its solemn 
and unmeaning niumrnery, and be deluded by such a 
dangerous and wicked institution. Masonry had now 
become more popular than ever before in its history 
in this country, and more firmly rooted amongst our 
people. 

" With its increase of numbers and prosperity, the 
lodge soon became desirous of having a more spacious 
and convenient lodge room, in a building erected es- 
pecially for Masonic purposes. Ai'ter several propo- 
sitions, they finally, in 1858, purchased for three thou- 
sand dollars the property on which our Masonic Hall 
now stands, then occupied by some old brick houses. 
The purchase money was advanced on the security of 
the property by one of our brethren. Tlie lodge sub- 
scribed for five hundred dollars in stock, and the re- 
mainder was taken entirely amongst our members, with 
one exception, and that one a brother Mason ; and the 
property is now owned, with that exception, exclu- 
sively by the lodge and its individual members. On 
the 19th of August, 1858, after a procesfflon of the 
brethren, the cornerstone of the building was laid in 

88 
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ample Masonic form» after which an address was de- 
livered by the Grand Master, George C. Whiting, at 

the close of which he highly praised our members for 
their spirit shown in the attempt, ])y the members of 
a single lodge, to erect in the heart of the city such a 
huildingy to he devoted exclusively to Masonic pur- 
poses. The buihling was finished by tlie following 
May, 1859, wlien the lodge took possession of it, and 
first met in the lofty, spacious, and convenient room 
we now occupy. It cost ahout eleven thousand dol- 
lars, considerably more than was estimated, which, 
added to thice thousand dohars paid for the pro[)erty, 
makes tlie entire cost about fourteen thousand dollars. 
What debts were incurred in its erection have mostly 
been paid, and we have every reason to believe that in 
two or three years they will all be liquidated, and the 
property will be owned, free from any incumbrance, 
by the lodge and stockholder. 

Our neist book of records, containing the proceed- 
ings from October 10th, 1869, to the present time, is 
the one now in use by the secretary; and as we have 
not had it iu our [lossessiou, not deeming that it was 
our duty according to the resolution under which we 
are acting to obtain it, we do not notice any of the 
events that have happened since that time. They are 
familiarlv known to most of our brethren. 

" We have dwelt more upon the history of our lodge 
in past times than in those with which we are cotem- 
poraneous, and have endeavored to redeem from for- 
getful n ess and recoi'd those things, the memory of 
which is rapidly pu&siug away with the actors in them. 
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Our records are now well kept and carefully preserved ; 
and at some future time, if desired, some of the breth- 
ren can take np the history of the lodge where we have 
left off. 

"Up to 1818, [111(1, perhaps, even later, the regular 
business of the lodge, even to the election of ofHcers, 
was transacted in the E. A. degree, and, unless for the 
purpose of conferring one of the other degrees, was 
always opened in that degree. After 1825, the lodge 
was generally opened hi the M. M. degree, hut up to 
1841, would occasionally he o[)ened, and all the regu- 
lar business, such as reading the proceedings of last 
meeting, receiving petitions for initiation, referring 
them to committees, &c., be carried on either in the E. A. 
or F. C. degrees ; and when they expected to work in 
either of those degrees they generally opened in them. 

" In 1795 and 1 796, the Fast Master's degree was con- 
ferred bj the lodge on nearly all their members, and 
up to 1848 or 1844, that degree was conferred by the 
lodge on any officer elect, and occasionally on any 
brother who wished to receive it. 

" According to our records, our lodge seems to have 
had and exercised the power to do many things to 
which it is not now considered competent, unless by 
direction and consent of the Grand Lodge. For in- 
stance, with an applicant for initiation or ibr any de- 
gree, our lodge exercised the power within itself to 
declare it a case of emergency, and to initiate a candi- 
date or confer the degrees at any time they saw fit ; 
also to make arrangements for, and have a Masonic 
procession at, any time or ou any occusioub the otiicers 
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and members judged beat Also, without permisdon 
from, or consnltation with, the Grand Lodire, to lay, 
Masonically, the corner-stones of piililic buildings. 
We muy mention, among others, that in 1811 this 
lodge laid the corner-stone of the Lancaster School- 
house ; in 1829, of the Methodist Prdtestant Church, 
and in 1831, of the Georgetown Poor-house, all in this 
town. On May 25th, 1829, it is recorded on our min- 
utes that an application was made to this lodge to lay 
the comer-stone of the iirst lock on the Chesapeake &, 
Ohio Canal, whereupon it was resolved : ' That in case 
the Grand Lodge refuse (they being first invited) this 
lodge will undertake to pei'form that ceremony.' It 
was iinally done by the Grand Lodge, who at first, on 
account of the anti-masonic excitement so prevalent 
at that time, hesitated to undertake it ; but it is evi- 
dent that our lodge then had no doubt of their power 
and ability, witli or without the Grand Lodge or their 
permission, to do the same. 

** We only chronicle the facts, and from these it ap- 
pears certain that the subordinate lodge now has less, 
and the Grand Lodge claims and exercises much more 
power than in fomier times. 

We herewith present in all seven books of records, 
four ledgers, one used in 1810 and 1811, one from 
1824 to 1830, one from March, 1845, to March, 1856, 
and one used from March, 18o(), to January 1st, 1862; 
also, two stock books, one from 1825 to 1828, concern- 
ing the stock in the old Masonic Hall, on Jefferson 
Street, and one from 1843 to 1868, concerning the 
stock in the building on Washington Street. 
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** We append a list of books in onr possession be- 
longing to the lodge, but have been unable to obtain 

many whicii, according to the records, have from time 
to time been purchased by or given to it ; for instuiice, 
of the Freemason's Monthly Magazine we have onlj been 
able to find fifty-two numbers, although the lodge sub- 
scribed to it from 1843 to 1862, and had several vol- 
umes bound, which wc also were unable to find. 

" Respectfully subniitted, 

JOSEPH LIBBEY, Jr.. 
CHARLES M. MATTlIi:\VS. 

*' Georgetown, D. C, November (3, 1805.'* 

SKETCH OF TUE CHESAPEAKE OHIO CANAL, 

The State of Maryland, by the numerous acts of its 

legislature passed in 1826, 1827, 1880, 1881, 1835, 1836, 
1843, and 1845, made large ai»propriations for the 
completion of the canal, and assumed entire control 
over the same, by the election of a president and 
directors, who would push on the work to its fixed des- 
tination. After many years of financial adversity, 
and difficulties of every kind to contend with, and fre- 
quent change of its president and directors, James 
M. Goale was finally elected president. Mr. Coale 
was a gentleman of great financial skill, and possessed 
of industry and indomitable perseverance in any under- 
taking, especially in the then deploral)le condition of 
the canal company. He was elected president of the 
canal company in August, 1843. The company was 
prostrated and paralyzed, and its prospects were * 
gioouiy in the extreme. It was destitute of means 
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and devoid of credit It was overwhelmed with diffi- 
culties. In addition to its enormous liabilities to the 
Btate of Maryland, which were secured by mortgage 
liens on the canal and its revenues, the debts and 
obligations of the company due to individuals by the 
treasurer's report of October 1st, 1843, amounted to 
one million one hundred and seventy-four thousand 
five hundred and sixty-six dollars. Some of these 
creditor, to whom large amounts were due for work, 
had been reduced from aiiiuence to poverty by the 
failure of the company to meet its engagements. 
President Coale, when he entered upon the duties of 
his office, infused new life and vitality into the com- 
pany. 

In the year 1842 the Legislature of Maryland, with 
a view of reducing the liabilities of the State and sev- 
ering its connection with internal improvement cuiu- 
panies, passed a law authorizing the treasurer of the 
State to sell ail of Maryland's interest in the public 
works. He was authorized to sell the whole of the 
interest of Maryland in the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
Company (at that time amounting to eight millions 
of dollars) for five millions, payable in bonds or 
certiticates of debts of the State, bearing an interest 
not less than five per cent After advertising the sale 
of the State's interest in numerous newspapers, he did 
not receive a single bid. 

When president Coale took charge of the canal, 
with a view to its final completion, it was only navi- 
gable to dam No. 6, one hundred and thirty-four 
miles from Georgetown, to w'bieli point it had been 
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finished in 1889, leaving fifty miles in an unfinished 
oondition to complete it to Cumberland, the cost of 

which was then estiniiited by the chief entjjineer at 
one miUion five hundred and forty-five thousand del- 
lars. The United States and the citizens of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and all the private stockholders had 
long previously discontinued their assistance, and the 
State of Maryhmd, which had from tlie beginning sus- 
tained the company under all disasters, was no longer 
able to render asmstance. It had nothing to depend 
upon to sustain it but the receipts from toUs and water 
rents, and these were insufficient to discharge current 
expenses. 

The chronicler, availing himself of the numerous 
reports made by the president to the stockholders, will 
quote from them numerous extracts which will give a 

general outline of the completion of the canal to 
Cumberland. 

" In former years, and before its treasury had be- 
come exhausted, the deficiencies for these purposes 
had been supplied from the appropriations of the State 
and the general funds of the company. Although the 
practice oi" receiving scrip, in payment of tolls, had 
been abandoned, a debt had been accumulated, and 
was in arrear for current expenses incurred during 
the three preceding years, to the amount of sixty-nine 
thousand two hundred and liftv-six dollars and sixty- 
five cents, which was, principally, due to the agents 
and laborers, then on the finished portion of the canal, 
for services that were indispensable to its operations. 
It was difiicult to obtain even the necessary supplies 
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of pFoyidons for the hands, and far more difficult, 
under the drcnmatances, to retain them in service. 
In consequence of heavy hreaches in the canal, pro- 
duced bv the extmordinary freshets of April and Sep- 
tember, 1843, which were repaired princi[)iilly by the 
aid of accommodations from the hanks, the deficit at the 
close of that year was unusually hirge and emharrass- 
iiii^. The whole revenues of the year only amounted 
to forty-seven thousand six hundred and tliirty-five 
dollars and fifty-one cents, and the current expenses 
to eighty-three thousand seven hundred and ninety-two 
dollars and eighty cents, showing an excess of ex* 
penses over income to the amount of tliirty-six thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty seven dollars and twenty- 
nine cents. Such was the melancholy condition of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Company in the year 1843. 
It could scarcely have been considered a very politic 
step for any set of gentlemen to connect themselves 
with the company at that period, for the purpose of 
endeavoring to retrieve it from its fall, and complete 
the canal to Cumherland ; for the way of the world, 
generally, is to give credit to otlicial labor, not accord- 
ing to the dil}i« ulties it has to overcome, but accord- 
ing to the meafiure of success with which it is crowned, 
and the chances of success were clearly against them. 

"In January, 1844, the company succeeded, after 
much controversy, in rescuing from assumed forfeit- 
ure £15,500 of the sterling lionds, wVjich, in 1839, had 
heen hypothecated in England, and which had been 
regarded as irrecoverably lost, together with a small 
amount of coupons overdue, by means of which it was 
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enabled to discharge, to a considerable extent, the 
debts tor carrent expenses, and, also, which was im- 
peratively called for, put the canal in somewhat better 
order than it Lad previously been. 13 ut the relief thus 
atibrded was, uecessaiily, but temporary in its char- 
acter, and some permanent increase in the income be- 
came a subject of indispensable necessity, to maintain 
the navigation, and keep in motion the operations of 
the company. With a view to secure this as far as 
practicable, until the canal should be iinished to its 
available terminus when expedients would no longer 
be necessary, an arrangement was concluded with the 
Baltimore & Ohio Kaih'oad Company, in September, 
1843, by which that company agreed to fix the charge 
for the transportation of coal at two cents per ton per 
mile from Cumberland to dam No. 6, there to be trans- 
ferred to the canal ; and at that rate to transport it for 
any person or persons so long, as in their judgment, 
it should not interfere with their general trade nor re- 
quire a material augmentation of their machinery. 
By reason of this arrangement, tour thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-one tons of coal were transported 
on the canal during the year 1844, nearly the whole of 
which was ti*ansferred from the railroad at dam Ko. 
6 ; and even with the aid of this amount, which was 
merely a beginning of the trade, the tolls of the year, 
for tlie first time, exceeded fifty thousand dollars of 
available funds. In the vears 1841 and 1842, the tolls 
were nominally above tliat sum, but scrip was then re- 
ceived in payment, which was bought at about fifty 
cents ou the dollar; -and the principal articles of trade 

89 
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on the canal were then put at the highest rate of tolls 
anthorized ])y the charter, so that the increased charge 

misrht, in some respect, coinpensiite for tlie depreciated 
value of the funds in whicli it was paid. 

T))e arrangement with the Baltimore & Ohio Rail- 
road Company, if it had heen continued and carried 
out in good faith on their part, would, both in its im- 
mediate effects and future results, have been of much 
benefit to this company in the then existing state of 
its atfairs. It was, however, for very unsound and un- 
satisfactory reasons, as given, abandoned by the rail- 
road company in May, 1845, soon after the passage of 
the act providing for the completion of the canal to 
Cumberland, which, probably, had more etfect in pro 
ducing the abandonment than the grounds upon which 
it was placed. But the arrangement was merely in- 
tended by this comjuiny as the expedient of the day. 
The juiraiuount and controlling im|K>rtance of the 
early completion of the canal to Cumberland was 
always kept steadily in view. From the belief that 
the previous failures to obtain the necessary legislation 
from Maryland to enable the company to accomplish 
this great ol)ject, liad resuhc<l iVoni a want of proper 
information in regard to the state of its affairs and 
the expediency of completing the canal, the president 
and directors in November, 1843, presented a special 
report to the stockholders, designed for publication, 
and to be submitted to the genenil assembly at the en- 
suing session, in which those objects were fully and 
clearly explained. The idea which had been started 
several years previously, and which was at that time 
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revived with increased zeal and ardor, that the facili- 
ties of connection with the railroad at dam No. 6, su- 
perseded the iiecessitv of extending the canal hevond 
that point, was likewise conihatted and refuted ; and 
the policy and indispensable necessity of completing 
the work to Cumberland, merely viewing it as a finan- 
cial measure to Maryland, made manifest. The plan 
suggested, in consideration of the prostrate credit of 
the State, and which was alleged to be practical^le if 
unencumbered with injurious restrictions, was the 
waver by the legislature of the State liens on the rev- 
enues of the canal, so as to empower the company to 
issue its bonds, with j (referred liens on its revenues, 
to an amount not exceeding two millions of dollars. 
In principle and amount, it was similar to the measure 
which had been proposed and rejected by the legisla- 
ture at the December sessions of 1841 and 1842. 

"After sliowing that bids liad l)een nuide to finish 
the caual for a less sum, in current money, than the 
engineer's estimate, which was one million five hundred 
and forty-five thousand dollars, the report proceeded : 
« In order, however, to give full strength to the credit of 
the e()ni[)aii \ , .so as to L iuil)le it to procure the required 
sum, ii[)oii fair and advantageous terms, it will be in- 
dispensably necessary to waive the State liens to a 
much larger amount, so that a broad and tangible 
basis may be presented for the bonds to rest upon. 
By tliissiimc means, the company will have to provide 
for the payment of the accruing interest on the sum 
that may be required for the construction of the work, 
until the net revenues of the canal become adequate 
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to the pnrpose, which cannot justly be calculated on 

until a year after it reaches Cumberland, unless, in- 
deed (which was one of the objects of the connection), 
the coal trade shall be so much Iniilt up, under the 
operation of the arrangement with the railroad com* 
pany, as to give it a sufficient tonnage immediately 
upon its being completed to that point. J3nt tliis ex- 
pectation ought not to govern the action of the loi^is- 
lature in this behalf. The better fortified the bonds 
are^ the greater will be their value ; and as no more 
will be issued than will be necessary to finish the work 
and pay the interest on the cost thereof, in aid of the 
net tolls of the canal until they become sufficient for 
the purpose, together with a small outlay for repairs 
and improvements on the finished portion of the line, 
it will be to the interest of the State to leave a broad 
margin to the credit of the com[»any. With this view, 
and to provide against all contingenees, we would rec- 
ommend a waiver of the State liens to such amount 
as may be found necessary for those purposes, not ex- 
ceeding the sum of two millions of dollars. This we 
would consider an ample and available provision lor 
all the demands in the premises.' 

"But, notwithstanding the obvious policy of the 
State, the Legislature of Maryland at the December 
session, 1843, were not yet prepared to adopt the meas- 
ure suggested. The report of the company liatl been 
published too late to have any decided etfect at that 
time. The elections had all previously taken place, 
and the members had been chosen under the influence 
of long cherished prejudices against the company in 
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consequence of the misfortunes or improvident meas- 
ures of a former period of its history, and in ignor- 
ance of the real issue they were called upon to decide. 
No act was accordingly passed at that session. 

At the December session, 1844, the application 
was renewed with unahated ardor and an array of ad- 
ditional arguments. The oilicers of tlie conijnuij stood 
almost alone in the vindication of tlie measure. The 
friends, who, on former occasions, had gathered to- 
gether to aid and su] i[)ort the company in its times of 
difficulty, were no longer seen. There were no gath- 
erings in primary meetin^-^ and no State conv(>ntion 
to encoui'age and sustain it in its struggles for relief. 
Instead of friends to help, it was, indeed, surrounded 
by enemies to oppose. The city of Baltimore, oblivi- 
ous of its past support and of its earnest advocacy in 
former years of tlie completion of the work to Cum- 
herland, now took decided grounds in opposition to it. 
The columns of the press of the city teemed with 
essays and communications adverse to the measure 
which had been proposed. The railroad company also, 
after all tlieir previous protestations of enduring amity, 
with more diplomatic skill, sought to crush the etfort 
by statements intended to show that a connection be- 
tween the railroad and the canal at dam No. 6 ren- 
dered a further prosecntion of the latter work wholly 
unnecessarv. Thev likewise, and doiihtless with a 
similar oliject, asserted that * many years would elapse 
before the demand for coal would require more than 
one hundred thousand tons in any one year, whatever 
facilities of transportation may be aftbrded.' If the 



Digitized by GoOgle 



806 



CHBSAPBAKB * OHIO OAVAL. 



same powerful opposition bad been arrayed against tbe 
completion of tbe canal at tbe December session, 1834, 
or even at tbat of 1835, tbe work at eitber of tbose 

periods would, most probably, liiiya been stopped ; for, 
even with the active and combined exertions of tbe im- 
mediate friends of both of the great internal improve- 
ment companies, backed by tbe wbole influence of tbe 
city of Baltimore, tbe appropriations on those occa- 
sions were obtained with great difficulty, and, as re- 
gards the luttL T, only after a prolonged struggle. But 
tbe subject in 1844 presented a very different aspect 
It was now no longer a question of internal improve- 
ment merely, but also a question of finance — ^not 
whc'tlier the vast trc^asurv of wealth which was locked 
up in the bosom of the uionntains of xVlleghany 
County sbould be opened and its contents added to 
tbe general aggregate of the State's resources by some 
facility of internal improvement, but whether tbe mil- 
lions which the State had invested in the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Canal Company should be given up as irre- 
trievably lost, or an effort be made to save and render 
them productive. Maryland bad already expended 
seven millions of dollars in tbe prosecution of the 
canal, and had never anticipated a return from it until 
after the work should be finished, i^either more 
money nor the State's credit was now solicited. All 
that was asked of her was, tbat as she was herself in 
pecuniary difficulty, arising mainly from her support 
to this company, and as her investments in it must re- 
main valueless and unproductive until the canal should 
be completed to Cumberland, she would waive ber 
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unprofitable liens on the revennes to snch an extent 

only as would enable the company to iinisli the work 
upon a preferred pledge of its future resources. Al- 
though, as we have remarked, the opposition was in- 
fluential, there was not wanting upon the floor of the 
house of delegates at the December session, 1844, 
Mai yhuidt'i'd wlio fully appreciated the deep iuiitort- 
ance of the completion of the canal, and whose strong 
judgments and fervid eloquence were earnestly enlisted 
in favor of the plan that had been recommended. 
After a' long and arduous struggle, the act waiving 
the liens of the State (1844, ch. 281,) under which the 
canal has now been conn)leted, w^as passed. But it 
was only finally passed on the 10th of March, the last 
day of the. session by the limitation of the constitution, 
and received merely a majority of one vote in each 
house of the 2;eneral assem]>ly ; and it was not passed 
even thus and then, until the bill ()riii;inally proposed, 
which fairly embodied the application of the company, 
had been rejected in the house of delegates, and ulti- 
mat( ly so materially modified that some of its most 
prominent advocates pronounced it valueless, and were 
disposed to abandon its support. 

*^ The act authorized the board of president and di- 
rectors to borrow or raise on the bonds of the com* 
pany, to be executed in a prescribed manner, and se- 
cured by a pledge of the revenues and tolls that may 
hereafter accrue on the canal and its works between 
Georgetown and Cumberland, such sura or sums of 
money as would be required to pay for the completion 
of the canal to Cumberland, under a contract or con- 
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tnu'ts thereafter to be made by the board and approved 
hy the Maryland State agents, and the necessary ex- 
penses appertaining thereto ; and also to pay the inter- 
est on the bonds issued nnder the act, in aid of the net 
revenues, niilil they ])ecame sufficient for the purpose 
after the debts in arrear for repairs and officers saliir 
ries are discharged; with a proviso that the whole 
amount of the bonds issued should not exceed one 
million seven hundred thousand dollars. The bonds 
were directed to be countersigned and approved by 
the Maryland State agents, or a majority of them ; 
and the company was forbidden to sell or hypothecate 
them at less than their par value; but it was author- 
ized to make contracts payable in them at par, and to 
pay thus for the whole or any part of tlie work, in- 
stead of raising money for the pui'pose, if the presi- 
dent and directors should deem it most expedient. 
The rights and liens of the State upon the revenues 
of the company were postponed and waived in favor 
oi' tlie bonds, so as to make them and tlie interest to 
accrue thereon preferred liens on the revenues, as 
above mentioned, with an express reservation, how- 
ever, that the president and directors shall, at all times, 
have the authority to use and apply such portion of 
the revenues and tolls as, in their opinion, may be nec- 
essary to put and keep the canal in good condition and 
repair, provide the requimte supply of water, and pay 
the current expenses of the company. 

" The interest on the bonds, at the rate of six per 
cent, per annum, was to be nuide payable on tlie first 
of January and July in each year, and the principal 
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in not less than thirty-five years; the State, however, 
retelling the right to redeem them, upon payment of 

the priucipal and interest due thereon, at anytime that, 
in the opinion of the legislature, the interest of the 
State might require it, hut in no event was it to he 
held responsihle for such payment. 

So soon as the revenues should be more than suffi- 
cient to pay the interest on the l)ond8 and the interest 
on the certificates of debt issued to the creditois of 
the Potomac Company, under the 12th section of the 
charter, which is not to exceed five thousand dollars 
per year, the company was required to pay to the 
treasurer of the State, out of the sui-plus net revenues, 
such sum, not exceeding an average of twenty-live 
thousand dollars a year, dating from the first of Janu- 
ary next after the completion of the canal to Cumber* 
land, as may be necessary to constitute an ade((uate 
sinkim; fund; and the treasurer was directed to re- 
ceive such annual payments, under the responsibilities 
of his ofiice, and to invest and accumulate the same» 
until a sufficient amount should be thus obtained to 
pay the principal of the bonds that luay l)e issued, 
which he was directed to pay at maturity. Until the 
bonds were paid the said fund was to be considered as 
held for that purpose by the State of Maryland as 
agent for the company. 

" The president and directors were autliorized to 
execute any deed, mortgage, or other instrument of 
writing that should be deemed necessary or expedient 
to give the fullest effect to the provisions of the act; 

and the company was required to execute to the State 
40 
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of Maryland and deliver to the treasurer a further 
mortgage on the canal, its lands, tolls, and revenues, 

subject to the liens and jtledges made, created, or au- 
thorized by this actios additional security for tlie pay- 
ment of the two million loan made by the State under 
the act of December session, 1834, ch. 241, and the 
interest in arrear and to accrue thereon. 

"This act was, liowever, not to take effect until its 
provisions were approved, assented, and agreed to by 
the stockholders of the company in general meeting 
assembled ; and it was expressly provided that no bond 
should be issued under it until after one or more of 
the incorporated companies of Alleghany County, or 
other corporations or individuals, should, by an instru- 
ment or instruments of writing in due form, with 
ample security, to be approved by the agents repre- 
senting the interest of the State in the eoni[>iiny, or a 
majority of them, and the governor, guaranty to the 
company an aggregate transportation, on the entire 
length of the canal between Georgetown and Cumber^ 
land, of not less than an average of one hundred and 
ninety-five tliousand tons of tonnage per year for live 
years, dating from the end of six months after the 
canal shall have been completed to Cumberland. Such 
is the syno} sis of the leading provisions of this impor- 
tant measures. 

" At the same session of the general assembly, the 
company, upon application, also obtained the passage 
of an act, amendatory of the charter, in regard to the 
adoption of by-laws, and the protection of the canal 
from injury, with some necessary provisions to pro- 
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vent frauds apon the reyenues, which was ratified and 
confirmed by Congress, after many efforts for the pur- 
pose, in September, 1850. 

"In the charter of tlie Chesapeake & Ohio Canal 
Company, prior to the year 1844, there was no express 
power given to the company to borrow money for the 
construction or completion of the canal, and its right 
to do 60 had been much doubted. Even the force and 
validity of tlic inortojages which it had executed to the 
State of Mar J hind to secure the payment of the two 
millions loan had been called in question. Besides 
this, the time limited by the charter for the completion 
of the canal to Cumberland had expired in 1840, and 
since that period, the corporation had existed merely 
by the sutt'erance of the sovereignties wliich had 
created it. No steps had previously been taken to 
procure amendments in either of these vital points. 
In the confident belief that the measure which had 
been suggested by the company at that time for the 
compietioa of the work in some shape, must, sooner or 
later, prevail ; and that it would prove inefi:ectual un- 
less the omissions and defects in the charter, to which 
we have referred, were first remedied and supplied, 
the board of president and directors, at the session of 
1843, transmitted a memorial to the Legislature of 
Virginia, asking for the passage of an act providing 
for the amendments indicated, and also enlar^g the 
powers of the company in regard to the right of ex- 
tending the canal by a slack-water improvement to the 
mouth of Savage River, whenever it should hereafter 
deem it expedient to do so. A draft of a bill embrac- 
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ing the provisions demred, and containing a reserva- 
tion 88 to, the liens of Maryland, accompanied it. The 

Legislature of Virginia promptly acted upon tlie sub- 
ject and i>assed the l)ill in the form in which it was pre- 
sented, with some slight and unimportant additions, 
on the 20th of January, 1844. The act provides for 
an enhirgement, and extension of the time for the 
completion of the canal to Cumberland, to the 1st of 
January, 1855 ; and an express authority is conferred 
on the president and directors, or a majority of them 
assemhled, to borrow money, from time to time, to 
carry into effect the objects anthorized by the charter 
of the company, to issue bonds or other evidences of 
such loans, and to pledge the property and revenues 
of the company for the payment of the same, and the 
interest to accrue thereon, in such form, and to such 
extent, as they may deem expedient, with a proviso, 
saving the prior rights or liens of the State of Mary- 
land, under the mortgages which bad been executed 
by the company to this State, except in so far as they 
should be waived, deterred, or postponed by the Legis- 
lature of Maryland. The amendment, in regard to 
the slack-water improvement beyond Cumberland was 
to the eliect already mentioned. The assent of the 
Legislature of Maryland was given to this act on the 
8th of February, 1 844, and it was confirmed by Con- 
gress, and a|»proved by the President of the United 
States, on the 17th of February, 1845. 

At a general meeting of the stockholders of the 
company, assembled at the office of the company in 
Frederick, on the 29th of April, 1846, the preddent 
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and directors sabmitted authenticated copies of these 
several acts of Virginia, Congress, and the State of 

Maryland, amendatory of the charter, and they were 
duly accepted, and thus became a part of the charter 
of the company. At the same meeting, and on the 
same day, the president and directors also submitted 
to the stockholders the act of the general assembly of 
Maryland, entitled,* An act to provide for the comple- 
tion of the Clicsapeake vV Ohio Canal to Cumberland,' 
which we have already explained ; and they passed a 
resolution accepting and agreeing to its provisions, 
and authorizing the acceptance to be communicated 
to the treasurer of Maryland in the manner prescribed, 
and the mortgage to the State to be executed as re- 
quired. The acceptance was immediately eoninmni- 
cated to the treasurer of Maryland, and the act there- 
upon went into effect The mortgage, which was exe- 
cuted to the State, and delivered to the treasurer, i)ur- 
suant to the provisions of the seventh section of the 
act, bears date the 8th of January, 1846. 

" The important amendments to the charter, which 
have been described, were finally ratified by Congress 
about one month before the passage of the act, waiv- 
ing the liens for the completion of the canal. Tliey 
were appreciated by the professional gentlemen who 
occupied seats in the Legislature of Maryland, in their 
consideration of the merits of the measure, as may be 
inferred from the provimon made for the new mort> 
giige to the State. Without tliem, as we have here- 
tofore; intimated, the act of the 10th of March, 1845, 
would have been wholly unavailable. Even fortified 
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and sustained bj them, serious doubts were generally 
entertained whether the conditions of the act could 

be I'ultilled and complied with, or, if complied with, 
whether, with tbo limited amount and kind of means 
contemplated and authorized by its provisions* the com- 
pany could secure the completion of the canal to Cum- 
berland. These doubts, unfortunately, tended to in- 
crease the intrinsic difficulties of tlie act. 

" In the year 1841, the chief engineer made a detailed 
estimate of the work done and to be done on the fifty 
miles above dam No 6» and on the 1st of December, 
1842, after the operations on the line had ceased, he 
estimated the amount then required to complete the 
canal to Cumberland at one milhon five hundred and 
forty-five thousand dollars. 

In consequence of a change made in the charac- 
ter of certain portions of the masonry, and for other 
causes, requiring a variation in the previous estnnates, 
the chief engineer made a revised estimate in August, 
1845, and, with an allowance of fifteen per cent, for 
land damages, superintendence, and other contingen- 
cies, estimated the cost of completing the (•riiial at one 
million four hundred and four thousand four hundred 
and seventy-one dollars. The work previously exe- 
cuted between dam No. 6 and Cumberland, amounted, 
as then ascertained, to two million eight hundred and 
ninety-two thousand dollars. 

The tirst requirement of the act of December ses- 
don, 1844, ch. 28 L, to give efiect to its operative pro- 
visions, was the execution of the guaranty of tonnage, 
and its approval in the mode prescribed. Until this 
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should be accomplished no bond could be issued under 
it. A condition of similar character had rendered 

abortive the act of Marcli session, 1841, authorizing a 
loan of two millions of dollars of State securities to 
the company, as has been ^wn. The same result 
was generally predicted for this> and the impression 
produced an unfavorable effect, and caused a listless- 
ness on the part of the incorporated conipanies of Alle- 
ghany County, whose assistance bad been most conli- 
dently relied on. But, by persevering exertions, and 
the active and efficient co-operation of the friends of 
the Ccinal in the District of Columbia and the western 
counties of Maryland, the full amount of guaranty re- 
quired by the act was obtained. Three of the incor- 
porated companies ultimately joined in tbe measure to 
a limited amount. The instruments of guaranty were 
prepared in such a form as to divide the responsibility, 
and enlist tbe largest number of guarantors. Twenty- 
eight instruments of this description were executed and 
delivered to the company. They were laid before the 
governor and the Maryland State agents, and received 
their approval on the 29th of July, 1845. 

** By the fulfilment of this embaiTasslng condition, 
the president and directors of the company were placed 
in a situation to avail of the benefits of the law, and, 
after a long and toilsome struggle against difHculties, 
will ell at times seemed almost insurmountable, they 
finally succeeded in completing the canal under it. 

Without dwelling on the details of the various nego- 
tiations and proceedings which took place, or averting 
to the critical poriition of atfairs on several occasions. 
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we will trace, briefly, the progress of events to the final 
accomplishmeut of the purposes of the law, and, after 
a reference to a few antecedent transactions, which it 
is proper to notice, hasten to a conclusion. 

" It lias been seen that tbe act of 1844 did not place 
any money at the disposal of tbe coni[)any for tbe com- 
pletion of the canal, furnish it with ^State honds, as on 
previ9n8 occasions, nor even waive the liens to the ex- 
tent recommended, and clothe it with availahle power 
to raise luoncv on its own bonds to be issued under 

« 

the act ; but, in effect, merely authorized the board of 
president and directors to issue the companjr's bonds^ 
upon a pledge of its disencumbered revenues, to an 
amount not exceeding one million seven hundred 
thousand dollars, for tbe purpose of coni[»loling tbe 
canal to Cumberland, tlien estimated to cost one mil- 
lion five hundred and forty-five thousand dollars in 
money, and of paying certain expenses necessarily 
growing out of a fulfilment of this provision, which, 
at a modt'i ate calculation, could not have been com- 
puted at less than one bundled and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, and which have actually somewhat exceeded that 
sum ; and to render this limited amount of the bonds 
of the company sufficient for the objects indicated in 
tbe act, tbe lions of tbe State, tbeii having priority, 
were waived and postponed in their favor. Little 
more than one year previously, these liens, together 
with the whole interest of the State in the company, 
amounting in all to upwards of eight millions of dol- 
lars, liatl l)een advertised for sale in tbe money mar- 
kets of Europe and America, upon an olfer to receive 



Digitized by Google 



OHBSAPBAKB A OHIO CANAL. 



817 



theFefor the snm of live millions of dollars in Mary- 
land State bonds, which then commanded less than 

fifty cents on the dollar, without attractiniz: a bid or 
eliciting a single inquiry upon the subject ; and their 
waiver, by the State, could only give valae to the liens 
that were to be preferred to them, in proportion as it 
gave assurance of the completion of the canal. 

" In tho 2^eneral depreciatioti of American securi- 
ties at that period, with Mary land herself in discredit, 
and in view of the comparatively small means allowed 
for the accomplishment of the ends i>r()|)0sed, a sale of 
the bonds at par was utterly unattainable, and a resort 
to a contract, payable in the bonds, and covering all 
the subjects necessary to be provided for, became the 
only practicable course for the company to pursue, and 
it was accordingly adopted. After duly advertising 
for proposals, the board of president and directors, 
with the approval of the Maryland State agents, con- 
cluded an agreement to that eifect on the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1845. The contract was full of details, and 
guarded with the utmost care in all its provisions. 
For the consideration of one million six hundred and 
twenty-tive thousand dollars of the bonds to be issued 
under and pursuant to the act of 1844, ch. 281, the 
contractors, four in number, bound themselves to com- 
mence the work within thirty days, and within the 
period of two years finish the canal to Cumberland, 
according to the plans and specifications of the 1st of 
December, 1842, estimate as modified and explained 
by certain memoranda attached thereto, to pay to a 

trustee, for the use of the coiupany, in tvventy-oue 
41 
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monthly instalments, an aggregate sum of one bund- 
red thousaQd dollarB in money, to enable the board of 
preddent and directors to liquidate land claims, engi- 
neering and other incidental expenses, and to pay the 
interest on the bonds to be issued under the act until, 
and including the half year's interest that would fall 
due, after the work had been finished. The bonds 
were to be paid at their par value only as the work 
progressed and the resjiective provisions of the con- 
tract were complied with. The payn}ents for construc- 
lion were to be based upon the chief engineer's esti- 
mates of work actually executed, which were to be 
made out monthly, the company reserving the right 
to retain a certain percentage as security ; and by way 
of superadded obligation to the execution of the in- 
strument, the parties executed their bonds, with ap- 
proved security, to tiie company, to commence the 
work within thirty days, and to prosecute it at an ex- 
penditure of at least one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. The contractors also bound themselves to 
cash, at par, the remaining sevenly-five thousand dol- 
lars of bonds authorized to be issued by the act, if re- 
quired to do so by the company. To the board of 
president and directors was reserved full power to de-: 
dare the conti*act abandoned upon a non-compliance 
on the part of the contractors witii any of its mate- 
rial provisions. And with a view of guarding all the 
bonds issuable under the act from depreciation, and 
of insuring the accomplishment of the undertaking, 
a provision was incorporated that no bonds should be 
paid to the contractors for the execution of the work 
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until they had given bond with ample security for the 
fulfilment of the entire contract, or concluded an ar- 
rangement for the negotiation of such amount of the 

company's bonds to which they might become entitled, 
as would aftbrd to the Maryland State agents and the 
board of president and directors a reasonable guar- 
aniy of their ability to comply with their engagements. 

" The above is a concise outline of the principal pro- 
visions of the original contract. It wiis not at the 
time deemed probable that the security for the large 
amount that would be required could be given, and 
the avowed reliance of the contractors was on an ar- 
rangement for the disposal of the bonds. They did 
not, however, we believe, suppose that this could be 
effected until after the State of Maryland had pro- 
vided for the resumption of the payment of interest 
on the State debt, because they had ascertained, and, 
indeed, the company had previously been distinctly 
informed, by its London correspondents, that t^a|)ital- 
ists regarded * the interests of the company and the 
State so interwoven,' that whilst the State's securities 
were dishonored the company's bonds could not be 
negotiated. The contractors thought that their own 
private means and resources would enal)le them to 
prosecute the work until after the close of the ensuing 
session of the legislature, and it was confidently be- 
lieved, on all sides, that at that session provision would 
be made for the public liabilities, and that they could 
then nuike a satisfactory nesrotiation. vSoon after the 
date of the contract, therefore, they conmienced the 

work between dam No. 6 and Cumberland, and prose- 
« 
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cnted it until June, 1846, when, the legislature having 
met and a^ourned without passing an act to restore 
tiie credit of the State, and their private means heing 

exhausted, tlioy were compelled to siis})erid operations. 

"The last report made by the cLiL't' engineer, previ- 
ous to the suspension, showed that the work done under 
the contract according to the revised estimate of 
August, 1845, which he took as his guide, amounted 
to tlie sum of fifty-five thousand three hundred and 
eiglity-four dollai'S. The contractors, however, Lad re- 
ceived trom the company no part of this sum, as they 
had not jet placed themselves in a situation to be en- 
titled to payments. Although applications were made 
for an advance of bonds, none had vet been issued. 

"The company having made known its willingness 
to allow the contractors a reasonable time to mature 
their financial arrangements, they continued actively 
engaged in the effort to make a negotiation, and se- 
cured the services of several distinguislied gentlemen 
and financiers to aid them. One of the contractors 
went to England for the purpose of giving his personal 
attention to the subject, and with the assistance of con- 
ditional promises, obtained from the capitalists on tins 
side of tlie Atlantic, succeeded in iirranging for a nego- 
tiation there, predicated mainly upon the resumption of 
payment by Maryland, but with reservation of a right 
to the parties to decline if a change should take place in 
the money market. As in the case of the loan for the 
benefit of tlio Illinois and Michigan Canal, two experi- 
enced gentlemen had previously been appointed by the 
English capitalists^ to inquire into the probable produo- 
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tiveness of the canal when finished, and other matters 
submitted to them; and they had fully examined the 
whole subject and made an elaborate and favorable 

report. At Dect'iiibor session, 1846, this state of things 
was known to the legislature, and the tVi(>ii<]s of the 
canal were among the most zealous and indefati^^able 
advocates for the restoration of State faith, both on 
account of the good name of the State, and the known 
bearing of the measure upon the procurement of means 
for the completion of the canal. On the 8th of March, 
1847, the Legislature of Maryland passed a law for 
funding the arrears and punctually paying the interest 
accruing on the State debt after the let of October, 
1847. On tlie application of the contractors, the Leg- 
islature of Virginia, on the 8th of March. 1847, passed 
an act, accommodated to the terms of the contract, in 
regard to a negotiation, and authorizing a guaranty of 
the bonds to the amount of three hundred tliousand 
dollars, which gave additioiud efficacy to the provi- 
nons of the act of 1844 ; and in the succeeding month, 
the District cities and certain citizens of Alexandria, 
subscribed, on similar terms, for one hundred thou* 
sand dolhirs of the bonds at their [>ar value, for the 
purpose of aiding tiie work. But the guaranty and 
subscriptions were all conditional, and their availabil- 
ity depended upon the contractors obtaining from other 
sources an amount of money, which, when su])eradded 
to their aggregate, would constitute a fund sufKcient 
for the completion of the canal. It was supposed that 
this amount had already been secured by the condi- 
tional arrangement that had been made in England, 
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in as much of the difficulties which then existed had 
been removed, and the application in that quarter was 
accordingly renewed. The prospect of success was for 
a time flattering, hut contrary to all expectations, the 
London parties, through their agent in Boston, ab- 
ruptly withdrew from the negotiation just as it was 
about to be concluded, upon the ground that, though 
Maryland had resumed payment, a change had taken 
place in the money market. This was the reason given, 
but it was not considered as the influencing cause of 
the course that was pursued. The Boston agent had 
desired distinct and specific information in regard to 
the questions. Whether the canal could be finished 
with the aggregate sum of money which would be re- 
alized by the contractors from the proposed arrange- 
ment, viz : one miUion one hundred thousand dolhii-s, 
which they considered sufficient for their purposes; 
and, secondly, whether it could be completed with the 
whole amount of bonds authorized to be issued by the 
company, under the act of 1844. These inquiries 
were j>ropounded on the 14th of April, 1847, to one 
of the gentlemen who, at the instance of the London 
capitalists, had made the investigations in regard to 
the canal in 1846, and who was an engineer of ap- 
proved experience. His reply bears date the 17th of 
the same month. To the first question, his answer 
was distinctly in the negative ; in reference to the sec- 
ond, he stated that, if all the bonds at the command 
of the company could be disposed of without serious 
loss, and certain legitimate modifications, which he in- 
dicated were niade in the character of the work, the 
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means provided would be safficient, bat, in his opin- 
ion, not oHierwise. It was doubtless these replies, to 
receive which the Boston agent had deferred his final 
answer for several dajs, tluit produced the failure of 
the negotiation ; for the withdrawal of the proposition 
of the London capitalists was, thereupon, decisive and 
absolute. 

** The prospects of the company were at tliis period 
discouraging. After sounding all the depths of the 
money markets on both sides of the Atlantic, and 
offering the bonds at a great discount, the contractors, 
though aided and strengthened by the Virginia guar- 
anty and the par subscriptions of Alexandria and the 
District cities, had been unable to eHect an arrange- 
ment for the funds required by them to comply with 
their engagements, and the disinclination of capital- 
ists to purcluise the bonds, had arisen, not from an ai> 
prehension in regard to the productiveness of the 
canal when finished, but from a belief in the inade- 
quacy of the amount of bonds authorized and the 
amount of money that could be realized therefrom for 
the acc'oni[»lislmient of its completion. And wliilst 
the aspect was thus gloomy without, the state of af- 
fairs was scarcely more favorable within. Duiing the 
years 1846 and 1847,tliis region of country was visited 
with a series of freshets, which in magnitude and 
rapidity of succession were without example. Con- 
siderable damage was done by them to the canal, par- 
ticularly on the lower division, and scarcely was suffi- 
cient time afforded to mend the breaches occasioned 
by one, before they were renewed by another inunda- 
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tion of the Potomac. lu the straightened condition 
of the finances of the conipaii}', when it conld harely 

struggle along, in ordinary years, with its annual re- 
cei[>ts, this increiise of expanses was exceedingly eui- 
harrassing. With the aid of temporary loans obtained 
from the banks, however, the damage was repaired. 

** In regard to the contract for the completion of the 
canal, the president and directors of tlie company 
yielded to circumstances, and, [danting themselves 
fii'nilj upon the position originally assumed — ^that they 
wonld issue no bonds until a satisfactoiy negotiation 
had been consummated — ^acquiesced in a further delay 
of the operations. The early completion of the canal, 
im})ortant as it was undoul)tedly considered, was not 
the subject of most solicitude, either with them or the 
friends of the company generally. Under the act of 
1844, as we have seen, it was not a question of time, 
but a question of practicability ; not whether the canal 
could he finished by a given day, but whether it could 
he finished with the means provided for the pm'pose. 
By the omission of the contractors to prosecute the 
work continuously, their contract was liable to forfeit- 
ure at the pleasure of the president and directors of 
the c()iiip;iny ; but such a measure, even under the ex- 
istiug uni'av(M'al)le appearances, could have produced 
no benetit, but on the contrary would have tended to 
make things worse. If the contract had been annulled, 
the Virginia guaranty and the par subscriptions of 
Alexandria and tlie District cities, which the contract- 
ors had secured and brought to their assistance, would 
have gone down with it, and the company would have 
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been thrown back upon the sheer provisions of the 
then discredited act of 1844 for the means to complete 
the canal to Cumberland. Under these circumstancesy 
therefore, the president and directors forbore to exer- 
cise their power of unnuhiient, and tlie prndcnee of 
their course was justilied by the reflult. Although the 
last eftbrt of the contractors to raise the requisite 
means to comply with their contract seemed decisive 
of failure, it was only the prelude to a iinal arrange- 
ment. 

" So soon as the London capitahsts abandoned the 
negotiation, the attention of the contractors and their 
agents was turned exclusively to this country. Two 
of the gentlemen whose assistance they had engaged, 
issued a panqihlet bearing date the 10th of July, 1847, 
in which they exphiined the provisions of the act of 
1844, and the contract made under it for the comple- 
tion of the canal ; referred to the guaranty act of Vir- 
ginia, and the subscriptions of Washington, George- 
town, and Alexandria, and to an agrci'mont made 
with the sub-contractors, by which tlicv consented to 
receive two hundred thousand dollars of the bonds at 
par in payment for their work ; and exhibited a state- 
ment, showing the sum of money which, in their judg- 
ment, would be sutlicient to acooniplish the undertak- 
ing. This sum was one million one hundred and 
seveuly-two thousand one hundred and sixteen dollars^ 
and it was arrived at by a calculation based upon sub- 
contracts which, it was stated, had been previously 
entered into bv the contractors for about two-tliinls of 
the work remaining to be executed between dam i^o. 

42 
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6 and Cumberland. To the exposition thus made the 
attention of capitalists was invited^ and on the IBtli of 
October, 1847, the contractors, through the mediam of 
three d!stin<?ui8hed gfentlemen of the IN'orth, two of 
whom were tlie antliors of tlie above-mentioned pam- 
phlet, succeeded in iinallj concluding a satisfactory 
negotiation. According to its terms, which assumed 
that fXK hundred thousand dollars of the bonds had 
been disposed of at par in the manner above indicated, 
the contractors agreed to sell to certain parties resid- 
ing principally in Boston, New York, and Wasliing- 
ton City, at the rate of sixty cents on the dollar, eight 
hundred and thirty-three thousand three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars of bonds they were to receive from 
the company at par, upon a compliance with the re- 
spective provisions of their contract, leaving still of 
the consideration therein mentioned a margin of one 
hundred and ninety-one thousand six hundred and 
sixty-seven doHars of tlie bonds undisposed of, which 
were regarded as a reserved fund to supply deficien- 
cies if they should occur. They also at the same time 
constituted and appointed the three genUemen, alluded 
to, their agents and attorneys in the execution of their 
contract for the completion of tlie canal, and author- 
ized them to receive the bonds from the company, 
from time to time, as they should become payable 
under its provisions, and sell or distribute them in 
conformitv with the arraui^ement. 

" The Mai'yland State agents and board of presi- 
dent and directors, in view of the entire arrangement 
made by the contractors, including the guaranty and 
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par Babscription, and of the gaards and conservative 
provisions of the contract for the work, considered l^e 
clause in reference to a negotiation as now sufficiently 
complied with, aiui accordingly consented to issue and 
pay out the bonds as the work proceeded. 

** We will here remark that a mortgage, pursuant to 
the 6th section of the act of 1844, to give full effect 
to its provisions, was subsetjuontly executed by the 
company, and bears date the 6th of June, 1848. 

''Some time after the execution of the contract for 
the completion of the canal, two of the original con- 
tractors withdrew from the co-partnership, and Thomas 
G. Harris, of Washington C'ounty, Maryland, became 
associated with the remaining two, who were James 
Hnnter, of Virginia (whose indomitable perseverance 
and indefatigable exertions merited better fortune than 
ultimately befel him in his connection with the work), 
and William B. Thompson, of the District of Colum- 
bia. The three became associated in a lirm under the 
name of Hunter, Harris & Co. The contract was ac- 
cordingly so modified in November, 1847, aiid the 
lime for completion liaviiig l)eun extended, and otlier 
satibtactory alterations made in its provisions, under 
some of which certain specific parts of the work were 
dispensed with, and changes in the plan of construc- 
tion made in a few others, with a view to a saving of 
cost, which was tlicn found absolutely necessary, the 
operations were resumed and, under the pressure of 
constant embarrassments, with appeals to the com- 
pany, frequent and urgent, for relief, which was, from 
time to time, extended to them, as often, and as far. 
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as it could be allowed without hazarding the comple- 
tion of the canal, were steadily prosecuted under the 

immediate management of Messrs. Hunter & Harris, 
until the lltli of Marcli, 1850, when they were sus- 
pended in consequence of the pecuniarj difficulties of 
the contractors, arising from the large sacriiices they 
had sustained in their sales of the bonds. They had, 
indeed, for some time previously, avowedly abandoned 
the hope of profit, but were stimulated to persever- 
ance in the prosecution of their arduous undertaking, 
by an honest ambition to complete the canal and com- 
ply with their engagements. The suspension, how- 
ever, only lasted for a few days. Messrs. Hunter, Har- 
ris & Co., made an assignment of their interest in the 
contract to two of their agents and attorneys for the 
benefit of their creditors. The work was again put in 
motion, under the assi^ment, and its prosecution con- 
tinued until the middle ul' July, 1850, when the agents 
and assignees finally stopped operations and aban- 
doned it, from an inability, under the very disagreea- 
ble and difficult circumstances in which thev were 
placed to complete the canal, with the remaining 
means that were applicable to the purpose. 

"Upon the certificate of the chief engineer in re- 
gard to the facts of the case, the board of president 
and directors, on the 17th of July, formally declared 
the contract abandoned, and on the following day en- 
tered into a new contract with Michael Uyrne, of J'red- 
erick County, for the final completion of the canal. 
The aggregate of the work remained to be done at 
tills period was inconsiderable, but it consisted of un- 
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finished parts, at numerous places along the line be- 
tween dam No. 6 and Cumberland, and was, conse- 
quently, tedious and troublesome in its execution. Mr. 
Byrne commenced promptly and prosecuted it with 
diligence. He had so far progressed by the 10th of 
October, 1850, that, on that day, the canal was opened 
for the purposes of navigation throughout the entire 
lino to Cumberland, and the tbrough trade then com- 
menced, lie, however, still continued to press for- 
ward the work, which, being now of an e3d:ernal char- 
acter only, did not interfere with the passage of boats, 
and on the 17th of February, 1851, the final payment 
was made to him under and pursuant to the provisions 
of his contract. From that period may be dated the 
completion of the Chesapeake f Ohio Canal to Cumber' 
land. The terms of the contract with Mr. Bvrne, and 
the payments of all the bonds issued under tbe Mary- 
land act of 1844, ch. 281, together with the parties to 
whom and the purposes for which the bonds were 
issued and paid, have been stated and explained in the 
preliminary report which precedes this narrative, and 
need not l)e l]ere repeated. 

. " The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, between Geoi ire- 
town and Cumberland, lies on the north or Maryland 
nde of Hie river, with the advantages of a southern 

exposure, and pursues the immediate vaUey of the Po- 
tomac throughout its whole length, except at a point 
called the Pawpaw Bend, about twenty-seven miles 
below Cumberland, where it passes through the moun- 
tain by a tunnel three thousand one hundred and eigh- 
teen feet in length, and lined and arched with brick 
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laid in cement, bj which about six miles in distance 
have been saved. From the Bock Creek basin in 

Georgetown, where it first reaches tide-water, to the 
basin at Cunihorland, is one hundred and eiirlitv-loiir 
and four-tenths miles, and the total rise from tlie level 
of mid-tide at Georgetown to the Cumberland basin, 
is six hundred and nine and seven-tenths feet. This 
ascent is overcome by seventy-four lift-locks, and a 
tide-lock that connects Kock Creek basin with tlie Po- 
tomac River. From a |>oint about a mile west of 
Hock Creek basin, the Alexandria Canal, seven miles 
in length, diverges from the Chesapeake k Ohio Canal 
and crosses the Potomac River by an aqueduct eleven 
liuiidrcd feet Ions:, and connects with tide-water at 
Alexandria. The Chesapeake k Ohio Canal is con- 
structed for a depth of six feet throughout. From 
Georgetown to Harper's Ferry, sixty miles, it is sixlj 
feet wide at the surface, and forty-two feet at the bot- 
^ tom. From Harper's Ferrv to dam Xu. 5, lorty-seven 
miles, the widtli at the surface is lifty feet, and at the 
bottom thirty-two feet ; and from dam ^o. 5 to Cum- 
berland, seventy-seven and one-half miles, the surface 
width is tifty-four feet, and the bottom thirty feet 
The average lift of the locks a little exceeds eight feet. 
They are one hundred feet long and lifteeu feet wide 
in the clear, and are capable of passing boats carrying 
one hundred and twenty tons of two thousand two 
hundred and forty pounds. 

" The present supply of water for the canal is drawn 
entirely from the Fotomac. For this purpose dams are 
constructed across the river at seven diiierent points. 
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From a Btatement made out by the clerk from the 
booIcB of the company, with an additional allowance 

for a few small unsettled claims, it appears tbat the cost 
of the Chesapeake Ohio Canal, from the mouth of 
Tiber Creek in the city of Washington to the town 
of Camberlandy a distance of one hundred and eighty- 
five and Beven-tenths miles, for construction, engi- 
neer c'.xpenscs, lands and other contingencies properly 
applicable to construction, amounts, in tlie aggregate, 
to the sum of eleven million seventy-one thousand 
one hundred and seventynsix dollars and twenty-one 
cents, or fifty-nine thousand six hundred and eighteen 
dolUirs and sixty-one cents per mile." 

On the 10th of October, 1850, the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Canal was completed from Georgetown to Cum- 
berland. The following boats loaded with coal started 
for the District of Columbia : Southampton^ Mizabeih^ 
Ohio, and Delaware, belonging to the Merchants' Line 
of McKaig & Agnew, and the Freeman Hawdon be- 
longing to the Cumberland Line. The levels not be- 
ing full of water in the new portion of the canal, the 
boats had great difficulty in passing down, frequently 
runnino: ascround; and it wa^; not till the 17th dav of 
October (wlien the chronicler was standing on the 
aqueduct), that he saw the first boat from Cumberland, 
the I^eeman Mawdon, In going around the bend of 
the canal, at the Columbian Foundry, a gun was fired 
announcinsr licr arrival as the first boat from the coal 
regions. She was soon afterwards followed 1)V other 
boats; and thus tlie canal trade was opened to George- 
town, and has continued ever dnoe, except when in- 
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terrupted by breaches in the bank of the canal occa- 
sioned by heavy freshets in the river. 

The quantity of ooal shipped from Camherland to 
Georgetown since the completion of the canal to 31st 
of December, 1876. was ten millions two hmidred and 
fifteen thousand two hundred and six tons. The capi- 
tal stock of the company was eight million two hund- 
red and twenty-six thousand five hundred and ninety- 
three dollars and sixtv-seven cents ; the loan bv the 
State of Maryland was two million dollars, on which 
interest is to be added to Slst of December, 1876, mak- 
ing in the aggregate the sum of four million four hund- 
red and ninety-five thousand dollars. Other expenses 
of the company, sucli as guaranteed dividends, payable 
out of the net profits of the canal, nine million fifty-six 
thousand two hundred and fifty dollara; tolls collected, 
water rents, and other revenues, seven million eight 
hundred and fifty-five thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
two dollars. The number of boats cleared to George- 
town from 1870 to 31st of December, 1876, was forty- 
eight thousand nine hundred and forly-nine, bringing 
five million four hundred and sixty-three thousand four 
hundred and fourteen tons of coal ; tlie nunil)er of boats 
loaded at Cumberland from 1872 to 31st of December, 
1876, was as follows ; at the Potomac wharf, ten thous- 
and eight hundred and fifty-three ; at the Basin wharf, 
fourteen thousand four hundred and four ; at Consoli- 
dation wharf, ten thousand three hundred and thirty- 
two. The use of steamers on the canal for the trans- 
portation of freight will supersede the towing of boats 
by horses and mules. There are now sixteen steamers 
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running from Cumberland to G^rgetown ; and dur- 
ing the year 1876 the following number of trips were 

made by tliein : the Arclunis, twenty-nine round trips ; 
the New Era, twentj-eeven round trips ; the L. Fatten^ 
twentj-four round trips; the A. i^oveZ^ eighteen round 
trips; the Star^ No, 1, fifteen round trips; the Star^ 
No. 2, fifteen round trips ; the W. T, Weld, fifteen 
round trips; the other steamers made from two to 
thirteen trips each. 

Beceipts from all sources, including 

8to( k and loans .$35,746,301 07 

The whole expenditures of the canal 
from its begmning to 3l8t of Decem- 
ber, 1876, have been 35,659,055 06 

Net balance on band $87,246 01 

THE OUTLET LOOK. 

To give greater facility to the passage of boats from 
the canal to the river, a company was formed, in 1875, 
to build and erect a railway or inclined plane, about 
a mile above Georgetown, that would pass loaded 
boats from the canal to the river without the trouble 
of passing through a series of locks. This invention 
was projected by our fellow-townsman, H. H. Bodge, 
Esq., president of the Potomac Lock and Dock Com- 
pany, and was designed and worked up in its details 
by W. R. Hutton, chief engineer of the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Canal. The caisson or tank, turbine water- 
wheel, and all the machinery was built at the Vulcan 
Iron Works of H. A. Ramsey & Co., of Baltimore. 

A railway wad constructed iu u diagonal line to the 
4& 
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river, some six hundred feet lon^, consistiog of several 
tracks. On the middle track is the caisson, one hund- 
red and twelve feet long, seventeen feet wide, and 

eight feet det^'p, closed at eacli end bv gates. On each 
side of the caisson are several cars, filled with stone 
and rocks, to balance the caisson when descending the 
inclined plane with a loaded boat The mode of ope- 
ration is as follows : The caisson is first run up to the 
canal gate, or fore-bay, wlien the front gate of the 
caisson is opened, and, being filled with water, the 
loaded boat is floated into the cusson, which displaces 
a bulk of water equal to its weight As soon as the 
hoat is in, the gate of the ciusson is closed, when, by 
the opeiation ni' tlie turbine wheel and the cables 
fastened to the (/aissons, the boat gradually descends 
to the river, while the counter weights ascend. As 
soon as the caisson has reached the river, the gate is 
opened, and the boat passes into the Potomac. An 
empty boat can then })ass in, and, disphu in^ii: Imt little 
water, is light, and easily drawn up the indiiitd plane 
to the canal, the counter weights, which before as- 
cended, now descending as the empty boat approaches 
the top of the railway. 

On the 30th dav of Mav, 1877, a serious accident 
happened at the outlet lock by some derangement of 
the machinery, while a loaded boat was l>eing passed 
down the railway, by which accident Michael Reynolds, 
Sylvester Carroll, and John W. Mead were killed. 

The Potoiiiac Lock and Dock Company had used 
every precaution to have the machinery made of the 
best iron, to prevent accidents and insure success in 
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the workiDg of the lock ; but all homam foresight is 
not suffident to guard against uneaipected occurrences, 
as was shown in this case. And it appears that the 

loss of life is iin incident in all public luulertukings, 
as in the building of the Capitol, State Department, 
and other public buildings, railroads, and canals, where 
human life has been lost. As regards the accident 
above described, no blame can be attached to the 
owners of the outlet lock. 

The great advantage derived frt)ui the construction 
of this work is the short space of time required to 
pass a boat through the lock and then to the wharves 
of Georgetown. To pass a boat from the same point 
down the level of the canal, and then through a series 
of locks to the basin or the river, would require two 
and. one-half hours, even admitting that the prism of 
flotation is perfect in every lock before a boat is-floated 
into it ; but by the new lock, and the assistance of a 
steam tug, a loaded boat is floated to the wharf at any 
part of the town in less than a half hour. 

ACX OF CONQBESS PROVIDINQ A FORM Of GOVERNMENT 
90R THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBU. 

" Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of liepresenta- 
(ives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bledy That all the territory which was ceded by the 
State of Maryland to the Congress of the United States 
for tlie permanent seat of the Government of the 
United IStates ^liall continue to be designated as the 
District of Columbia. Said District, and the property 
and persons that may be therein, shall be subject to 
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the following provisions for the government of the 
same, and also to any existing laws applicable thereto 
not hereby repealed or inconsistent with the provimons 

of this act. The District of Columbia shall remain 
and continue a mujiicipal corporation, as provided in 
section 2 of the Eevised Statutes relating to said Dis- 
trict, and the Commissioners herein provided for shall 
be deemed and taken as officers of such corporation ; 
and all laws now in force relating to the District of 
Columbia, not inconsistent with the provisions of this 
act, shall remain in full force and etfect. 

Sfic. 2. That within twenty days after the approval 
of this act, the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, is hereby 
authorized to appoint two persons, who, with an othcer 
of the Corps of Engineei's of the United States Army, 
whose lineal rank shall be above that of captain, shall 
be Commisdoners of the District of Columbia, and 
who, from and after July 1st, 1878, shall exercise all 
the powers and authority now vested in the Commis- 
sioners of said District, except as are hereinafter lim- 
ited or provided, and shall be subject to all restrictions 
and limitations and duties which are now imposed upon 
said Oommisinoners. The Commissioner who shall be 
an otiicer detailed, from time to time, from the Corps 
of Engineei-s by the President for this duty, shall not 
be required to perform any other, nor shall he receive 
any other compensation than his r^ular pay and al- 
lowance as an officer of the Army. The two persons 
appointed from civil life shall, at the time of their ap- 
pointment, be citizens of the United States, and shall 
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have been actaal residents of the District of Columbia 
for three years next before their appointment, and 
have, during that period, claimed residence nowhere 

else; and one of said three Commissioners shall he 
chosen president of tiie Board of Commissioners at 
their first meeting, and annually and whenever a va- 
cancy shall occur thereafter ; and said Commissioners 
shall, each of them, before entering upon the discharge 
of his duties, take an oath or affirmation to support 
tlie Constitution of the United iStates, and to faith- 
fully discharge the duties imposed upon him by law ; 
and said Commismouers appointed from civil life shall 
each receive for his services a compensation at the l ato 
of five thousand dollars per annum, and shall, before 
entering upon the duties of the ofiice, each give bond 
in the sum of fifty thousand dollars, with surety as is 
required by existing law. The official term of said 
Commissioners appointed from civil life shall be three 
years, and until their successors are appointed and 
qualified; but the first appointment shall be one Com- 
missioner for one year and one for two years, and at 
the expiration of their respective terms their success- 
ors shall be appointed for three years. Neither of 
said Commissioners, nor any ofiicer whatsoever of the 
District of Columbia, shall be accepted as surely upon 
any bond required to be given to the District of Col- 
umbia; nor sli;ill any contractor he aeceiited as surety 
for any ollicer or (jtLer contractor in said District. 

b£€. 8. That as soon as the Commissioners ap- 
pointed and detmled as aforesaid shall have taken 
and subscribed the oath or affirmation hereinbefore re- 
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quired, all the powers, rights, duties, and privileges 
lawfully exercised by, and all property, estate, and ef- 
fects now vested by law in the Oommissioners ap- 
pointed under the provisions of the act of Congreaa 
approved June 20th, 1874, shall be transferred to and 
vested in and imposed upon said Commissioners ; and 
the functions of the Commissioners so appointed under 
the act of June 20th, 1874, shall cease and determine. 
And the ConimissiDiiers of the District of Cohnnbia 
shall have power, subject to the limitations and pro- 
visions herein contained, to apply the taxes or other 
revenues of said District to the [)a\ ment of the current 
expenses thereof, to the support of the public schools, 
the tire department, and the police, and for that pur- 
pose shall take possession and supervision of all the 
offices, books, papers, records, moneys, credits, secu- 
rities, assets, and accounts belonging or appertaining 
to the business or interests of the government of the 
District of Columbia, and exercise the duties, powers, 
and authority aforesaid ; but said Commisnoners, in 
the exercise of such duties, powers, and authority, shall 
make no contract, nor incur any obligation other than 
such contracts and ol)ligatious as are hereinafter pro- 
vided for, and shall be approved by Congress. The 
Commissioners shall have power to locate the places 
where hacks shall stand, and change them as often as 
the public interests require. Any person violating any 
orders lawfully made in pursuance of this power shall 
be subje(3t to a fine of not less than ten nor more than 
one hundred dollars, to be recovered before any jus- 
tice of the peace in an action in the name of the Com- 
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missioners. All taxes heretofore lawfully assessed and 

due, or to become due, shall be collected pursuant to 
law, except as heroin otherwise provided ; but said 
Commissioners shall have no power to anticipate taxes 
by a sale or hypothecation of any such taxes or evi- 
dences thereof, but they may borrow, for the first fiscal 
year after tbis act takes effect, in uiitieipation of col- 
lection of revenue, not to exceed two hundred thou- 
sand dollars, at a rate of interest not exceeding five 
per centam per annum, which shall be repaid out of 
the revenues of that year. And said Commissioners 
are herobv authorized to abolish anv office, to consoli- 
date two or more othces, reduce the number of em- 
ployees, remove from office, and make appointments 
to any office under them authorized by law ; said Com- 
mission ere shall have power to erect light, and main- 
tain lamp posts, with lamps, outside of the city limits, 
when, in their jud<j^mcnt, it shall be deemed proper or 
necessary: Proicided^ That nothing in this act con- 
tained shall be construed to abate in any wise or in- 
terfere witli any suit pending in favor of or against 
the District of Columbia or the Commissioners there- 
of, or affect any right, penality, forteiture, or cause of 
action existing in favor of said District or Commis- 
sioners, or any citizen of the District of Columbia, or 
any other person, l)nt the same may be commenced, 
proceeded for, or prosecuted to final judgment, and 
the corporation shall be bound thereby as if the suit 
had been originally commenced for or against said cor- 
poration. The said Commissioners shall subiuit to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the fiscal year ending 
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June 30th, 1879, and annually thereafter, for his exam- 
ination and approval, a statement showing in detail the 

work proposed to be undertaken by them during the 
fiscal year next ensuing, and the estimated cost there- 
of; also the cost of constructing, repairing, and main- 
taining all bridges authorized by law across the Poto- 
mac River within the District of Columbia, and also 
all other streams in said District ; the cost of maintain- 
ing all public institutions of charity, reformatories, and 
prisons belonging to or controlled wholly or in part by 
the District of Columbia, and which are now by law 
supported wholly or in part by the United States or 
District of Cohinibia ; and also the expenses of the 
Washington Aqueduct and its appurtenances; and 
also an itemized statement and estimate of the amount 
necessary to defray the expenses of the government of 
the District of Columbia for the next fiscal year: Fro- 
vidcd^ That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued as transferring from the United States authori« 
ties any of the public works within the District of Col- 
umbia now in the control or supervision of said au- 
thorities. The Secretary of the Treasury shall care- 
fully consider all estimates submitted to him as above 
provided, and shall approve, disapprove, or suggest 
such changes in the same, or any item thereof, as he 
may think the public interest demands; and after he 
shall have considered and passed upon such estimates 
submitted to him, he shall cause to be made a state- 
ment of the amount approved by him, and the fund or 
purpose to which each item belongs, which statement 
shall be certified by him, and delivered, together with 
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the estimates as originally submitted, to the Commis* 
monero of the District of Columbia, who shall transmit 
the same to Congress. To the extent to which Con- 
gress shall approve of said esthnates, Congress shall 
appropriate the amount of Mty per centum thereof; 
and the remaining fifty per centum of such approved 
estimates shall be levied and assessed upon the taxa- 
ble property and privileges in said District other than 
the property of the United States and of the District 
of Cohunbia; and all proceedings in the assessing, 
equalizing, and levying of s^d taxes, the collection 
thereof, the listing return and penalty for taxes in ar- 
reare, the advertising for sale and the sale of property 
for delinquent taxes, the redemption thereof, the pro- 
ceedings to enforce the lien upon unredeemed prop- 
erty, and every other act and thing now required to 
be done in the premises, shall be done and performed 
at the times and in the manner now provided by law, 
except in so far as is otlierwise provided by this act : 
Provided^ That the rate of taxation in any one year 
shall not exceed one dollar and fifty cents on every 
one hundred dollars of real estate not exempted 
by law, according to the cash valuation thereof: 
Aiid provided farther^ Upon real property held and 
used exclusively for agricultural purposes, without 
the limits of the cities of Washington and G^eorg^ 
town, and to be so designated by the assessors in their 
annual returns, the rate for any one vear Bliall not 
excised one dollar on every one hundred dollars. The 
collector of taxes, upon the receipt of the duplicate of 
assessment, shall £^ve notice for one week, in one 

44 
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newspaper published in the citj of Washington, that 
he is readj to receive taxes ; and any person who shaliy 
within thirty dajs after snch notice given, pay the 
taxes assessed against him, shall he allowed by the col- 
lector a reduction of five per centum on the amount 
of hm tax ; all penalties imposed by the act approved 
March 3d, 1877, chapter 117, upon delinquents forde- 
iiault in the payment of taxes levied under said act, 
at the times specified therein, shall, upon payment of 
the said taxes assessed against such (lelinrjuents witliin 
three months from the passage of this act, with inter- 
est at the rate of six per cent, thereon, he remitted. 

Sbo. 4. That the said Commissioners may, by gen- 
eral regulations consistent with the act of Congress of 
March 3(1, 1877, entitled ' An act for the support of 
the government of the District of Columbia for the 
fiscal year ending June Both, 1878, and for other pur- 
poses,' or with other existing laws, prescribe the time 
or times for the payment of all taxes and the duties 
of assessors and collectors in relation thereto. All 
taxes collected shall be paid into the Treasury of the 
United States, and the same, as well as the appropriar 
tions to be made by Congress as aforesaid, shall be 
disbursed for the expenses of said District, on itemized 
vouchers, which shall have been audited and approved 
by the auditor of tlie District of Columbia, certified 
by said Commissioners, or a majority of them ; and 
the accounts of the said Commissioners and the tax 
collectors, and all other ofiScers required to account^ 
shall be settled and adjusted l)y the accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department of the United States. 
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Hereafter, the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay the 
interest on the threenBixtj-five bonds of the District of 
Columbia, issned in pursuance of the act of Congress 
approved June 20th, 1874, when the same shall he- 
come due aud payable; and all amounts so paid shall 
be credited as a part of the appropriation for the year 
by the United States toward the expenses of the Dis^ 
trict of Columbia, as hereinbefore provided : 

" Sec. 5. That, hereafter, when any repairs of streets, 
avenues, alleys, or sewers within the District of Co- 
lumbia are to be made, or wlien new pavements are 
to be substituted in place of those worn out, new ones 
lidd, or new streets opened, sewers built, or any works, 
the total cost of which shall exceed the sum of one 
thousand dollars, notice shall be giv^en in one uews[)a- 
per in Washington, and if the total cost shall exceed 
£ve thousand dollars, then in one newspaper in each 
of the cities of New Tork, Philadelphia, and Balti- 
more also "for one week, for l aoj osiils, with full speci- 
fications as to materials for the whole or any portion 
of the works proposetl to be done ; and the lowest re- 
sponsible proposal for the kind and character of pave* 
ment or other work which the Commissioners shall de- 
termine upon shall in all cases be accepted : Provided, 
however, That the Commissioners shall have the right, 
in their discretion, to reject all such proposals : Pro- 
vided^ That the work capable of being executed under 
a single contract shall not be subdivided so as to re* 
duce the sum of money to be paid therefor to less than 
one thousand dollars. All contracts for the construc- 
tion, improvement^ alteration, or repairs of the streets. 



Liyiiizixi by Google 



344 



fORM OF Q0V££1IM£MI. 



avenues^highways, alleys, gutters, sewers, and all work 
of like nature shall be made and entered into only by 
and with the official unanimons consent of the Com- 
missioners of the District, and all contracts shall 
be copies in a hook kept for tliat {iur|iose, and be 
signed by the said Conmiissiouers, and no contract in- 
volving an expenditure of more than one hundred 
dollars shall be valid until recorded and signed as 
aforesaid. No pavement shall be accepted nor any 
pavement laid except that of the best material of its 
kind known for that purpose, laid in the most substan- 
tial manner; and good and sufficient bonds to the 
United States, in a penal sum not less than the amount 
of the contract, with sureties to be approved by the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia, shall be 
required from all contractors, gnaraiiteeino^ that the 
terms of their contracts shall be strictly and faithfully 
perform^ to the satisfaction of and acceptance by 
said Commissioners; and tliat tlie contractors shall 
keep new pavements or other new works in re])air 
for a term of live years from the date of the com- 
pletion of their contracts ; and ten per centum of the 
cost of all new works shall be retained as an additional 
security and a guarantee fund to keep the same in re- 
pair for said term, which said per centiim shall be in- 
vested in registered bonds of the United States or of 
the District of Columbia, and the interest thereon paid 
to said contractors. The cost of laying down said 
pavement, sewers, and other works, or of repairing 
the same, shall be paid for in the following j»ropur- 
tions and manner, to wit : When any street or ave- 
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nue through which a street riiilvvay runs shall he paved, 
such railway company shall bear all the expense for 
that pordon of the work lying between the exterior 
rails of the tracks of such roads, and for a distance of 
two feet from and exterior to such track or tracks on 
each side thereof, and of keeping the same in repair ; 
bnt the said railway companies, having conformed to 
the grades established by the Oommissioners, may use 
snch cobblestone or Belgian blocks for paving their 
tracks, or tlio space butvveen their tracks, as the Com- 
missioners may direct; the United States shall pay 
one-half of the cost of all work done under the pro- 
visions of this section, except that done by the railway 
companies, which payment shall be credited as part of 
the tifty per centum which the United States contrib- 
utes toward the expenses of the District of Columbia 
for that year; and all payments shall be made by the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the warrant or order of 
the Commissioners of the District of Oolnmbia or a 
majority thereof, in such amounts and at such times 
afi they may deem sale and proper in view of the pro- 
gress of the work: That if any street railway com- 
pany shall neglect or refuse to perform the work re- 
quired by this act, said pavement shall be laid between 
the tracks and exterior thereto of sucli railway l>y the 
District of Columbia; and if such company shall fail 
or refuse to pay the sum due from them in respect of 
the work done by or under the orders of the proper 
officials of said District in such case of the neglect or 
refusal of such railway company to |)erform tlie work 
required as aforesaid, the Commissioners of the Dis- 
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trict of Columbia shall issue certificates of indebted- 
ness against the property, real or personal, of such rail- 
way company, which certificates shall bear interest at 

the rate of ten per centnm per annum until paid, and 
wliich, until tliey are paid, sliali remain and be a lien 
upon tbe property or against which they are issued to- 
gether with the franchise of said company; and if the 
said certificates are not paid within one year, the said 
Coniuiissioners of the District of Columbia niaj pro- 
ceed to sell the property against which they are issued, 
or so much thereof as may be necessary to pay the 
amount due ; such sale to be first duly advertised daily 
for one week in some newsi)a[)er published in the city 
of Washington, and to be at public auction to the high- 
est bidder. When street railways cross any street or 
avenue, the pavement between the tracks of such rail- 
way shall conform to the pavement used upon such 
street or avenue, and the companies owning these in- 
tersecting railroads shall pay for such pavements in 
the same manner and proportion as required of other 
railway companies under the provisions of this section. 
It shall be the duty of the Commissioners of the X>i&* 
trict of Columlna to see that all water and gas mains, 
service pipes, and sewer connections are laid upon any 
Street or avenue proposed to be paved or otherwise 
improved before any such pavement or other perma- 
nent works are put down ; and the Washington Gas 
Light Company, under the direction of said Connnis- 
siouei-s, shall, at its own expense, take up, lay, and re- 
place all gas mains on any street or avenue to be paved, 
at such time and place as said OommissionerB shall di- 
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rect The President of the United States may detail 
from the Engineer Corpe of the Army not more than 
two officers, of rank subordinate to that of the engi- 
neer officer belonging to the Board of Commissioners 
of said District to act as assistants to said Engineer 
Commissioner, in the discharge of the special duties 
imposed upon him by the provisions of this act. 

" Sbo. 6. That from and after the 1st day of July, 
1878, the board of nietropoUtan poHce and the l)oard 
of school trustees sliali be abolished, and all the 
powers and duties now exercised by them shall be 
transferred to the said Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, who shall have authority to eni[)loy such 
officers and agents and to adopt such provisions as 
may be necessary to carry into execution the powei*s 
and duties devolved upon them by this act. And the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia shall, from 
tame to time, appoint nineteen persons, actual residents 
of said District of Columbia, to constitute the trustees 
of [)ubHc scbools of said District, who shall serve with- 
out compensation and for such terms as said Commis- 
sioners shall fix. Said trustees shall have the powers 
and perform the duties in relation to the care and 
management of the public schools which are now au- 
thorized by law. 

" bEC. 7. That tlie offices of sinking fund commis- 
moners are hereby abolished; and all duties and 
powers possessed by said commissioners are trans- 
ferred to, and shall be exercised by, the Treasurer of 
the United States, who shall perform tlie same iu ac- 
cordance with the provisions of existing laws. 



. J 1^ uy Google 



348 



FORM OE GOVERNMENT 



" Sec. 8. That iu lieu of the board of healtli now 
authorized hy law, the Commissioners of the District 
of Oolambia shall appoint a physician as health officer, 
whose duty it shall be, under the direction of the said 
Coiinnissioners, to execute and enforce all laws and 
regulations relating to the public health and vital sta- 
tistics, and to perform all such duties as may be as- 
signed to him by said Commissioners ; and the board 
of health now existing shall, from the date of the ap- 
pointment of said health officer, be abolished. 

" Sec. 9. That there may be appointed by the Com- 
missioners of the District of Columbia, on the recom- 
mendation of the health officer, a reasonable number 
of sanitary inspectors for said District, not exceeding 
six, to hold such appointineiit at any one time, of 
whom two may be physicians, and one shall be a per- 
son skilled in the matters of drainage and ventilation ; 
and said Commissioners may remove any of the sub- 
ordinates, and from time to time may prescriljc the 
duties of each ; and said inspectors shall be respect- 
ively required to make, at least once in two weeks, a 
report to said health officer, in writing, of their in- 
spections, which shall be preserved on file ; and said 
health officer shall report in writing annually to said 
Commissionera of the District of Columbia, and so 
much oftener as they shall require. 

Sbo. 10. That the Commissioners may appoint, on 
the like recommendation of the health officer, a reason- 
able number of clerks, but no greater number shall 
be appointed, and no more persons shall be employed 
under said health officer, than the public interests de- 
mand and the appropriation shall justify. 
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** 8bo. 11. That the salary of the health officer shall 
be three thousand dollars per annam ; and the salary 

of the sanitary inspectors sliall not exceed tlie sum of 
one thousand two hundred doHars per annum each ; 
and the salaried of the clerks and other assistants of 
the health officer shall not exceed in the aggregate the 

amount of seven thousand (lollare, to be apportioned 
as the Commission era of the District of Columbia may 
deem best 

^ Sbc. 12. That it shall be the duty of the said Com- 
missioners to report to Congress at the next session 

succeeding their appointment a draft of such additional 
laws or amendments to existing laws as in their opin- 
ion are necessary for the harmonious working of the 
system hereby adopted, and for the ettectnal and 
proper government of the District of CoUimbia ; and 
said Commissioners shall annually report their official 
doings in detail to Congress on or before the first 
Monday of December. 

** 8bc. 13. That there shall be no increase of the 
present amount of the total indel)tedness of the ])i8- 
trict of Columbia ; and any officer or pei-son who shall 
knowingly increase, or aid or abet in increasing, such 
total indebtedness, except to the amount of the two 
hundred thousand dollars, as authorized by this act, 
shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, 
on conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment not exceeding ten years, and by fine not exceed- 
ing ten thousand dollars. 

" Sec, 14. That the term * school liouscs ' in the act 
of June 17th, 1870, chapter 30, was intended to em- 
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brace all collegiate establishmentB actually used for 
edacatioual purposes, and not for private gain ; and 

that all taxes heretofore imposed upon such estal)lish- 
ments, in the District of Columhia, since the date of 
said act are herehy remitted, and where the same or 
any part thereof has been paid, the sum so paid shall 
be refunded. But if any portion of any said building, 
house, or grounds in terms excepted is used to secure 
a reut or income, or for any business purpose, such 
portion of the same, or a sum equal in value to such 
portion, shall be taxed. 

** Sec. 15. Tliat all laws inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of this act be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

« Approved, June 11, 1878." 
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